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A Vindication of our Gosrit-FeSTIVALS. 8s 


SIS 

Wherein i held forth 15% 

I, That The Feaſt of Chriſts Nativityj, zrounded upon the Scriptures ; +4 
was Obſerved inthe pure, antient, Apoſtolique times z and is approved by 


r 
all Re burches, 
| rr T6 Ebrid was borne on the 25th day of December; and all Obje&ions RE 
to the contrary refuted, - I 
I T I. That the keeping holy the Lods Day yy, appointed by the Chriſtian => 
4 Church;and that the Morality,and Divine Inſtitution of the $930 Day ON 
are mere fictions, ; : 
| IV. That the Day of Cyriſts Nativity, qc Dap of his Paſston, 4,4 Ry 
the like, baye equa agetority, equall Anzuquity, cyuall iizhi ww be obſer- RF 
ved as the -0298S Wap s ang hay work on thoſe Dajyes is equally finfull, 3+ 
'V. Thar the Obſervation of che Dabbath Dap is aboliſhed in Chriſt ; and 9% 
that to call the LodSDAay the Dabbath,js ſenſlefle, Jewiſh, unchriſtian » Dt, 
C unwarrantable. vo 
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| Bullinger. Decad, 2. Serm. 4. £224 


AL b 
EN QPuenvh nullibi legatur, t'c. Though it is no where read, that the Lords day was 
enjoyned in the Writings of the Apoſtles ; yer becauſe in che fourth Comman- 

£2 dement of the firſt Table the care of Religion, 3nd the diligent exerciſe of out- RF 

£2 wad worſhip is commanded, it were contrary to Piety, and Chriſtian Charity, {5883 
- 53 > nottoſanRifiethe Lords Day 3 eſpecially ſeeing that outward worſhip cannot' 2+ 

S* conſift without a ſer time, and an holy relt : The ſame we ought to judge of the '<->, 

>= Holy dayes, or Feaſts of the Lord Chriſt, in which we celebrare the memory of Bo, 

Fa his Nativity, Incarnation, Circumcifion, Paſſion, Reſurrefion, Aſcenſion into Heaven, 3s 

2 and the ſending down of the Holy Ghoſt upon his Hilciples. = 
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To all that love the Lord Feſus, and his 

TRUTH 


Grace, Health, and Happineſſe, be- 
multiphed. 


Y 


Brethren, 


F=x572 Mongſt thoſe wholeſome and heavenly duties 
a2) recommended in the New Teſtament, there is 
SA, none more earneſt]y preſſed upon us, then our 


Ser T4 Duty of Trying and Examining the DoRtrines, 

a AA even of thoſe who profeſle themſelves Teachers, 
5>] Prophets, Minifters of Chriſt: Take heed What 
you hear (a) ; Prove all things, hold faſt that Which x good (b) ; Be- a) Mar. 4.24. 
lieve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they beof GOD ; b) i Thel.5. .. 
For many falſe prophets are gone ont into the World,faith St.Fobn (c). >= 5 
Falſe teachers there ſhall be, ſaith St. Peter (d) Falſe prophets ſhall D FR me 
ariſe, and deceive, if it Were poſſible, the very ele but take heed ; Fl 
behola, I have foretold you alt things, ſaith our Bleſſed Saviour (e). ,) mark x we. 
And indeed, from the negleR of theſe Divine Warnings, and the 22,23. | 
taking up of dotrines, proofes, uſes on truſt without examinati- 

on, it is,that ſo many Hereſies,Se&s,FaRions, and perverſe Opini- 

ons have taken root, and ſprung up amongſt us : Hence ſo much 

Zeale Without kyowleage ( f) ; lo much LeAuring and Learning f) Rom.10,2; 
Without profiting (g) ; ſo much ſiding (h), and having mens perſons 5 > Tim-3.7. 
in admiration (1) ; ſo much toſſing in judgement, and /azling with þ) x Cor. 3+ 
every Wind of Doftrine, which way ſoever their Teachers pleaſe ; by Jade 4 


y 


3 


inſomuch as an experienced Minilter hath long fince teſtified, we 
614 (faith he) the ſpirits of the people of this Kingdome (ESpE C1- 
ALLY of the City, and the parts adjacent ) that profeſſe, or pretend, Lk) Edwards ti 
zo the power of Godlineſs, ready to take ANY impreſſions,and to be caſt porn =; 
ims AN Y mould that hath but the appearance of a ſftrifler way (k). pag. 209. 

A 2 : Now 


ES DD EOS 


1 Mat. 7. 15. 


m '2 Per,2.3. 
n Gal. 6.16. 
Phil, 3. 16. 

o John 5. 39. 
1 Co: 10, I5. 


p1 Pcr.n.10, 


q As 17. 11, 


r Extant p'0- - 
digioſe diff uta - 
Fiones de muta» 
tone ſabbati, 

gue omnes ori 
ſunt ex falſa 

perſuzfione, quo4 
oporieat in Ec- 
cl:fia cultum eſſe 
fimilcm Levitt- 
co. Vide Con- 
fels. Auguſt. in 
Append. 5d 


_ Harm.Confeſ]. 


f Exod, 23. 2+ 


| (2) : 
Now, that our Examinations may proceed upon clear and in- 
fallible grounds,we muſt know,that the Rle and YZark of Truth, 
is not the compoſed looks, and outward ſanity ofsthe Teacher , 
for even falſe prophets ſhall come to you (faith Chriſt) in ſheeps 
clotking (1) ; and we read of Arizzs, Pelaging, and diveiſe others, 
who though notorious Hercticks, yet to the eye of the world 
were men of unblameable Converfatiors, and outwardly Reli- 
gious : Nor ts it ſmooth and fair larguage ; for, through covet» 
ouſneſſe ſhall the Falſe Teachers, (ſaith St, Peter) uſe flattering,and 
fatned words (m) : Eu: the ſure and alone ſtedfalt Rule of Fruth 
is the moſt Sacred word of Go Þ (z) ; unto which all Teachers 
mult ſubmit (0), and by which all DoArines mult be tryed, and 
ex3mined, not with a bare turning over the leaves of the Bible, 
and finding out the Scripture- words, (as ſome think it is all they 
have to doe) but through a diligent inquiry and ſearch (p) into 
the ſenſe and meanirg of Go » 5s holy ſpirit ; like as the Bre- 
ans in the es, who, though rhey received the word with all rea- 


direſſe of mind, yet they ſearched the Scriptures daily, Whether thoſe | 


things were ſo, as Paul preached (9). a 

According then to this Rule ler the following Treatiſe be cx1- 
mined ; let thoſe greate and prodigior# (r) Diſputes concerning ſet 
dayes and times toG O D S publique Service be brought to this 
rouch ſtone of Truth,Gon s Holy Word ; Let us zr:e,let us ſearch 
what is by all parties delivered, and whatſoever is founded'on, or 
agreeable to the Divine Truth, cmbrace we muſt ; whatſoever is 
ſwarving from, or repugrant thereanto, retaine we may not ; 
though it come backed with a multitude ({) and be upheld by the 
higheſt of worldly powers. In order therefore to the right under- 
ſtanding of this Controverſie, we ſhall ſer downe in brief, what is 
Trath, and what is Errour, that by comparing them together, 
they may (25s colours that be direAly oppolire) render cach other 
the more diſcernable. 

And firſt, Moſt evident it is, that from the creation of Adam, 
1nto the time of 2o/es, the Scriptures, but in one onely. place, 
have mentioned Gop s fetting apirt a d2y to his Service; and 
that is.in the ſecond of Genefis, ver, 2, 3. where it is ſaid, That 
God refed on the ſeventh day from all his work Which he had made, 
and FokR THAT Caust bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſenftificd it. 
But When this tleffing and andtification firt was, or ro Whom firlt 

enjoyned 


N42 4 FAY 
 NEEN” 


: 5: MS x4 
BR Is re, A Pn 6s 
- ' 4 oe 3 : 


(3) .. | 
enjoyned, the Text expreſſerh not, and men ſpeak wholly by con- : 
jecures, wherein it becometh every one to uſe his owne judge- ph Mg 
ment with modelty, and not to obtiude ic upon others for an in- Td E 
fallible and certain truth, : x* Nw ati2e. 

Nextly, from the time of AZo/e/ to our Savicurs Pofliyn, it is 7 Ex2d-12.3. 
undeniable, that the Jewiſh Cturch had her weekly Feaſts on the 19 GF-ev4 33-6 
ſeventh Cay; (z) her monthly Fealls (#) her ycerly Feaſts; (w)and Ra rot 
all of them by G OD Sowne preſcription 2nd appointment, all 4.23 thr:ngh- 


' of them Feaſts of :he Lora, Sahbaths of the Lord, holy Convications, - 


Wherein no ſervile work might be done. (8) y Rom.14. v.2. 
6.com ,withu.17 


Bur, after our Saviours Paſſion, the Apoſtles both Ly their pra- pe 1: 1. 
Rice ard doArine have witneffed, that G O D under the Go- © Gal 5, f 1 
ſpell does not exact one day for his publique ſervice, more then b Ads 15, 10, 
another ; The obſerving a day, and not obſerving a day, Are 25 weer Colit-16,17- | 
and drinks (y) which in themſelves (z) are things indifferent : And {; wr ha ages: 
it is a part of that Liberty Wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, (A) © 48; and0de- 
ro make choyce of the dayes and times for GON $ ſervices, a5 numents, vil. 7. 
well pablique as private, Hznc- it is, that the Apoſtles doe ſo fe! 261.60. 
ſharply condemn, not onely the obſervance of Jewiſh Fcltiva'ls, f Zanch, i 4. 
Sabbaths, and Ceremonies ; (6) but alſo of any other dayes and To de . 
times, as things abſolutely neceſlary ; t:rming ſuch obſervances _ ny 

D Vile ctian 
of dayes, weak and beg garly elements, the yoke of bondage, (c) the Libellum,cui ti- 
rudiments of the World. (d) rilw eſt, Dics 

- Upon this ground therefore of Chriſtian Liberty the moſt Pominica. 45. 
pure, ancient, and Apoſtolicall Churches tooke up and crdained G Fihin, ; REI 
the obſervation of ſuch dayes, as to each Church ſeemed moſt db Apol. 2. pro 
convenient for GODS ſervice. (e) Which dayes were either Chriſtians. 
weekly, or Anniverſary. (f) For the Weekly ; ſome Churches did Þ S9z0m-4.7. 
obſerve onely the firſt day of the week or Szday, which they na- 7<_”” 

: . 7 Socrat, l,5. | 

med alſo the Lords day,in memory of our Lords ReſurreQtion;(g) cg... : 
Some did obſerve onely Friday,in memory of Chriſts Paſſion;(b) k Ignat. Epift. | 
ſome obſerved the Sabvath onely, (i) ſome obſerved both, the 44 Magrnejran:s, 
Sabbath and Sunday, (k) ſome both Wedneſday, and Friday, (1) # ers oy * 
ſome both Friday and Sunday, (m) ſome Wedneſday, Friday, and .,ju Cortane. 
Sunday. (n) As for the Anniverſary dayes which were celebra 1.4. 18,S02z0- 
red but once in the yeer; Thoſe of g:nerall concernement and men &1.c.8, 
higheſt efteeme were, the Day of Chriſts Nativity, (o) with us n Hicronym. 
called Chriſtmas day ; The day of Chriſts ſuffering on the Croſſe, OS | 

\vne1 - ; * 1 . . 4 2,0.7.110, | 
(p)with us call:d Goo Friday;the day of his Riſing againe from the pþ Marke 15.42. þ 

A3 dead, | 


, 3 UF bo oY « \ 4 Þ 
L w...00 nt A SO Ae. 5 ». A2 ; 
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"188 q) Luk. 24.1.6. 


7) AQtsI,10, 
s) John 15.26. 
AQs 2.2 ,3,4- 


:t) Magdeburg. 


Cent. 1.1. 2.c.6. 
a) As Mocket 
 dothin bk ſcur- 
= rillous iUMitcrate | 

 pampbler callcd, 


Chriſtmas, the 
Chriſtians 
grand Feaſt. 
p48.7.15. 

w) This * pro- 
ved in our An- 


ll fwerto Maſter 


Jof. Hemings 
ninh Quzre. 
x) Eule.l. 5. 
Cap. 22, 

3) Sozom.l.1, 
cap. 8. 

&) Fun. Com- 
meit. Fl Chro- 
nol.lib.6. 

a) Euſeb, dc 
vita Conſtant. 


bi! .4.c.18, @ 23 


b).Regi ad ex- 


'' emplum totus 


componitur orbss. 


co Euſc b.did, 


th. 
g ia 


(4) 
deal, (q) with us called Eafter-day : The day of his A/cen/fon w1- 
to heaven, (r) with us called Holy Thurſday ; the day of Chriſt his 
ſending downe the Holy Ghoſt, (s) with us called hit-Sunday. And 
here, it will be expedient to take notice of three things worthy 
out remembrance : Firſt, that the moſt ancient Records and Hi- 
ſtories ofthe Church doe mention the, obſerving of the Lords 
day, and thoſe Anniverſary dayes aforenamed, but zo: the time 
when Chriſtians began to keep them holy : (t) And therefore to af- 
firme that cheLords day was ſolemnized before the day of Chriſts 
Nativity, Paſſion, and the reſt, is no other then a bare aſſertion 
without book. (#) Secondly, admic the Lords day werethe firſt 
Chriſtian Feſtivall ; yet cannot that day by ſuch precedency of 
time (a thing meerly circumſtantiall) be the more obligatory to 
us, ſince the Anniverſary dayes were inſtituted by the ſame autho. 
rity, upon the ſame ground, to the ſame end. (W) Thirdly, from 


the time of the Apoltles unto the reign of Co-tantine the Great, * 


che Chriſtian Churches enjoyed, and [tifly maintained (x) their 
ſeverall cultomes in the free obſervation of dayes ro GODS 
publique ſervice ; But, whez Conſtantine had gotten poſſeſſion of the 
whole Roman Empire,(y) and was become (as it were) Lord of the 
Forld, none mult then preſume to vary from his judgement and 
praRice ; and about the yeer of ſalvation 324. (z) his Imperiall 


Decree, or Edift went forth, commanding all within his Domini 


ons to reverence and ſet apart the Lords day to divine duties, and that 
all Magiſtrates and Rulers Whatfoever ſhould ſee it performed: (a) 
After which Decree, partly through fear of puniſhment, partly 
allured by the ex1mple of the Emperour and his Sncceſlors, 
(which experience teacheth us to be very attraRive) (5) the Chri. 
{tian people did by degrees let fall the obſervation of other dayes, 
and fo the Lords day became the alone weekly Feſtivall, as we 
ſee it in our time. Howbeit obſervable it is,that the ſaid Decree of 
{onftantiae, is as clear and full for the ſtriAt and reverent celebra« 


tion of the Anniverſary Feaſts, as of the Lords day, The words of 


the Decree are, That all who are ſubjeft to the Roman Empire, 
ſeuld reſt from all labour en the dayes entitled by our Saviours 
N ane, and ſhould reverence them; for the memory of thiſe things 
which were done on thoſe aayes by the common Saviour of us 
all. (C) | 
Tius we have (ſh2wed what 75 Truth ; wecome now unto Er- 

; E YOAr, 


-*< 2508 
re 7108 I 4 
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ro#r, which (according to the old ſaying) i manifold ; (d) but the d) Error eff 


- this they bring us two Reaſons ; ohe is, Becauſe the Sabbath was of the fourth 


. unto we anſwer; Firſt,with 7 errullian,let them ſhew 1 that Adam, *( 1, cp 
' or Abel, or Enoch, or Noab, or any of the Parriarchs did ever keep +2aſſe, aut Abel, 


' browght thee ont of the land of Egypt, ont of the houſe of bondage, (»)*,, £509, 10, x, 
/ cannot (in a literall ſenſe, according as they were ſpoken) be ap- | 


(6) 


moſt remarkable opinions, or rather phanſics, are three, The firſt Mulriplex, 

is, of the old Sabbatarians, who teach,zhar the keeping of the Sab- 

bath or ſeventh day of the week , namely SatterJay, ts a dnty Mo- $2 ].Ock: 
rall aud N aturall, and ſo obliging all men at all times. (e) To prove fords docrine 


appointed by G O D, and obſerved by Adam in Paradiſe. But here. [grocery ge. 


the Sabbath. (f) Secondly, Every appointment or command of axt Enoch,ggc. 
G OD to eAdam in the ſtate of Innocency was not Morall ; for Tertul. adverſ. . 
ifſo, then GODS command of yo: eating the forbidden fruit AT 
(gs) ſhould be Morall and binding to us, which were grofſe to af- 3 ms 
firme. Thirdly ; We read that Adam and Eve were created on the 28.31. 

ſixth day : (b) that immediately after their creation, they were 1) Compare 
placed in the garden of Eden, (:) and that x: the ceo] or evening —_— $45 7 
( &) of the day, GOD walkedin the garden, called unto Adam ; ar- |, Sarrk 6g 
raigned both him and her for eatizg of the forbidden fruit, and Gen.z.8. 
preſently caſt them out of Paradiſe, //) ſo that Adam was neither !) Gen.z. 8,9. 
in innocency nor in Paradiſe on the ſeventh day. (y) THEIR 71522, 23, 24 
other Reaſon for the Morality of the Sabbath is, Becauſe the 0b- ENCE = - 
ſervation thereof was delivered in Mount Sinai, and enjojned by the ; 
fourth-commandement. Unto which we anſwer ; Firſt, that all the 
words which G O D ſpake at the delivery of the Law in Mount 
Sinai were not Morall;For thoſe words in the Preface,which have 


Gen, (+3 +9.3 J, 


plyed to any other people then the Jewes. Secondly, if all the 

words ſpoken by God in Mount $a; were Moral}, then why 

is not the fifteenth verſe of the fifth chapter of Denteronomy,inſer- 

ted into our Copies of the Decalopre, ſeeing Moſes teltifieth, that 

the Lord ſpake thoſe Words in the Honnt, (0) as well as the reſt ? « Dent,s.2 2. 

Thirdly, upon a due and ſerions conſideration of the words com- 

monly reputed within the fourth Commandement, we ſhall find, 

that they contain in them a double Precept ; The one Gerneral/the 

otber Speciall, Tut Generall Precept is, Remember the ſabbath, 

or reſt day to keep it holy: (p) Wherein foure things are required, P Exod. 32,9, 

Firſt,there muſt be a ſer day or time for GODS ſervice. Second. 

ly, that day muſt be a day of ref/,from our ordinary —_ 
p Y, 


(6) 
ly, ir mult be kept holy, that is, ſpent in the worſh'p of GOD and 
divine exerciſes. Fourthly, we mult remember, both to have ſach 
qRom 1."9.22 dayes and obſerve them, And that this Precept is Morall and Na- 
"tote rark turall the very light of reaſon hath evidenced unto all men: For, 
- from the view of this g!otious fabrick of the world, from the ad- 


bus, ad res drui- 17 ; , 
ns a4miniſtran- mirable beauty, order, and variety of things therein, from terrour 


- das ntamur, p3- gf conſcience in cvill doing, and many other wayes, the moſi a- 


pulus In Incer to vage people are convinced there is a GOD;(g)Andifa GOD, 
poſirus,uun juan LEES . 
convenire potc- then he mutt be ſerved,bzcauſe on him is our dependency ; And if 
rit, ut aidiaz ſerved, then there mult be a day or time ſet apart for his ſervice, 
verbun Domini, otherwiſe men being upon uncertainties can never aflemdle;(7 ) 
_ ou in And if there be a day or time ſet apart for his ſervice, then muſt 
994 By n wee reſt on that day from our owae worke, otherwiſe we mock 
G OD in pretending a day unto him, and taking it to our ſelves ; 


ſ Exod, 29,10, 
II, And if we reſt from our own work,then we mult :»:ploy onr ſelves 


3 Col.2.16, 3» holy duties, elſe the day is not ſo properly a day of re/# as a day 


u Calvin-l.2* of idlexeſſe, which reafon condemns, Tas Special! Precept is, 
mnſtitut.c.8 ſef. Six d Pres” And herei I; 

33. 32. Bullin- $1X ayes ſhalt thou labour, 8c, (s) And herein not any g!:mpſe oc 
ger. D-cad. 2. ſhadow of Morality appeareth : For, that GOD created the 
Serme4.Daneus World in ſix dayes, reed the ſeventh, hallowed it, and allowed ſix 
Ethic. Chriſti- dayes for labour, it was meerely of his divine will and x er La 
an L.2.6.10- There was nothing in nature, nothing in reaſon, but that G O D 
Zanch. in expl. ©. ; G or Eee x Y 

Pracept.4. Ur- might have fintthed theCreation.in fx minutes,as well as ſix days; 
6n Catechet,g. nor is the ſeventh day in nature more holy, buc that G O D mighr 
103. Polan. have appointed any other day as well as that, Wherefore we con- 
ſurag Theol: clude with Saint Pawd, that the obſervation of the Sabvath or ſe- 
eng 4a by venth dzy was Ceremonial, (z) not Morall ; and by conſequence, 
Treatiſe of Tra- Chis Precept was a part of the, Ceremoniall Lzw, (#) abrogated 
ditions 6 20. in Chriſt,(w) and is now jultly fer aſide by all Chriſtian Churches. 
Doflor Pride- The ſecond Opinion is, of the Anabaptiits and Libertines, wt.0 
og" 4 teich,7 hat all ſet days "4 times to GODS Service are ur l1Wfall.(x) 
Carpenters Burt this is dire@!y 2g1inſt the fourth Command<cment : and as 
Geography, 1. 1. for their reaſons, fnch as they be, you have thein brought forth, 
c.11, p. 238, and confuted in the following Treatiſe (y). | 

239. The third Opinion is, of the new S3bbararians, who drcam of 
w H-b.9.10. . - middle way betwizt a Jew and a Chriltian ; and this they uſu- 


x Balduin, de , : "WY 
Cal.Conſcient, Ally lay down 10 two Propoſitions, The firlt is, That the Lords 


L.2.G-t3.(af.1, Day, or firſt day of the Wecke, namely Sunday, may be called the 
. 4 Scet.zz , Sabbath: The next is, That the Obſervation of the Lords Day ts a 
| No Atorall 


T2 
be tr 


CD OLSON 


(7) 


' Morall duty enjoyned by 3 O D himſelfe, and declared both by the 


doftrine, and prattice of Chrift, and his Apeſi les (a). The firſt appea» 
rance of this kinde of Teachers was in. the yeare of our Lord 
1595 (6), neer the end of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth: And 
becauſe they are neither able to produce dire Scripture, nor ſo- 
lid reaſon for what they ſay, they labour to ſupport their con- 
ceits by fallaſies, falficics, and wreſtings of G o D s Holy Word, 
as upon ſcanning their proofs will be manifetft ro the meanelt ca- 
pacity, For their firſt Propoſition;they alſkdge two Reaſons why 
the Lords Day may be called the Sabbath: One is, Becauſe the 


- Sabbath ſig»ifies a reſt ; and therefore the Lirds Day being a reſt, 
-may be called the Sabbath. * But to this we Anſwer,jt is falſe thac 


the Sabbath ſignifies a Reſt ; For when-by Cuſtome of ſpeech a 
common name is reſtrained co a particular place, thing, or perfon, 
it thenbecomes a Proper name, and fo loſing its community, 
does fignifie that only particular,unto which by cutome of ſpeech 
ie isapplyed ; as for inſtance, rhe temple is a common name fig- 
nifying the church ; yet in London, where by cuſtome of ſpeech 
this name, The Temple, is reſtrained to an Inns of Court, it is 
falſe, and abſurd to ſay you were at The Temple, and mean the 
Church of Saint Giles : Inlike manner the ſabbath is a common 
name ſignifying the reſt ; yet in the Chriſtian Charch, where by 
cultome of ſpecch (c) (according to God s holy Phraſe through- 
out the Old and Naw Teſtament (4) this name, The Sabbath, 
is reſtrained to the Jewiſh weckly Feſtival,it is faiſe and abſurd to 
ſpeak of The Sabbath, and mean The Lords Day, Their other rea- 
ſon why the Lords Day may be called 7 he Sabbath, is, Becanſe the 
Lords Day ſucceeded in the roome of the Sabath, But if this Argu- 
ment be good, then may Zapti/me be called Circumciſron, the 
Lords Supper the Paſſeover, and King Fames Queene Elizabeth. 
As for the fecond Propoſition; wherein they affert the Morality, 
and Divine inſtitution of the Lords Day ; their Reaſons are at large 
debated in the following Treatiſe, * and therefore we ſhall here 
take notice only of three. The firſt is, Becarſe (ſay they) Adam, 
accoraing to GODS command kept the Sabbath iz the ſtate of inne- 
cency (e). But this allegation is falſe; for, (as we have proved 
before) Adams Fell in the fixth day; and our new Sabbatarians 


(a) Se?, The 
Praftice of 
Picty. DoRor 
Toung in his 
Dies Dominica, 
Do&or Twiſſe, 
Walker, Ley, 
Sbephcard, Ni- 
cholas and Ri- 
chard Byficld, 
Martindale, Abs 
bot, in weir 
Treatilcs of 
the Sabbath, 
Scudder in his 
Chriſtians daily 
Walk, &c. 

(b) See Rogers 
Preface to his 
Treatiſe upon 
the 39.Articleg 
* Ley,Sunday a 
Sabbath, c. 13» 
P:79e 


c) Chriſtiank 
o& ſolenne ab- 
ftinerc 2 v0ca- 
balis apud Fu- 
deos muſu: ideo 
raro leguntuy 
vocabulum Sab - 
bati uſurpaſse, 
Dies Domini- 
Ca l.I.Ge Fo 
(6) Ley Sun- 
day a Sabbath. 
Pp. 14. & 16TI. 
* See our An- 

(wer to Maſter 
Fof. Herings 
9th, <Quare. 
(*) The Prat. 
of Picty, Prin- 


red by R.T. p. 283, Dics Dominica. 1. 1, c. 8, Du Bartas, inthe ſeventh day of the Week, 
| B t hem- 


* - l - _— W —S » 
TI + TR : _— . 


(3) 
themſelves up3n ſecond thovghts have publiſhed, That the /ikee 
lieſt opinion to be true, ®,That Man fell the firſt day of his Creation : 
Which is (fay they) the more probable,becauſe if Adam and Eve had 
lodged in Paradiſe one night, his firſt child had not been bigotten in 
his owne likeneſſe, that is, in the ſtate of corruption into which he 


f The AL Ffell(f). B:fides, what is the ſanRification of the Sabbath ſpoken 


= pg of by c Moſes in the ſecond Chapter of Geneſis, to our obſer- 


4. ving the Lords day ? That was appointed to be kept on the ſe- 
venth, and laſt day of the weck ; this is kept on the firſt day 

of the week : That was the day in which GO D reſted from his 

g:Gen.2.2. Workof Creation(g);This is the day in which GOD began to create 
b Gen.l-I he beaven and the earth (h) : That was onr Satwrday ; This is our 
Sunday. THE1R ſecond proof for the Morality of the Lords 

Day is, from the fourth Commandement ; where they ſeek to 

?  _ corrupt the very Text, and would perſwade us that as for Taz 
i Tbe Prafice Gemth day, we mult read A ſeventh day ; (5) as if G O D did not 


of Piety, Prin- 


ted by-R. T, p. there ſet apart a certain day of the week, but left it to manto 
269.R.Byfield, KEEP Which of the ſeven he pleaſed. Uato which we anſwer, that 


Dofrine if the this conceit is not onely againſt the letter of all-our Tranſlations, 


Sabbath.y.116, but even repugnant to the ſenſe of the Commandement; For 

_ the words are expreſſe, that G O D bleſſed and ballowed the Sab- 
bath day, that Sabbath day was the ſeventh day, that ſeventh day 
was the day in which 5 O D reſted from hu ſix dayes work of Crea« 


| k Compare Exo, tion. (k) Nay, grant it were true (as theſe men would have) that 


20-10,11, With this Special Precept dbes exaRly oblige us,and that no particular 
Gen.2.223. gay of the ſeven was by G O D appointed to be kept holy; then 
may we ſer apart Munday orTueſday,or any other day toGODS 

ſervice,as well as Sunday;and ſo by their own argument,the Lords 

day is no more Morall then any other day of the week, Tyz1R 

' third proof is, from the title or name Lords day, which (ſay they) 

cannot be for any other reaſon, but becauſe it ts of the Lords inſtitu- 

IR. Byfeld, #92. (1) Weanſwer, this is falſe ; For the, Lords day is not ſo 
Doctrine of the Called, becauſe it was inſtituted by the Lord, but becauſe it is de» 
Sabbatb.p.123- dicated tothe Lord;as we commonly fay,Saint aries Church, or 


Dics Dominica. Saint Peters Church;which no man did ever imagine, were built _ 


L 1.6. 5:P-24- gf founded by Saint Aſary, or Szint Peter. 

And now, Brethren, Ye that love the Lord Jeſus and his trath, 
know, that for your ſakes theſe things are written ; and be ye ex- 
korted,ſerioufly to weigh and conſider the premiſſes with - fol 

wing 


Vp 


(9) 
lowing Treatiſe, Gwe not heed to ſeducing ſpirits and dolrin m Hol 
devils, who command to abſtain from we Which GOD mo are as gh 
created to be received of them which believe, and k:19w the truth, (n) drink.Col, 2.16 
Dayes there wult be to G O DS ſervice, and c:rtainly, it is more s OE 
worthy of praiſe, and more profitable ts ſanttifie thoſe which the anci- — 
ent, Apoftolique, and purer (hurch did al'o accuſtome to ſanflifie.(o) Feſth. q. 2. 
Wherefore let us keep to the old paths, where ts the good Way, and The, 2. 
walk therein;(p) and whenſocver oportunity (hall bc given et us The Faytn. of 
all as men of ore heart;gn4 one ſonl,(g)umbly Pegition theT brice Cleife Nate 
High,(r) and Thrice» Hoxourable (5) (ourt of PARLIAMENT GAL Fogerr, q 
to take theſe points into debate, and by ANACTT © &c. are Conſti- 
EsTABL1SH Tus STRICT AnD Dus OB$SE«VATION "9% of the 
Or THosE ANNIVERSARY FEASTS Wurcn ARE — 
ENTITLED BY Our Saviouks NAME : So ſhill the rt 
Cuſtomes and Honour of the ancient pure, & Apoſtolique Chur- Do&rine 
ches be preſerved;the ſolemn days forGODS worſhip be encrea- of the Sabbath. 
ſed -the charge of inconſtancy,and fickleneſſe in our profeſſion be 224: 
diſpr ved ; the fear of falling into Atheiſm be ſuppreſſed ; the : mm 
Jewilh and ſuperſtitious eſteeme of the Lords day be abated;our 5 Conrmpn hs 
Chriſtian liberty maintained ; the mindes and conſciences of the Y/4-of © nts, 
moſt, and belt part ofthis Nation be ſatisfied ; our Vowes and __- 
Declarations of Reforming according to the word of GOD, and On 
the example of the beſt Reformed Churches be performed : LO ay 
bleſſed, yea bleſſed f _— —_— 
y ed forever ſhall they be that wiſh well to Sion, 


and build up tht walls of Feruſalem. 


HAalelu-Fah. 


n _ 


bes A 4 


CHRISTIAN CAVEAT 
| ' TO THE 
Old and New Sa BBATARIANS, 


PR ” —— 
- 


SECTION I. 
The Occaſion and Method of this Treatiſe, 


S&SS Ver ſince theeſtabliſhment of an nniformity of 
SIQ Dettrine(a)and Publiqug Service in theChnrch a ba mo Do. 1562. 
of Englend.l 6)many zealous and godly Mini- þ $.g%e aa; before | 
{ters have from time to time greatly bewailed th: Common Prayer 
| PRQD che increaſe of SeRaries, (c) Quien ELza. booke. | 
beth, finding that no admonitions nor threats could filence © E«Clefaſticall whion, | 
their bitter and envenomed tongu's; was forced to (4) ba» yo. + 5, 14. Rogers 7 
; _ ; , reicles inn the Pree - 
niſh them ; King famrs, after a judicious and patient h:aring tice. 
of their weak and ſlender objettions, (e) enjoyned them t2 con- TheEpiſtle cf the 


forme, and by Eceleſiaſticall cenſure: reſtrained the diſob2. Tranſl. of the 
* | Bible to' K. Tame: 


it i 1 NG 1. 4 AmoDon. 1593. . 
But now, it is ſtrange to conceive, what liberty they take ppl x6. .* 3 


unto themſelves ; What rempeſts of railing and diſgrace: they « Seethe Conference 
beap upon thoſe who croſſe their fickleneſſe With conſtant vinds- 2: Hampton (oor. ey 


by they verifie that of S. Paw!l, (gp) Evil-men and ſeducers Ta Pcoclam, 16, 
ſeal Wax worſe and Worſe, deceiving and bring deceived, © 7 .\ rp; 
{Ca . *% + 2 & hs 4 im J.,q 3- 

Ir makes me (ſaith a nored Divine) * t piry this great * Qbad. Sedemike, 
and famous City, when I beho!{ a COoBLuvises, A VERy. inhis Treatiſe, enti- 
RaBBLEt OF ALL OP1NLeNS, ang {uch a. goings and ruied, Chriſtt counſel 
comming, touching at, wid jehling! off frond the Ian of apright-, hr þ Ipguiſong | 
neſſe, one Week thus #s a truth, ani almoſt an Article ; the next pa? 229,230, P:1 
B 3 week © © 
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exhibendo mata, la- 
* xenti cos pelte cor- 


; a 


| b 1 Pet. 2. 16. 
- c Permiſcent ref. 


perucrſis ; ut oſten- 


deudo bona, aud:rores i: 


ad fe trahant : & 


| rumpant. G:eg. Mag. 


F Moral |.5.c, cr, 


Error ) ſeipſum 


' xon oftcuditur, nc dc- 


nudatue deprebenda- 
tur. Irenzus adverſ. 


; Hzre:, in Pcocemio. 


'' d Proteftati;n pro- 


teſtcd, pag. 8. 


l z e Sec Mr. Spelsber- 


rics True (ubject of 
Baptiſme. 


' f The Anatomy of 


the Service-book, 


| pag. 2,3,13,17. 


25,26, 
g Proteſtation pro- 


'# | Zefled. pag.7- 


h Proteſt. ibidem. 
Smefiymmus, Set» 1. 
7 Exod. 15.1. 
I Chron. 16.7- unto 
verſe 37. Pſal. 44. & 
8.5.& 92. & I02.as 
peareth by the ti- 
tles of thoſe Plalmes. 
Joel.2.17.Luk.11,2. 
Juſt, Marc. Apol, . 


Tertul.adverſ.gentes, 


c.39. Euſcb,de vit, 
Con. |. 4. c. 18. p. 
106. Calv.ad prote&. 


(13) 
week it is no ſuch matter, but ſome other thing # the right, And 
truly, what elſe can be expetd, whit. men doe ſe their 


liberty, not as the ſervants of Go1, but for a cloak, of malici- 
ouſneſſe; (6) intermixing a 


ſowing the tares of errouc 
and diviſion with the ſeeds gf truth and peace ? (c) 
Take a fait of cheir new,/fiery-new Divinity. They (3y, 


_ that the Church of Eaglant hath not the Sacraments duly ad- 


miniſtred,nor the Word truly preached,and ſo wants the markes 
of a true Church. (d) They dexy the Bapriſme of Infants eo 


be lawfull, (e) They call the Licurgie and Pablick, ſervice, 


of our Charch ranke Atheiſme, a proud inveighling ſtrumpet,a 
curſed Maſſe of ſuperſtition,full of ſerpents, bathed in the bloo4 
of bodies, ſouls, and eſtates ; the reliques or leavings of the Po« 
piſh dregs ; not the ſtump or limb, but the head of the Dragon, 
ro better then the conjaring or es of Magicians : (f) The 


{barater of Antichriſt or Antichriſtiani{me, (g) They lay ' 


rhat a ſer forme of Publique Pcayer is « main branch of Po- 
pery : (h) yet we find that ſet formes of Prayer have ever 
been uſed and approved in Gods Church, (3) They fay, 
that the thirty nine Articles of our Church are Ruffed with 
Popery and Arminianiſme : (k) and they have ſo vilified che 
books of Homilies, that the very name of them is unto the 


vulgar become contemptible, Whence it is too too evident 


(ler them make what pretence they pleaſe) that their aime 
is to confound and root out our Religion. For (as 1. 
Prynne hath well obſerved) the Whole body of our Religion 
65 included in our Common: Prayer Books our Articles, jrs ans 
Homilies. (1) | 

No marvaile then, if THE v refuſe to celebrate the Nats- 
vity of (briſt;who (by their own confeſſions) have revolted 
from the Chwurch of Chriſt ; who diſgrace, hate, ſlander, and 
perſecute (m) the moſt Orthodoxe, the moſt eminent, and 
chiefeſt of all the Reformed Churches, the (burch of Eng- 
and, (n) No marvaile, if Ty y revive thoſe old, rotten 


Angl.ep.87. Muſcul.in Pſ1l.65, The book of Hom, Tom: 2, Hom: 9 :pag. 138. Dr. Preſton 


in his Sermon ſty.ed, 


The Saints daily exerciſe. k Saltmarſh his Examinat. of Mr, Fullers Ser- 


mon, pag. 2. 1 A ſurvey of Coxens Cour. Devor. in the Epiſt. Ded, z Gal.4.29, 7 See 


Mr.Smiths Treatiſe, called, Gods eArrows agaiuft Atheifis, Chap. ult. 
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(13) 


errours of the PETROBRUSIANS 4, (affirming, that 4 In vita Bernard, 


Chriftians ought not to keep or obſerveFeaſts)who have a long L. 3G: Fo 
time endeavoured tobring in all manner of Herefies and 


Schiſmes, and conſequently Atheiſme, which in milder ſpeech © Videl.de Arcan, 


7 called Libertiniſme (e). No marvaile, if they reject the Armin, |. r. c. 1. 


f The Lords Prayer 


tradition of our Church touching the day of our Saviours 1,1; 17 borer on- 


Nativity, who dare wilfully and impiouſly rejeR (f) that cerrainnen, p.28, 


moſt abſalute, moſt excellent, moſt Divine (g ) Prayer ; which, g Divinoplane artifi= 


Gods word recordeth (h), was tazght the Diſciples even by ©/9 conftans. Pola, 
our Saviour himſelfe. 
Now for the perfeR diſcovery of the perderſneſle, grofle raimers r. & 2. 


Synt Theol.l. g. cap, 
17. Sce alſo Biſhop 


miſtakes, and ignorance of theſe men ; and alſo for the full Serm.on the Lords 


and cleare vindication of our Charch from this foule aſper. prayer. 
fion of maintaining 4 ſuperſtitious Novelty (5) ; we ſhall ſer þ Luke 17, 2. 
downe theſe two Poſitions. * © & diſpurant neſcio 


quas impias novitater, etiam &-nos (Ecclefiz Anglican filios) conentur arguere, quod aliquod 


dicamws. Auguſt. de verb. Apoſt. Serm. 1 4. 

7. That Chriſtian Magiſtrates may 
lawfully conſtitute and ordaine 
Feaſt-dayes, or daies of ſolemne 
Thankſgiving ; and require O- 
bedience unto ſuch Conſtituti- 
ons. 

2. T hatthe Church of England doth 
upon juſt and good grounds cele- 
brate the Nartiviry Oz: Our 
Loxp,onthe 25.day of December. 


In the diſcuſſing of the latter Poſition, we (ſhall ſhew:; 
I. The ſeverall names and titles of this Feaſt, We | 
2c at 


i Luis ifti diſſerunt 


bu] 


_ |, C19) E. 
2. That the Feaft of the N.ativity is groweded upon the 
Scriptures. 
3 mow chis Feaſt is duly Celebrated by the Chriſtians in 
all ages. | 
4. That our Saviour was borne on the 25. day of De- 


cember. 
5. The worke of the day. | 
After which, we ſhall (God willing) conclude with a pa- 
theticall exhortation unto the true ſonnes of the Church of 


E la as 
ng F// , 


SECT1ON II. 


That Chriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and ordan 
Feaſt-aaies, or daies of ſolemn Thankſgiving, ard require 


obedience unto ſuch Conſtututions, 


He truth of the former part of this Poſition (to wit, 
T hat (hriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and 
ordaine Feaſi-dayes) ts cleared by foure reaſons. 
Tax Fir s Tr Reaſon, They that by Goas Word have power . 
to limit things indifferent, way lawfully conflitmte Feaſt aaies: 
Becauſe Fealt-daics are in themſelves things indifferent, as 
f Rom. 14.6, S.Parl teſtifieth (f) He that regardeth a day, regarduth it un- 
to the Lard ; and be that regardeth not the day, to 'the' Lord he 
doth not regard it. | | 
But Chriſtian Magiſtrates by Gods word have pawer to limit 
things indifferent, (*) For the power given unto Magiſtrates 
* 1 Cor. 14.40, by Gods Word, (a) is not over ſuch things as are preciſcly 
age y qi ſunt que commanded or forbidden by God (b). 
copre, nec vetite fn, Therefore Chriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conftitute 
Polan.Syntag. Theol. Feaſt-daies. | | 


lib.6.cap. 38. Becan. loc. com. 33+ ſeQ. 13. & I5. 4 Mat. 17. 27, & chap, 22. 21, Rom. 13. 
I,2, 3,4 5,6, 7. Heb. 13.17. 1 Pct. 2.17, b Pracepta humana ſunt determinationes cir- 


Cumſtautiarum ucceſſaria & utiles ad ſeruanda pracepta moralia' prime vel ſecunde Fabule. Urſin. 
explicar. Catecher. part 3..queſt g6. 

Taz SECoND Reaſon. They that fer apart ſpeciall 

cimesto meditate on the goodneſlc of God in Chriſt 7e/zs, 

and 


ke 


bY 5 


I 
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(15) 
and to render thankes for the ſame, doe that which is law- (c) Mr. Perkins 
full (c). . Comment on the 

Galatians, C. 1.V-24+ 

Feftorum veterks TiStamenti geius, quod morale & naturale eſt, abrogatum in novo non eft, ur nemi- 
rum homo deputer aliquod tempus vitz ſuz ad vacandum Divinis 3 ſcd Fecies tantum, qua» 
renua fea illa expreſſo marda:o Det ad certas circumftantias temporum determinata & alligata erant, 
ſub pecctio mortali e pena damnations, Hoſpin. de orig, felt. Chriltian, c. 1, 

Bat Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſti:ute Feaſt- 
dayes, ſet apart ſpeciall times to meditate on the goodneſſe 
of God in Chcilt Jeſus, and to render thankes for the , þ, 1. Synrag: 
ſame (a): FP: . : Theol l, 5. c.35- 

Therefore-Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute willets Synopl. inthe 
Feaſt-dayes, doe that which is lawfull, 9. generall conrover- 

Tas THiRD Reaſon, In time of Gods extraordinary *©J0=#-7-2-494s 

- wu | 495. & quzlt.8p. 
Judgements upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates may law- ,-eulc.annor, A- 
fully conſtitute extraordinary daies of ſolemn mournivg, or pocalyp.1.ſe&.6. 
Feaſt- dates (e). - The Pra&.of.Piety, 

Therefore (by the rule of contraries) in times of Gods ex. Printed by R. T. pag. 
etraordinary bleſſing upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates 3% 


. . : dg. 10. 26. 
may lawfully conſtitute extraardinary daies of ſolemne oF vm, 4 + Oh 


thankſgiving, or Feaſt-daies, 20, 3- Ezra.8.21,22, * 
Tas Four T H Reaſon, That which may be lawfully 23- Neb.9-1.36,37. 
obſerved, may be lawfully ordained. Heſft.4.3. Joel. 2. 12» 


But Feaſt daies may be "lawfully obſerved. For our Sa- th mes 6,17,18, 


viour kept not onely the legall Feaſts (f) ; but the fea#t of f John 2.13. 23+ 
Dedication ($) Which Judas IMaccabens inſtituted (bh), The & 5.1.09 12.14. 
Apoſtles alſo obſerved -Feaſt-daies (5); and Saint Paxlfſaith, £ Jobn 10. 22, 23+ 
That he haſted if it were poſſible for him to be at Jernſalem the ® * Maccab.4.59. 


day of Pentecoſt (k). And in another place, / muſt by all Ay Cor. 


meanes keep this Feaſt that commeth in Feruſalcm (1). kh As 20. 16. 
Therefore Feaſt-daies may be lawfully ordained. L Ati us ndvlas 
| | Ads 18. 21. . 


Seeing then that Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly and law- 
fully conſtitute Feaſt-daies, it followes undeniably,thatthey 
may require obedience unto ſuch conſtitutions : for they are the 
Ainifters of God, and beare not the Word in vaine (m). Yea 
we mult zeeds be ſubjef?, not onely for Wrath, but alſo for (on- 
ſcience ſake, Men are bound by God in their Conſciences (ſaith 

C Ameſin) 


hn ” 


Non ſimfliciter abro- 


5 


A. (16) | 
2 Ad juBtas leges Ameſing) to obſerve the juſt lavves of men in a juſt manner (a), 
humenas juſto modo Tp, neglett of obedience 1s an offence to God (b). | 
obſeruan1as cbligan- 


tur bomines in conſcientiie ſuls a Deo. Amel, ca, conſc. lib. 1.cap. 2. b Harum legum obedientia 
rcceſſario prelatur, nec fine oifenfeone Dei neglegitu- propter ipſum mandaium Magiſtratuum.Urlin, 
explicat, Catecher.quezit.g6. 


Here three Objctions are commonly brought, 


Taz Fir sT ObjeRion is taken out of the words of 
Saint Payl to the Galatians ; After that ye have known Ged, 
(laith he) or rather are knoWn of Goa, kow turne ye againe to 
the weake and beg garly elements, whereunts you deſire againe to 
be in bondage * ye obſerve daies, and moneths, ana times, and 

Jeares ; 1 am afraid of youleſt I have beſtowed upox you labour 
in vaine (c), Where the Apoſtle ſeems to condemne the 
obſervation of all daies whatſoever. | 

Tas Anſwer, Theſe words muſt not be underſtood in 
ſolarge a ſenſe ; for then the Apoſtle ſhould condemne 
himſelfe in obſerving Feaſts (d). and alſo all good Chri- 
Rians in obſerving dates unto the Lord (e); which were im- 
pious to imagine, and implies a contradiftion: But (as 
Auguſtin, Jerome, Theodoret, Bruno, Zanchy, and others, ex- 
pound-the place) he reproveth the Galathians for obſerving 

f' Auguſt. ad Janu- Caies after that Zewi/b ſuperſtitions manner ( f'), giving reve- 
arium, Ep. 108, rence unto them (g), as if they had beene expreſly com- 
ad Adamant, cap.16. manded by God ; whereby they brought themſelves under 


4 —_ ) Law, and were entangled agarne with the yoke of bondage. 


gati ſum dies fcAj ; ſed tantum ex parte, quatenns legales eram, & per Moſcn populo Ifraelitico pre- 
ſeripti, Zanch, in 4. p1zcepr. de dicbus Fe is, q. I, Hookers Eccleſ.. Polic. |. 5. ſe&. 70. 
g Nos non femilzter obſervamus : non enim calend sFeolimus, nec dies feſtos, ficut ili in luxuria & 
epulis, ſcd in finceritate &gim4 cpulamur. Hieron in Epiſt. ad Galat. c, 4. b Galat.4.21:@' 5. 1, 


Taz SEconD Objection is, That the Magiſtrates 
power of making things indifferent to become neceſſary, 


cGal. 4. 9, iO, 11, 


dA&s 20.16, 
x Cor.5.2. & 16.9, 
E Rom, 14. 6, 


deſiroyes Chriſtian liberty, i» Which we are commanded by 


j Galat. g. 2. = Apoſtle to ftand faſt (5). Therefore ſuch power is unlaw- 
Ul. : 


Taz Anſwer. Mikceflicy is two-fold; External, Internal. 
| | | The 
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' Bah]. Moral. Reg, 30, Urſin. explicat. catechct, quzſt. 77. 8& quz 


(17) 
The Magiſtr»tes power neither does nor can make things 

indifferevt to become abſolutely neceſſary in themſedves : 

For that were to deſtroy the liberty WhereWith Chrift hath 

made us free (a). But the Magiſtrates power makes things -Spenep 15-9 IGga% 
indifferent to be neceſſary in reſp. & of external! neceſſity, I T; Ra 
for the avoiding of the contempt of authority, and for the ſhun- ,, 5, Coloſ.2.16. 
ning of ſcandall or offence (6), And in this, our Chriitian Li- þ Maſter Perkins 
berty does not coc:fiſt ; For in all things indifferent Gop Comment. onthe 


commands us to yeild obedience unto the Magiſtrate (c). _— _— 


generall coutroverſy, q. 7. PaF- 495, Bzcan. loc. Commun, 33.SeQ. 15. Obligantzantum ſcan- 
dali & contemptus ratione. Hoſpin. 'e orig. Feſt. Chriſtian, c. 2. Wolleb. Theol. Chriſtiane. 
}. 2. c. 7, SeR. 14. c Aions indifferent in the caſe of offence, ceilſe to be indifferent, and 
come under ſome Commandment pf th: Morall Law. Perkins caſes of Conf. 1, 1. c.5. Seas Fe 
Taz THrikD ObjcRion. Feaſt-daies are Holy. daies(4): 4_In the end ofthe 
But no Magiſtrates can make Holy-daies : (becauſe to ſar gs before the 
: Nk ooke of Common- 
Elifie daies or make them holy, 14 the priviledge of Gods »,, eh 
power (e). Therefore no Magiltrate can make Fealt-daies. 7, Perch Afembly 
Tas Anſwer. *Tis true ; no Magiſtrates can ſo ſane refuted, p. 66,67,68. 
daies unto holy uſes, as to 5npsſe them upon the Church neceſ. f Compare Gen.2.2, 
farily and perpetually to be obſerved of all and every Chriſtian, 3- o_ OE = 
rnder Pain of damnation of ſoul and body: For this #« the privi- ES Es 
ledge of Gods power (f).But Chriſtian Magiſtrates, in their own 
Dominionshave authority from God to ſarAifie or appoint 
daies unto holy uſes, ſo that the ſnare of abſolute neceſſity be not 
laid upon mens. coxſciences (g). Wherefore Feaſt. daies are 
Holy: daies, not in themſelves, (by a qzaliry of holineſſe inhe« 
rent,and under the Paine of the, great curſe (h)) to be obſerved, 
as the Papilts fondly imagine (7) ) but, in reſpeR of their g Mods conſeientits 
holy uſe. In which ſenſe alſo, the Temple, the Water in Ba- abſolute niceſſraris 14- 
ptiſme, the Bread aud Wine at the (ommunion, ate often cal- quem #1 injiciatuy. 
led holy (k). Wollob. Theol.Chri- 
: ſtianz, ibidem. 
hb &y43$tpa i5w, Gal. 1.8,g. i Concil. Trident. Seff. 7. Can. T3. Bellarm. cap. 10. 
propoſ. 2. Apoc, 1, S:&. 6. Rhemiſt. Apoc. 1. Se&. 6. k Aug. _ 57. ſuper Levit, 
. 122, SeR, 3» Willets 
Synopl. pag. 494+ 
Thos much for the firſt Poſition, We come now unto the 
ſecord, (to wit, That the Church of England woth upon juſt 
and g00d gromnds celebrate the Nativity of onr Lord on the 25. 
C 2 day 


(18) T 


day of December) which will evidently appeare, when the 
forementioned particulars are diſcuſſed and proved. 


SECTION II. 
The ſeverall names and titles of thy FeaF, 


(2) ort gay Ocds [gh and excellent were the titles which the Chriſtian 
CUCLOTODS TH Churches have uato this Fealt, 


oa wo -O | R The Greek or Eaſterne Church called it, 1, ©509dy:a, vel 
(4-H . at.}9, 4 - 
-% apa 3% ©togaric, Gods appearing; becauſe God appeared unto them 


Chriſti generar. by the Nativity (a); or (to uſethe Apoltles phraſe) God was 
b ©; epareew Fn manifeſted in the fleſh (b). Ra P A , 

% oaext.1Tim.3.16 2 "Em1qdyte, (c) Tas appearing, xe] :Zoylw ; implying 
c Naz. Oat. in S, that this appearing excelled all other '\whatſoever. Bur here 
Lumin. Ch:yſoſt. ewo things are worthy to be noted : The on? is, that the 
ones de _ Churches in Egypt, becauſe they celebrated Cbriſts birth, and 
piſtol + Theophiti :1:1m allo his Bapti/me, upon one and the ſame day, called both 
Epiphaniorum appella- thoſe Fealts promiſcuouſly, Epiphania (4). The other is, 
tionem accommodatum That the Moderne Churches have through uſe and cuſtome 
in e/£gyp:o fuiſſe a4 of ſpeech, reſtrained the word, Epiphany, unto the Feaſt 


nr ny EG commonly called, Twelfth day : which is celebrated in me- 


ct diem Baptiſmi Chri- MOTY of the miraculous appearing of a ſtarre (e) ; by the lea- 
ſti nuncuparent & u- ding Whereof, Got did manifeſt his oneiy begotten Sonne to the 
rramg; fimuldic ſo» Gentiles (f). 

lemnz celebrarunt. 


Magdeb Cent. 4.c.6 3. Te&riJaia” ry cole (2) 3 The Birthday of Tru r $4- 
Beroald. chro.1-4.C, 2. vIOur, TY 5 

e 4 parvopepss,, 4+ NH cog1n uiyton, * fs cog} prlegmons (h) ; The grea- 
cie©-, Mat. 2.7. teſt Feaſt, and the Mother or chief of all Feaſts, 

f See the Colle, The Latine or Weſterne Church called it, 1. Dies Nati- 


Epiſtle and Goſpel wjratis (5), The day of THE Nativity, by way of eminency 
for the Feaſt of the ang dignity, « 


_ Epi _ 2 2. Luminaria, the Feaſt of light ; becauſe they uſed many 
: Chryſolt, - ono de Lights and Candles at this Feaſt : or rather, b-cauſe Chriff, 
Philogon. the light of all lights, that true :ght (&) then came into the 
i Amb. Serm, 12,13, world. 
+4 3. Dies natal;s Domini (1), vcl Natalitia Domini, The 


hn 1.5.9. | 
£ * rnd _ 9.82, Birth day of our Lord, 


The 
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lation or offering. 1. Becauſe the Lords Supper is an Euchars- 


er rathay. 


" . 


(19) 

The Church of England, as ſhe is ſeated in the Weſt, ſo 
ſhe imitates the Latine, ſtyling this Feaſt Chriſts Birth day, 
The Nativity of Chriſt, or Chriſtmas day (a). The fignifica- 
tion of which word, Chriſtmas, becauſe the name is by ſome 
much excepted againſt, we ſhall briefly unfold. 

The word Maſſe without all queſtion comes from the 
Latine word /4iſſa: but whether J4iſſa be derived from 
the Hebrew tongue, or be a Latine word corrupted, is no 
ſmall controverſie (6). 

They that derive Miſſa from the Hebrew, conceive that 
it comes from DD Miſſah, which fgnifies a» oblation or of- 
fering (c) ; and is framed by adding the letter 7 unto the 
end of £13,a word ſignifying Perſonal ſervice or tribute (4), 

They that account Miſſa to be a Latine Word corrnpred, 
conceive that the Fathers uſed it in ſtead of Aifio, which 
ſignifies a ſending away :- For in antient times, when the Li- 
turgie or Publique ſervice was ended (e), and the Commu. 
nicants addreſſed themſelves to be partakers of the Lords 
Supper, it was a cuſtome (as it is unto this day) to ſend away © £ 
the younger ſort, ſuch as were not yet fully inſtruted and ME way Ex- 
Catechiſed {f).Hence it came to paſle,thit Xſiſſa was taken F uzht. 75 y'3 --4 
for, and ſignified the Lords Swpper ; and fo a ſacrifice, an 05- / Ambr.epiſt.l. 
epiſt.3 3, Fir Miſſ 
Catechameni. Aug. de 

emp. ferm.237, 
g Rom, 12.1. 
þ Phil. 4. 18, 
Heb 13.16. 
Eft enim Eleemoſyns 
hotia quadar!, quam 
DE O offcrimus,he- 


& Booke of Homil. 
Tom.2,Hom.12. 
See Proper Pſalms ant 
Leſſons in the Booke 

of Common Prayer, 
b Bucan. loc.com.4v. 
Se&.1.Urlinrexplir, 
catecher qu.$0, 

e 371 NDD 
Oblationen ſpottenc 2. * 
Deurt. 16. 10. 
Sovwyope hic 
comeFunur ; & po- 
fterior vox Hebraica, 
rr priors cxege- 
uctTubjicitur. Con- 
ſule Vatabli Annor 
& Tranſlat, Genes 
venſes, | 

d Reuchlin. de Ru- 
diment,Hebr.lib, z, 


e Poſt xcilegyizy 


flicall ſacrifice; being a ſolemne remembrance and celebrati- 
on of the Propiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt, 2. B:cauſe in ze 
Lords Supper we preſent onr bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ac 
ceptable unto God (g).3.Becauſe when the Lords Supper is ce- 
lebrated,we offer up almes for the relief of the needy mem- 
bers of Chriſt ; whichisa kind of | Pans nm. p i 

We ſee then however the derivation of the word fa ..c. a 
may be diſputed, yer on both ſides it is agreed, that the (1g. po par wn 
nification thereof is a ſacrifice, an oblation, Or offering, And if Lex.pag.297. 
ſo,why may not the day on* which we ſolemnize {Chriſts i Sacrificale opm eff | 
birth, be properly and fitly called Chriſtmas day; it being a PIUS Hg 
day full of Offerings Full of Sacrifices (i)unto Chrst?Oa this Rorttth, no. 69 
day we Offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices (k) : WE. offer ſacrifices of iegupyirla 13 ways 
yiaov Tu Ot8, Rom, 15- 16. Ipſum mibi ſacerdotium ef} pralicare & evangelizare : hanc of< 
fero oblationem, Chryſolt- in Epiſt, ad Rom. Homil. 29. & 1 Perez 5. 

<3 praiſe 


; - Hoſpin.de orig. Felt. 


” F 
: 


(20) 


- —_ Fa crifices of joy (c); we offer ſacrifices of righteouſneſſe (d) ; and 


116, 17. the Scriptures tel] us, With ſuch ſacrifices God u Well pleaſed(e). 
Amos 4. 5. 6 Pſal. 27. 6. d Deut. 33. 19; Plal.. 4 5. & FI, 19, e Heb 13, 16+ 


(— 


; l SS cCTiomn IV. | 
That the Feaſt of the Nativity i grounded upon the Scriptares, 


_” 


He Scriptures, as well the Old as the New Tſtament? 


4 G:n.3. 14, 15- £4 abundantly ſet forth the great cſteeme we ought to 
Joha 8. 56. Upon have of the Birth-day of (hrift. | 
which Tcxtread  (Gop promiſed thi day, when He ſaid unto the Serpent, 


4x 9p nno- T he ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe thy head (a). | 
rations of the Aſem- The Patriarch Abraham (faith our Saviour ) re;ocrd to ſee 
bly of Divincs. - this day *. 

b Gen. 49. 10. | The Patriarch Zacob foretold thi day, ſaying, The Scepter 


See The Scriptures qt 
Harmony, pag-44445- ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor a LaW. giver from between his 


f c Ouod dies, aqua'cs feet, until $H1 Lou (that is CHRIST) come (b). 


omnes ; quoad res, que The Proph:t 1/aiah markes out this day as a ſpeciall (c) 
in iis pcraguntur uns and wonderfull day ; BE HoLD, a Virgin ſhall conceive and 
eſt preſtantior alig. þ, 1,9 , Sonne, and ſhall call his name Immanuell (4). Nay, ſo 
ChilRian.c.2, raviſhed is he with che con(ieration thereof, that he re- 
d TG. 7. 14. joyces with the Church, as if :he day of Chriſts Birth were 
eIſa. 9.2,3,6. then come : The People (faith he) that Walked in darkneſſe, 
f Zech.z:8, 10. have ſeen a great light:they that dwell is the land of the ſhadow 
g Cujus nomenſt + 1, 1h, wpon them hath he ſhined.They joy before jo mona 
G.rmen : hoc eſt quod 7 2 or 

alii prophet pred. xe ding t0 the joy in harveſt, & 4s men rejoyce when they divide the 
runt, vo-eruntq; Ger- ſpoile. For unto 14 4 Child 1's born, unto us a Souls grven (e). 
men ut Iſa 4.2. Ger- , In the Prophecy of Zechariah (f), Thus ſaith the Lok D 
men oe" i of Hoſts, BE HOL ' , 1 will bring forth my Servant(Chriſt)the 
3 Game Ja. BRANCH (g). 1s that day ſhall je call every man his neigh- 
iiz.Quibus focis bour under the vine, and under the figge-tree, For atthe Birth 
Chaldzus Paraphr.. of ory Saviour the Prince of Peace,there was peace through- 


vertit Meſſiam. Vatab. gut the whole world (h). 
in dif, locum. 2; 

h Ifa 2. 4. & 9.6, 7,8. & 11.6,7,3,9,10. Paul. Oroſ.lib 6.cap. 21.Ifidor. Pelufiota.l.4. Ep.203. 
Naulis Dommi, Natalis eff pacts. Leo. Mag.inSolemn. Nat. Ser. 6.c. 5. Vic. Strigel. Schol, 
Hil.in Cho. Mclan&.12.de 3. Mon. p. 419.Fnnc Chro,fol.g1.Genebr.Chro.p.479, 


This 


praiſe (a); we offer ſacrifices of thanks giving (b); we offer ſa - 
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(21) 
This day-the Apolile cals the fulneſſe of time(i, zwhen this 5 73 nhiguus 5% 
day came, men and Angels were filled with unſpeakable joy yesrs Gal, 4. 4. 
and admiration. BE 1" LD,( ſaid the Angel of the Lord unto 11 & idem Spiritua 
the Shepherds) 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which Pal BY got i Pear 
be to all people, For unto you is borne Tais DAY, in the City oy qualic offer adventus 
David a Savionr Which is CHRIST THE LORD. And Domini,in fenioribus 
* ſuddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly autem interpretazua eft 

hoſt praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt and on bene, que bene prophe- 


: | . tata fuerant : tpſe & 
earth peace, good will tawards men | Jo in uf Bn 


vit plchitudinem temporumn ad«ptionis veniſſe, & proximaſſe regnum celorum, t& inhabitare intra ho- = 


mines credentes itt eum qui ex Virgins natus eſt Immanuei.lien,adverl.t?txceli}.3.c.25. k Luke 
2.10,11,13,1 4 | - ———— 
Having then the Patriarchs, Prophets, the people of GoD, 
and the very Angels themſelves for an example of our r:- * 
joycing at the day of Chrilts Birth ; Ir is agreeable to the 
Word of God, and manifeſtly grounded thereon, thar the 
Feaſt or day of our Sationrs Birth, thonld be celebrated 
with all poſſible joy and publique thankſgiving unto God. 


— — 


SECTION V, 
That this Feaſt was duly celebrated by the (briſtians in all 
ages; and is approved by all Reformed Churches, 


Yi Ber. we cannot with ſome/a) peremptorily affirm, ® Pcrbibers, Apoſto- 
that the Feaſt of the Nativzty was kept by the Apoltles; tos, ut omnes illi dies 


yet will we not with others(6) obſtinately deny it : Becauſe 4p roaynony rug 
the Apoſtles and ether Chriſtians, as they uſed other things in- plinam noftram aliqua 

different, ſo alſs they freely uſed Feaſts(c ), and might in pro- prregiſſer nyſteria,ſacri 
bability uſe this ; it being a Feaſt obſerved in the times of > 4#934ud poſte- 


ros majori haber 
the Apoſtles. For CLEME&@NT, a glorious Martyr of im. 


Chriſt Jeſus, whom S.Paud reckons (4) amongſt his felovv mun religioſe coluiſſe 
| quandiu vixiſſent- 
Cujuſwodi ſunt dies .Dominici, Natalis, ec. Polyd. Virgil. de invent, rcrum, lib. 6. cap. 8. 
b Perth AfSembly refated, pag. 79, $0. c Apoſtol: & alii Chriſtizni, ut aliis rebns adiaphorir, 
> ctiam feſtis libere uſr ſums. Magdeb, Centur, 1, 1, c.6. d As Euſebizs ſaith, Ecclef, Hiſt. 
23.Cap.4- 


labourers 


pL 


50h iy PO TUNA A Ie ERIN ns, AAAS? ws...” 


A 
| (22) 
labonrert in the. GoFell, whoſe names are in the Bookes of 
e Philip. 4.3. . life (e)) writcs thus unto the Chriſtian - Church ; Brethres, 
f Dies Fejtos agitate keepe diligently Feaſt daies, and truly in the FIRST place the 


ratres, ac primum qui= ' 
Janes i primum quis 1 yof Chriſts Birth (f). 
Clement. Conſt. Apoft. lib. 5. cap. rz. This Author is cited by Mr. Ley, in his Simday & * 
Sabbath, pag. 167. and by Mc,R. Byfiel4, in his Dofrine of the Sabbath, p.1 50. and by DoRor 
Toung in Dies Dominica, pag. 82. and he 1s the onely Author cited by them for the Eords day 
in this firſt Age Why ſhould any grudge us the ſame Liberty ? 


' In ths ſecond age. 
| From the yeare 1co, unto 200, | 
g Statutum eft, role Tx LE$PHORUS,in his Necretall Epiſtle ſaith (g) Jt 72 
ſani?z Nativitats De- ,,,1;,.4 that-in the holy nipht of the N ativity of our Lord and 
5 ger Savionr, they doe celebrate Publique Church-ſervices, and in 
rum Angelicum in cis them ſolemnly ſing the Angels Hymne, becauſe alſo the ſame 
ſolennirer decantent, night he was declared unto the Shepherds by an Angel, 4s the 
quoniam Qreadem tuth it ſelfe doth Witneſſe (b). 
node ab Angelopaſto-  T14z0p nt ius Biſhop of Ceſarea in Paleſtine,faith,that 
ribus nunciatis eft, fi : 
cut ipſa verites teſts. Fe OUGHT tocelebrate the Birth-day of our Lord, on what 
tur, Teleſph.Epiſt.de- day ſoever the 25. of December ſhall happen (1). 
cret. Tom.r. Concil, In the tbird age. 
a2g.I117. . From the yeare 200 unto 300. 
p Puke 3.5, UN® * CYPRIAN begins his Treatiſe on the Nativity in this 
: Domini natalem manner ; The much Wiſhed for, and long expefled Nativity of 
quocunque die 8. (/14- Chriſt is come, the famous Solemnity i come ; and in the pre- 
lend.Fan venerit, de ſence of her Saviour the holy (hurch throughont the World does 
bem cclebrare. Mag- ,,, der thankes and praiſes unto her Viſrtour (k). From which 
deb. Centur.2. cap 6. : . : ] 
Hoſpin.de orig Feſt, WOrds it doth molt evidently appeare, (faith learned Zav- 
Chriſt. Menſ, De- cy) T hat the Day of Chriſts Birth bad been a Solemne Feſti- 
ny way os: wall to the Whole Church, and Was ACCUSTOMED to be 
ove »£© Ci , * 

bing 2, Vol. in bis Rep F Hel, rſs _ may h 
Demonſtrart.of the _ » the fourt 4.0 
Prob'eme, p.597. From the yeare 30o. unto 400. 
k Adeft Chriſtimul- AtNICOMEDIA (a City of Buhinia) when the Feſti« 
tm defudcrata &f diu wall day of Chriſts Birth came, and. a multitude of Chri- 


expefata Nativitas .” | 
Rdefs folctaninge fn>  * ſtians of -all ages, had aſſembled together in the Temple to 


clyt1; & in precutia Salvatoris grates & laudes vifitatori ſuo per orbem terrarum ſanfa reddit Ec- 

clefia. Cypr. de nativic, Chriſti, Tom. 3. Approved by Zaxchy in 4. pracepr. q. 2. Thel.z, 

and M:, Perkins dd, Il. p. 492, * Vid, Zanch,ibid. - 
celebrates 
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(23) 
clebrate that Birth-Jay, Diocleſian the Tyrant, having 
gotten as it Were A fit time, and an advantageous occaſion, 
whereby he might accompliſh his madneſſe and fury, ſent RED 
men thither to meloſe the Temple, and toſet it on fire | Apud Nicomediam 
F quum natalis Chriſti 
round about ; and ſo conſumed them all to aſhes, even twenty Feflus aleſſit dies, 9 
thouſand per ſons (1). multitudo atatis on - 
"7, que Chriſti nomine cenſctur, in Ter:plo Natalem cum celeb/atura conven iſſct, Dioclefianus tyrane 
14 veluti opportunum tempus & lucroſam occafronem natus, per quam veſaniam & furorem ſuun 
adimpleret, mifit co qui templum clauderent, ( ignem circuncirca accederent ; & fic cos omnes vis. 
ginti millium numerum explentes in cixerem redegit. Niceph.Hiſt.Eccleſ.l-7.c.6. 


BA$1L I the Great, hath left us one Sermon Which he * Bakil.Mag.Tom,r» 
preachcd on Chriſts Birth-day. * Fol.z66. 
NAZIANZEN in an Oration »pos the day of Chrifts Na- © 
tivity, ſaith, 1 am confident that the heavenly poWers doe alſo m F aha | 
this preſent day celebrate the Feaſt together and leap exceeding- 199% hodierno diefi- 


: LF l 
Ly for joy ; if verily they be endurd with the love of GOD and 2 lite gfiveces 
—_— (m). fido ; fs quidem homie ' 


AMBROSE hath left us ſixe moſt Divine Sermons which nu deiqzamore pre- 
he preached 9» the Anniverſary day of Chriſts Birth (n). We” 
EP1PHANI1US recordeth this day among the ſolemne Feaſts j, aohue $erm. ro, 
of the Catholique Church (0). 13,14,15,16,17. 
H1ERoME faith,that the Jay kept in memory of our Lords 0 Epiph. libro, cuiti- 


Nativity, t# the day en Which the antient report runnes he was *vlus eſt, Compendj- , 
borne ( Pp). | aria ucra dofArina de 


de Cathol. tt ff. 
 VALENTINIAN, Emperour of the Welt, Tyz0Do- ok wy ous 


$1Uus the Great, and his ſonne AR cap1us, Emperours yerſ Haref. 
of the Eaſt, by Imperiall decrees authorized the Feaſt of the p Dirs, qua traditur 


Nativity ( q }. natus, Hieron, Tom, 
Is the fifth age. 


9.pag,82.G, 
| q Zaga Zabo, quo- 
From the yeare 400. unto 500. | > For - Willet % his 
Cnr y $0STOME hath one Homily or-Sermon on the Synopſ. g. gen. can- 
day of Chriſts Birth(r).MAa x 1Mus Biſhop of Toxrs inFrance *roverl.q.3. p.406. 


| r Vide Ch:yſolt. 
hath ſix (/), LEo the Great, hath ten (z). CHR Y $oOL0- opire, polteapalit 


GuS one (#). FULGENT 1usone(x). Hitherto are cap.1,Lucz. 
the daies of the Pure aud Apoſtolique Church (y ). ; ſ Vide Homil. Hye- 
| malis Maximi Epiſc. 
Turonenf. t Leo.Mag. in ſolemnit.Nativ.Dom. u Chryſol.ſe&. 172, x Fulgent. Hom.l. 1. 
y Ecclefie eApoſtolice nomincyintcllzgo,uſq; tempora Gelaſii Epiſe. Rom. An. Dom. 495. Zanch ing. 
przxcept:Theſ,z.de dieb. feſtis, | 
D | Now 


ditz fint. Greg.Naz, 


"EX ek Sande ae. ro II on, CI 


[ | \ 
+ 
| ! & Faſiin Emperour 


(24). | 
Now that the Birth day of Chriſt was duly ſolemnizzd 
of rhe Eaſt,about th© frgm the firſt 500, yeares downward (=),even to the times 


yeare of ſalvation, 
523.decreed, that the 
Feaſt of the holy 
Nativity of Chriſt 


of Reformation, is as cleare as the Sunne at noone day (a) : 
And therefore we ſhall omit the proofe thereof, (cſteeming 
irro lefle ridiculous then nnprofitable, co infiſt on that 


| ſhould be obſerved. which no man denies Jard come directly unto the Reformed 
' Niceph.Hidl. Eccleſ. 1. Chyrches, whoſe judgement and praRtice in this particwar, 


7.6.28, 

& See the Magdeburg 
Centuriatours in c- 
very Century.c.6.. 


b Perth Aſſembiy 
refuted ,pag. 85,86, 


we ſhall faithfully deliver ; that the mouthes of all fuch 
may be ſtopt, who nnder a falſe and vaine pretence of ſeck. 
ing a» Uniformity is Diſcipline With other Reformed Chur- 
ches (6), doe defame and endeavour to ſupprefſc the moſt 
antient and commendable obſervation of this and all othec 
Feaſt. daics whatſoever, : 

The Churches of HE LVETIA, or Switzer-land, We 
(fay they) give 0 Way at all to Fewilh obſervances and ſuper- 
ſtitions ; for we believe not, that one day is more holy then ano« 


ther ; bnt we celebrate the Lords day, not the Sabbath, freely 


and unconſtrained. And thoſe Churches we exceedingly approve 
of, which according to Chriſtian liberty, doe religiouſly cele- 
brate the memory of our Lords Nativity,Circumciſion, Concep- 
tion, Paſſion, Reſyrreftion, e Aſcenſion into Heaven, and the 
© Harmon.Confef, ſending downe of the Holy Ghoſt pon his Diſciples (c). 


Se&.16.ConfeſHel- The Churches of Bonz M1An. any of the ancient Ceres , 
monies (ſay they) and ſuch as Were brought in by cuſtome, ſo 


ver.poſter.c.2.4. 
neare 4s may be, are retained among us even at this day : of this 
ſort be certaine daies appointed for Feaſt-daies and Holy-aaies ; 
4 Confeſ.of Bohemia, a; the Lords day, the Nativity of Chriſt, &c. (d) 


ap-I'F. The Church of BREMEN keepes the Feſtivall day of 
e See the ſecond Re- : ; | y 
eſter in the end of (riſes Birth (e), 


the Plalms,tranſlates © The Church of Aus puR G. As for ms we.teach that thoſe 
by Ambr,Lobwaſſer. traditions are not to be condemned, Which command nothing a- 
"ron uſps: gainſt the Lawes of God,and have a civill uſe and end ; namely, 
p Les. Sunday a Sub. [#cÞ 44 are ordained to this end, that things might be done or- 
bath, pag.173- derly in the(hurch.Of Which ſort are the traditions about Holy. 
* Dr. Rainolds conf, daies, the Lords-day, the Nativity, &c, (f) 


7 ge; . The Churches of Savor, PoLanD, HuNGary, 
1 of LAM, On [ .” 

in Coalogo Con- SCOTLAND,(g)FRANCE ard The Lovi-CounTRIES, 
teſhonume 


cxmcifien, Paſſion, &c, * 


doe allew the Feaſts that belong to Chriſt ; hs Nativity, Cire 
: The 
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. Ford, and the uſe of the Sacraments, and With one accord to quos etiam verus arg; 
 Jeeld due wor ſhip unto God, in the ſecrifice of thanksgiving, pStigaioy Ec- 
c 


pracum Of eleemoſinarum, Polan, Syntag. Theol.lih g.cap. 3 5 


(25) 
The Churches of DENMARK, SWEDEN, and all other @ See the Pſal 
LuTHERAN Churches, doe ſolemnly obſerve the Feaſt { negary roo 


of the Nativity of Chriſt, and on that day uſe Proper .1{ fongs of Dc, Mar- 
Hymnes of thanksgiving, made by Jartin Luther him- tin Luther,common!y 


ſelfe (g 7+ "4 uſed in their Chur = 
| cones. 
The Church of GznEva, does celebrate the dgy of the 5, Aſſembly 


Nativity (k). | | refured, pag.8 

In FRANCE their moſt notable Preachers give the (om- ; Pane wad 7. 
munion on that day; as did alſo the antient' Primitzve Alii quotidie com- 
{hurches throughout the World (i). So did the SCOTTISH 71nicant corport @ 


, ES anguini Dominico, 
Chnrch alſo for 800.yeers after Chriſt before ever it Was polln- 1,> 1 


eed With Popery (k). rethng apo" 
ZulNG - <A. , Reftor of the Church of Zxrich, ac- bi. Abe ge 
counts the Birth day of our Lord among(t thoſe Holy-dayes, noofferatur,alibi $ab- 
which he would have obſerved (1). | bato ports & Domt- 
\ ZaNnCHnr, Profeſſour of Divinity in the Univerſity of ,,;,2-* EG red als 
Heyadelberg,& an eminent Father of the Proteſtant Church, ,q þuju/mod jr ee 
expreſlely affirmeth, Though the (hurch of Chrift be at li- vertipoteſt, totum huc ** 
berty to chooſe unto her ſelfe What dayes ſhe ſhould have to be | np nts be. 
ſantified, or ſet apart unto holy uſes ; yet it #5 better, more = By RG. 
Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſanflifie theſe which the k) See the life of 
Ancient, the Apoſtolique, and the purer (Church hath alſo accu- Will: Cowper Biſhop 
ftomed to ſantiifie ; the day of Chriſts Birth, Paſſion, Reſur- of Galloway, p. rz, 
veltion, 8c. (1) © Zuingl. Tom. 1, 
PoLANUS, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of m) & — 6 
Baſil, placeth the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt under the cefiz chrifti liberum 
title of The Anniverſary Feaſts of the NeW T eſt ament;which eft,quos velit, dies fibi 
he defines to be, Holy times appointed among Chriftians for [ificandos cligere ; 
the worſhip of God in publique ; That is, For to maintaine the —_ 
conſent of faith —_— themſelves by the preaching of Gods ,z , os [ablifeee, 


prayers and almes (n), ſt; Lawn, wg 
. ® .* . .* = - bo 

zalis, Paſſions,Reſurrefiouis Chrifti,&c, Zanch. in 4-pracept-de diebus Feſtis, q.2.T hel. 2.8 

ſequent. 1:cm,in confeſ{.Chriſt, Rel.c.25.ſe&.,30. (n) Tempora ſacra cultui divino inter Coriſti- 

anos defiinata.publice, ad alcndum fidei conſenſum inter ipſos per pradic ationem verbi Dei 697 

uſum Saeramentorem, & exhitendum unanimiter cultum Deo dehitum in ſacrificio gratiarum aFjonss 


D 2: Joun 


_ Iinati.Spher Johan, 


N (26) 


© Exvceritus Eccle- Jonun GERHARD, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univer. 


ſia doForibzs collegi. fity of ; Zena, hath gathered together many excellent and 
wag Deg beril godly ſentences out of the anticnt Fathers for the furthe- 
uſque ad —_— 5* rance and help of our meditations on the day of Chrifts Na- 
þ Bulling.Decad.2. tivity (0). ; 

Serm. 4. And what ſhall we more fay 2 For the time would 


aq 9m — ©P- faile as to tell of Bultinger, (p) of Bucer, (q) of Urſin, (r) 
” Urſn, Tra, The- Of Heminging, (ſ) of Chytrens, (t) of Hooker, (4) of An- 
el.in 4. Pracept. drews, (W) of Rainelas, (x } and many others, famous for 
{ Heming. in lib. Ho- pjety-and learning, who by their Sermons, Writings, Exam- 
nil. . —.- - ples, have juſtified the yeerly Obſervation of Chrifts Birth- 
z .Chytraws in Diſpce , 

lit. EpiR.ſub. initio. Ay. : ſs j 
4 Hook. Eccleſ.Poi.l 5 Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 


Biſhop Andrews a cloud of witneſſes, we mult according to the truth af- 
his Sermons, firme, T hat the (elebration of this Feaſt is coufirmed by the 


. = ng poet M judgement and practice of the Chriſtian Cirmrch in all ages, 


—_— 


—_— 
—_ 


; | SECT. VI, 
That onr Saviour Was borne on the 25, day of December. 


a Bucholz. Ind, | Oc the right underſtanding: of this Poſition, we muſt 
Chronol.pag.114, know, that 7-l;as Ceſar, 44. yeares before the Birth of 
dNanss Fra, Chriſt, (a) obſerving the falſeneſſe of the Accompe then in 
divi Mathie vigilia uſe, ordained the year to conhilt of 365.dayes and 6,houres, 
celcbratur atquezt which 6, houres in 4. yeares made 24. houres, or a day 
ſeſtus dies 25. difjer- Civil, and were added unto the end of February : By 


yr yr" png reaſon whereofevery fourth yeare contained 366; dayes; 


feſto 6. Calend, Mar- 2nd was called Annu Bifſextilzs, the Bifſextile or Leap- 
zia5 dicitur, Vide year, becauſe the ſixth of the Calends of March was awice 
Compendium Pier. written(h). | | 

ory Bellunenſ® This Accompt for many yearesſeemed to have no /e»ſible 
> So! abfeiniir 73-.. errour ; (c)yet in progreſſe of time it. was diſcovered to 
lum ſignorumin 365, be not ſo exaQly agreeable with the »aturall motion of the 
dicbu & quartz unius Sun, For the lian yeare exceeding the true Solar yeare 
detpraterremmodica, x g, minutes and 48, ſeconds, cauſed the Eqrinoxes and Sol- 
que nullins Jeff ſenfibin frices yeerly to change their places and fly back ſo many 


minutes and ſeconds, Whereupon Pope Gregory the XI11. 


a Sacroboſcoic.q 


: foo | by 


a-2055Þ 
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(27) j 


i ire ; 111 + d Euſtach. Phyl. 
e advice and direion of Artoninrus Lilizs, and other h, Phy 
a yo Mathemartitians, in the yeare of Chriſt, 1582, did Parte 2+ ' Tradt. 1. de 


Athe Calz:nder ; makiog the yeare to conſiſt of 365. 
_ 5. houres, 49. minutes, 12. ſeconds: (4) And thar 
the Vernel Equinoxe, which then was on the 1 I. day of 
March, might be reduced unto the 21. of March,as it was at 


the cime of the firſt Nicere Connelt, (e) he commanded 10, 3 


dayes in the month October, viz. from the 4. day to the 14, to 
be left out ; ſo as the 4. day of the month Was accounted for the 
14. day (f). Hence it comes to paſle, that the new Accompt 
is alwaies ro. dayes before th: old. 

Bur as to the preciſe day of Chriſts Nativity, both Ac- 
compts are erroneous : For if we ſumme up the exceſle of 
the Julian yeare (which is, 2s we ſaid, 10. minutes and 48 
ſeconds) from the time of Aug Ceſar, when our Savi- 
our was borne, untill the yeare 1643. we ſhall finde that 
the inter Solſtice '5 Ye back from the 25, day of De- 
cember, (g ) 12. dayes 7. houres, 44. minutes, 24, ſeconds : 
And thercfore the Grego#ian Accompt (being grounded on 
the Nicene Conncell, when as it ſhould have been reduced £0 
the time of Chrilts Nativity) erreth almoſt 2, dayes-; but 
the 7«lian Accompt more then 12, daycs ; and which is 
ſo much worſe,is going every year farther and farther from 
the truth (h). Neverthelefſe we grant that the 7ulian Ac- 
compt, though ir remaine un-reformed, may yer for ſome 
hundred of yeares be uſed without any grofle and palpable 
diſordering of the times, 


Mundo & Celo, 
queſt.6. 


c An. Dom.3 25. 


according to Buchol- 
zerus, but 320. or 
322.according to 0« 


f Fuſſit Papa in mcne« 
ſe Ofohri2 4. uſq; ad 
Ofob, 14. pratc;irt 
dics 10. ita 1u quartus 
mcnfis dies baberetur 
pro decimo- quarto die : 
ut equiniticrum ac 
Solſiitiorum dies redu- 
cerentur ad autiquas 
illas metas, quas it 
Concilio Niceno deter= 
minarunt $. $, Patres, 
Bucholz.Ind. Chron. 
Pag-71 4. 

g Tempore Augufti 


 Ofavianz, ut obſeruat 


Plinius,brume dies 

vigefumo- quinto decem 
erat : quodie natus eſt 
Chriftus aſſertor noſter. 
Valer,Bellunen.com+ 
pend.in Spkzram, 

P-224. In the time of 
Anguſiiza Ofizxuian, as 
Plinie obſerveth, the 


ſhorteſt day was on the 25. of December, on which day Chit our Redeemer was borne, 
(h) Nifs anus aliquazdo corrigatur futurum lim ej, ut ſalutis noflre uatalitii dies, qui brumales 
olim crant, invernum tempus invadant,Þ aſcha in atatem, \alet.Beilunenſ.dd.1, 


Having now laid open,wherein and why theſe Accompts 
differ, as alſo how they may with eaſe be reduced untor the 
juſt and exaRt day of Chrifts Nativity ; we proceed to the 


7 Vide Calena. J1- 
lianum & Rom. #4- 
ron. appar2t. ad an- 


nal. Eccleſ.ſub finem, 


proof of that wherein both Acc:mpts agree,(i) to Wit,That Gneby., Chron. lib.z. 
(hriſt Was borne on the 25. day of December, which we ſhall pag. 479. Guatterius 


evidence by the clear teltimomics of the Fathers and other 
approved Writers, Ancient and Moderne, 


D3 


Tab; Chronograph, 


a Chriſto nato, fol. 2. 
Gordcn Leſmor, Chr, 
AMBROSE Tomazn Apporc.4, 


k Occupdverat totam | 


ſet tradit Eccleſia, 


(28) 
| AMBROSE his expreſſion is divine & elegant,(k ) Length 
dew notttum longitu- £50 hts had poſſeſſed the whole day, had not the comming of 


* do, wifi in ipſa dierum Chriſt ſhined gloriouſly in the very ſhortueſſe of dates : Whe, as 


e - 
- gp aj by his Birth be disþelled the darkneſſe of mens ſins,ſo alſo in the 
cut oriu ſuo bumani ge- day of his Nativity he cut off the darkneſſe of night ; and by one 
"tht Eiſeuſſis, ira &@ and the ſame riſing brought light as well to men as days.Whence 
dic Nativitatk fue & jtis no marvaile if the day increaſeth, which #5 cloathed with a 
caliginum tenchras / double ſplendonr of brightneſſe. 
amputavit, & uno =" AUGUSTINE faith (1) John Was borne as the Church "by 
demgue ortu tucem pt ty adition teaches, on the 24. day of June, even when the dayes 
- mma _ begin to ſhorten;(m) but our Lok D Was borne on the 25 .day of 
non ft mirum fe creſeix December even when the dayes begin to lengthen, Hear John 
dics, que gemino fulge- himſelfe confeſſing ; He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe (n). 
7k fplendore veſtitur. 
Ambroſ. Ser,13. 


1 Fohaines narue ef, Goa, the eye of the Church in Byzantinm fnow called Con= 


ſtantinople) and of all other Churches (0) after an exquiſice 
OfavoCalendas Fuli- debate of this point, concludeth thus. Chriſt, who at the 
a, cum jam incipiunt Nativity of John had now been conceived three months 1mm the 
mnui dyes. D ng prre and undefiled womb ; to the end that he himſelf alſo ſhould 
| pronto obearas - felfill nine months according to the conrſe of humane birth,there 
quando jam incipiunt YTemained for him ſixx months more ; which ſix months are 
creſcere. Andi ipſum from the 24. of June #nto the 25. of December. And when nive 
Foannem iconfitemem.: youths were ended, in the beginning of the tenth, CHRIST 


Illum opporter crel= ,,, g,,,e in the world (p). 
cere, Me autem ml1- 


nui, Auguſt. in Pſal. 132. & de Trin.lib,3.c.59. m According to the true accompt ; from 
which the Iuliau bath varied nore then 10. dayes, as we ſhewed before. n John 3. 30. 
(0) *O 5% O48 dvropphror copds SaophTH Twdvyes, 6 THs Wy BuCaylico urangias x; 
4015 09923155 Id. Peluliota. lib 1. Epiſt. x56. p Chriſtzs qui in nativitate Toannis jam 
witm mconfium imcorrupte vulva fuerat conceptus, ſupercrant ei, ut & ipſe ſecundum humarum nati= 
vitatem ſuppleret menſes uvvem, alit menſes ſex, qui uunc eſt Ofavo (,alendas Tulias in Oftavo Ca- 
lendas Tanuarius ſunt menſes ſex. Quibus ſuppletis noverm menfibus, initiante dccimo Chriſtus mundo 
natus cft. Vide Chryſoſt. expol.cap.1.Lucz. 


ORos 1us faith, (hrift Was bern on the 25.day of Decemb; 
q Nats > Chrifus when all increaſes of the enſuing yeer do firſt begin (q). 
V 111. Kalend Tate prrxard faith,Chrift was born in winter, he was born in 
ar, quando primum onfel | 
incrementa omnia anus 7he night (t). 
venientis insipiunt. P. Orof, lib. 7, cap.2« 1 Hicme natus ef, note natus eft Chriſtus. Berna, in 
Nat. Dom. Sem 3, 
Ntcs- 


CHRYSOSTOME, that wiſe Interpreter of the ſecrets of 


Lot OT rn he CE 
"ia FLIER 


Ton oo Nr go nogang 
Ws. Rs Fries O/SEr 41 ENG 


| ( 29 ) | 
N1CcEPEORUS faith, \) Ir Was then the 25 day of Dec. \ Yigeſimus && quintue 
when, O this WoRD OF GoD, the unſpeakable myſtery of ngi# rage Decembris 
thy goodneſſe and love towards mankind,and the exceeding great erat dies, quam ineff2- 
] hed bile pietatis &* amoris 
myſtery of thy marvelous Birth Was accompliſhe t. erga gerus humanurs 
CHEMN1T1US faith, /r 5 the commen opinion that the 15, tae, Verbum Dei, 
day of December ſhould be hallowed for a remembrance of the 4*imunque inenar- 
day of our Lords Nativity, | an Us parrus perficie 
ur myſterium. Nij- 
GENEBRARD hath ſhewed oxt of their own Accompts coph Hiſt, Ecclel, 
and Kalenders, that the Egyptian and Greek Churches did ce- lib.1.c.1 2, 
lebrate the Birth- day of Chriſt as we doe, on the 25, day of De- © Vilgarirepinioeft, 


cember (#) : So did the Arabian, Perſian, and Syriack Chur. 75-4 Decembris 
cher, as learned Maſtcr Gregory hath fully proved (W). - alterna 

And chongh concerning this matter the Scriptures have Chem.Harm.Eyang; 
given no peremptory determination,(for then diſpute were cap. 8. 


impious, and tradition needleſſe) yet ſo farre are they from * Genebr. 


being repugnant, that upon a judicious examination they els 46 
will appeare very conſonant thereunto, w Sec his Notes nd 


When our Saviour was baptized of 7ohn, he began to be Obſeroni,chap.z4, 
about thirty yeares of age, ſaith Saint Zyke (x). Had he onely * Lus.3-21.23, 
ſaid he was about thirty yeares, we fight have conceived him 
to haye been as well ſomewhat more as lefle : but by adding. 
theſe words, He began to be, the Evangeliſt implies that he 
was not full thirty yeares, and yet that he wanted bur liccle, 
perhaps one day or two; for he was well nigh, he BE 6aNn 
(faith he) to be about thirty yeares of age. And indeed the en- 
ering into his Miniſtry at the time ok his Baptiſme (which 
all men grant he did) (7) is a ſufficient proofe that he | 
wanted very little and no conſiderable time of being Thirty |. n _ _ 


yeares old (x) Harm.Evangel. in 
Wy Proleggm.c.3. 7 Po- 
lan. Syntag. Theol, lib. 6. c. 55. Becan. Loc. commun. 47, ſe&. 37. 4 Numb.4.23.30447. 
Siquis triginta atatis annos non impleverit, nullo modo prerbyter ordinetur,etiam ft valde for dignus; 
quia & ipſe Dominus tricefimo auno bapsiFatus eſt ,& exit docere, Mart.Brach.lib.can, Grec.c.20, 


After his Baptiſme immediately the ſpirit driveth kim inte | 
the wilderneſſe (a). And thongh beyond Jordan (b) there were 4 Mark 1. 12, 
many Wilderneſſs at hand : yet let us admit for his jour- of mp _ 
ney T0 5 dayes. fame n 2 

He Was there in the Wilderneſſe (c). 40 dayes. Luk 4+ 2. 
When 


«a, 


| ( 30) 
when thoſe dayes Were ended the Devil taketh him up into 
the hely City, axd ſetteth him on a pinacle of the Temple : Af- 
terwards,taketh him up into an exceeding high mount aine,and 
ſrevweth him all the Kingaomes of the world, and the glory of 
them in a moment of time (d). For which (though for oughe 
we know theſe temptations might be within: the ſpace of 


4 Mat. 4. 5,9, 


Luke 3 5, C 
one day) yet we admir 2 da. 
The Devill having left him, Chriſt returneth anto Betha- 
c John 1, 2S. bara beyond Fordan,where Fohn Was Baptizing (ec), For which 
let us admit, as we did for his progreſle 5 6a, 
F Thy firſt day is ex- He was with obs (f) 3 da. 


prefled, Joh. x. ver.26 The day folloWing, he began his journey towards Cara of 
The ſecond, ver. 29. (1;1:e (8) 3 a Towne diſtant from Bethabara 66 Engliſh 


"The third, ver. 35. G k : 
p - want, 4 43 miles (4). For which let us admit 6 da. 


with chap. 2. x. þ According to the deſcriptions of Canaan ſet forth by Mr, Tohn Moye, and 
Mr. Tebn Speed, which are of all others the exaReſt. 


7 John 2+ 7, There was a marriage in the ſaid Cara (1), after his com- 
ming thither 3 da. 


And becauſe we read of a marriage-fealt that /aſted ſeven 

& Judges 14.10,17, dayes (k), we ſhall admft that chis feaſt alſo, (though pro- 
bably it was not ſo long) laſted 7 das 

After thus marriage fealt,that ,when this feaſt was ended, 

! John 2.12. Chriſt went doWne to ('apernaum (1) ; a. Town diſtant from 
Cana of Galilee neer 30 Engliſh miles, For which journey 

let us admit 3 da, 

»1 John 2,12. Hoe continued not there many dayes (m) : let us grant 6 da, 
| Then the Fewes paſſeover Was at hand, and Feſi went up to 

# John 2413, Zeruſalem (n) ; diſtant from Capernaum, 72 Engliſh miles. 


w For which journey let us allow ; 8 da. 

- _ _ He wasat 7er»/alem ſome certaine dayes before the Feaſt 
o Compare John 2. ,Fehe Paſſeover (0) : let us admit 4 da, 
ver.14:with ver. 23. In all 92 dayes. 


Theſe ſummed up, amount unto 92 dayes, or 3 months ; 
ſo that (if conjeRures guided by reaſon doe not very much 
fail) our Saviour at the firſt Paſſeover after his Baptiſme 
was 3>yeares old, and about 3 months: At the ſecond 

þ John 5.7. Paſſeover (p) was 31 yeares old, and about 3 months: Ar 


q John 6, 4, the third Paſſeover(g)was 32 years old, & about z3.months: 
_ At 
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(3r) 
At the fourth Paſſeover (+) was 33 yeares old, and about 3 r Jobn 13.7. 
moneths : (s) on the eve whereof he was crucified, which LM the Scriptures 
the Jewes call he Preparation day;(t) and was the 25 day of , 1... hy * "= 
March. (u.) Now accompting 92 dyes backward from the ,... Jobnrg.31.42. 
25 day of March, the Birth-day of our Saviour will fall u O#avo Calcndas 
neer the 25 day of December according to the teſtimonies APritss conceprue, 
of the Fathers and Writers before alledged, and the tradi- 97 & peu, Aug, 

F e Trin.l.4.C. 5. Con- 
tion of the Churches of God. .  ceptas & paſſua *Chri- 

Howbeit of late there are riſen up a fort of wild. braind ftus menſe Martio 8. 


« Zelots ; who carried on with an earneſt deſire of introdu- Calend Apritis. 


cing all manner of novelties { whereby the antient and Apo- Chryſoſt,Expol.c.1. 
ftolicall Church of England* might be readred contempti- 97M Archiep. 
ble ) have buzzed into the heads of ſome ignorant people, Armach. de Brirans 
that Chriſt was born in the moneth of September, when the Eccleſ.primordiis.c.1 
Sun entring into Z54ra makes the ſecond * Equinottiall, An 
opinion not dreamed of, untill Beroaldzs publiſhed his 
Chronology : (y) and it is worth our paines to obſerve, how y Anno Dom, 1 577 
well the Maſter and Scho!lars do agree touching the age of | 
our Saviour, | | 

Beroglds ſaith, that Chriſt lived 32 yeares and a halfe : * * Certe mortuun illum = 
And by thoſe words of Saint Luke, Zeſ began to be about Fuiſſe pro nobis in QT 54 
thirty yeares of age, (a) he underſtands he was almoſt 29 Xt 
yeares old : As if when the Scriptures expreffe about 5000, pat 3 3-id eft, quum 
(b) their meaning was, almoſt 4000, But his prime Schollar anzos compleviſſer tri- 
noting the abſurdity of this expoſition, grants Chriſt to be 8/74 duor & dimidt- 
30 yeares old at his Bapriſme ; yet by coyning one Paſſeo- *7Þcroald. Chro.l.3. 
ver, he ont-runs the truth, and makes him to have lived 34 ,>, 9.15 £ 1.97 
yeares and an halfe. (c) Others affirme, that he was about 5% wp. .2. 19, 
33 yeares old when he ſuffered : (4) which expreſſion does rene: . ber: n 
_ pleaſe _ DoRours ; for whether he were 32 and an x WG NN 

alfe, or 33 and aquarter, or 33 and an halfe ; yer ſtill they ,*+_ : A 

are in the right who ſay, he __ about 33. ; l : a Hg \ 

And becauſe they cannot produce ſo much as one poore ; $c/is de emendar, 
{tumbling Writer for the countenancing of their parodoxes, cemmporay Le} ia 
they endeavour to ſubvert the common and Orthodoxe o- 4 Wolph.Chron. 1. 7. 
pinion by cavils, halfe-reaſons, and forgeries : whereof we #- Broughtons Con: | 
(hall here by way of obje&ion, deliver a juſt and exaRt ca. ** 7 Scriprurs. = 
talogue, faithfully colleRed, 
- E The 


k . cum & oblationem. 


| 08 
Fl! O& abrogavit. Polan, 


(32) 
Tar Fir $sT ObjeRion, In the midſt of the weeke, he 
.e Dan. g. 27. ſoall cauſe the ſacrifice and the obJation to ceaſe(e).The Prophet 
f In dimidio beb10m4- ſheaketh here of the laſt weeks of|the LXX. Which if you divide 
da ceſſare faciet ſasrifi- ;,429 ryo equall parts, you ſrall find the midale of it to be in the 
Lequrirur hic Prophets ſeventh month of the fourth yeare,becauſe the weeke enas in the 
de ultma bebdomada, month MA R CH, whereinonr, Lord ſuffered (f). Therefore 
quam gzia definit in our Saviour was baptized, and conſequently borne in Sep- 
menſeNiſan,quo paſſus tembey. * . 
MR ee, T#3 Anſwer, Chriſt may be ſaid to canſe 2he ſacrifice 
medictatem ſuam in an- 4/4 the oblation to ceaſe, two manner of waies : either by 
6 quarti menſe Tiſri Way of conſummation, or, by way of preparation. 1. By way of 
abere deprehendes.Be- couſummation ; and this was not in the midſt, but in the end 
CES of the laſt Weeke by the ſacrifice of himſelfe g : implied in 
3 Taq ps. * thoſe words Conſummatum eſt, it is finiſhed hy and alſo by 
13. Coloſ.2.17. the vail of the Temple rent in twaine i. 2. By way of Pre. 
Sacrificia externa &: paration ; and this was either IMMEDIATLY by himſelfe, 
typica omnia Chris hen he was baptized and entred into his. Miniſtry ; being 
ſu fuificio implevit ye the midſt k , but not preciſely in the midſt of the laſt 
Syn. Theol.l.9.c.30, Weeke, For by the fore-going particular examination of the 
Urfin.explicat. cate- daies, we bave ſufficiently ſhewed, that the time betwixe 
cher,quzſt.92.ſc&.3. the Baptiſme of Chriſt, and the next Paſſeover, cannot wich 
h | 15: 3% Ma 2ny Probability be extended beyond the ſpace of 3, months. 
+ +," Soren Or ME DIATLY by his fore-runner, herald, and 2/eſzn. 
Pelum rempli fiſſum oft ger, 7ohn the Baptiſt, who preaching the Baptiſme of repen- 
in duas partes & ſum- taxce 1, did ſo prepare the way of the Lord, that all ſacrifices, 


mo uſqzad imum ut i= ,Irion; , Legall rites and ceremonies, were afcerwards 
dicarctur abrogatam 


ro a our ſaith, The Law and the Prophets were wmill Fohu Mm; and 


thus in the midſt of the laſt weeke, Chriſt prepiratively by 
Pohn cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation toceaſe ; For John 
the Bapciſt began to preach in rhe- month Seprember, ſoone 
after the Fealt of Trumpets #. 


Levitici in ſauflum 
fanforum & deinceps 
gnutiliem fore, una cum 
Mis ceremoniis Legales 
ſacerdotii, Polan,Syn- 
$ag. Theol. lib. 6, | | 
cap. 18, k The Scriptures Harmony, pag. 4%. {! Mark T.2,3,4. MM Math, II, 13. Luke 
36, 16, Foarnes Baptifta Anno 15. Tiberii Cf. voeatione divina excitaius penitent iam predicare 
incipir, wereris Teftamenti abrogationen injtituto Baptiſmo orditur, Bulchoz, Ind, Chronol, pag- 
145, »Levig23.24, Numb. 35.1, Func.Comment,in Chronolog.lib, z. 
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withour ſcruple forſaken and abandoned. Hence our Savi-. 
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(33) 
Taz St con ObjeRion. obs Was conceived preſently 9 Luk. 1.8. 23, 24. 
after Zacharias had executed the Prieſts office before GOD in ? _ 5 
the order of his courſe 9; who was of the courſe of eAbiap, the 7 ren fi TR 10, 
eighth courſe of the Prieſts q: But the eighth courſe of the [Luke r. 36. 


- Prieſts fell in the end of Fae; for every courſe continued a ? 2 Chron. g.z 5. 


fortnight, and eight fortnights make foure months; which Joſeph. Antiqu. Jud. 
four months (accounting from the beginning of 44:6, now Hoſes prone 
: . 231. I 

called 2Zarch,the firſt month of the yeare ©) will end in June: © The annor. of 
Therefore John was conceived in Zane; and by conſequence, the Afſembly of Div, 
not Chriſts Birth, but his Conception (which was fix months on 2 Chron. 24.9, 
after ?oh»sſ) muſt be in December. - : — 8, 

Tas Anſwer, We grant the Major ; but the 2finor is Ny.o. on Bhs. na: 
notoriouſly falſe : For Firſt, The Prieſts courſe was weekly, 2. Godwins Moſes | 
and continued from Sabbath to Sabbatht, and Aaron,lez.c.1. 

Secondly, It ſuppoſeth that the Prieſts courſes and the tem fix-told 
yeare began together ; which is againſt common ſenſe ; for , penn = 3 
there being but 24.courſes, (#) ic muſt needs be that at the 7,,,1;,n Hark eg 
end of the 24*Þ. courſe, the firſt began,and ſo could have no cui ſorte o#auo loco 


relation'to the month or time of the yeare. minifterium obeun- 
Thirdly, it ſuppoſeth that the month 44:4, was wholly #77 rat in Sacrario : 
ſed quando aut quam- 


the ſame with our 2arch,which is contrary to all Writers; 7; ad 
who doe at the moſt admit that 44:6 tooke part of arch, able Beroald Then, 
and part of Aprill (x); And ſometimes (ſaith 77/;1/et) it may nic.1.4.c.2, ; 
be all without March ; as, when the Hebrews every third year 2 £05 qui curiofins an- 
put in a month to make the yeare agree with the courſe of the A ms 
Sunny © 2p Re tim retulifse ad wigeſs. 

Wherefore the ſaid Argument being built upon ſo many mum quintum diem © 
falfitics and uncertainties, can conclude nothing, And,here- 7enfs m4, uy £- 


.in our Oppoſite Beroalars ſpeakes very ingenuouſly, both g7Þtiorum,partim remus- 


for himſeife and his faRion ; 7e (ſaith he) doe neither 1n- —_ gps ; 
T7 When the conrſe of Zacharias was, nor hoW long it gap ſeribie; 
Taz Try1Rd ObjeRion. Clemens Alexandrinus wri- a may 
reth, that they who very curiouſly have ſought after the yeare þ About the yeare of 
and day of our Lords Birth, have referred it ſome unto the 25, *b< Lord, 195 


day of the month of May, ſome unto the 25. day of eApril o, 1 Beroald.Chron.1.ze 


c.8.Scalig. de emen= 


Therefore in his time ? the day of Chriſts Birth was not q,, Temp,1.5.C alviſ, 
certainly knowne qo 


Iſag. Chronolog.c.q6, 
E 2 Bo ] 


If. Caſaub. Exer- 
Citat.I.cap.25, 
8 Luke 1. 36, 


_ > Luke 36. 


a 


- 


2 *. 


u Pcrkinſ. prapar. 


ad Demonſtrat, 
Problem, Anno 
Chriſti. 430.Bellarm. 
in Catalog,Ecclef, 
©criptorum, 


w Genebr.Chronol. 
L1. p. 266: 267. 


Maſter Gregorjes 


Notes and Obſervat. 


chap.34. 


(34) 
© Taz Anſwer, If this argument be good, then there is 
nojpoint either in Divinity or Philoſophy certainly kyowne ; 
becauſe there is no point which is not through ignorance, 
wilfulneſſe, or an itching affeRation of ſingularity by ſome 
contradiRed ; at leaſt queſtioned. Howſoever, had theſe 


* Curious ſearchers ſhewed us where S, Lake ſaith, that Chriſt 


was conceived in the ſixth month of the Legall yeare,we would 
have concluded with them, that Chriſt was borne either in 
ay, by reckoning from Axguſt excluſively, or in April, by 
accompting from eLupnſt inclyſroely : but there can be no- 
thing more certaine then that they are miſtaken, For the 
Angell Gabrie/ docs direQly ſay, this 7 the ſixth month (not 
from the beginning of the year, but ) with her,who was called 
barre" ; that is, from the conception of eh the Baptiſs. 
Nor does Clemens Alexcandrinu afford theſe ſearchers any 
more credit then the bare mentioning of their groundleſle 
phanſtes ; which truly is more then they deſerved. 

Taz Four TH Ovjeftion. It was the. cuſtome of the 
Church of Alexandria to celebrate the birth of John Bapriſt, 
at the firſt time when that Solemnity was there brought in, on 
the 23.day of Aprill ; as Cyrill reporteth in aun Homily upon 
that ſubjet, And if John the Baptiſt was borne in April, 
then could not Chriſt be borne in December, (/) there be. 
ing but 6 Moneths between their births (7). 

Taz Anſwer, All the Homilies of Cyr:/, uſually ſiyled 
bis twelve Bookes of Comments npon Fohn, are both by Pro« 
teſtants and Papiſts accounted of very little or no authori- 
ty. For, it is certaine that one odocrs Chiftovers wrote 4. 
bookes of thoſe twelve, and ths reſt are held d»biexs and 
much unlikely to be Cyrils (#). Nor is it probably true, 
that the Church of Alexandria ſhould once. celebrate the 
Birth-day of 7ohn Baptiſt in April; ſeeing the Egyptian 
({hnrches (of which the Church of. Alexanaria was the 
chiefe) did ever maintaine that Chriſt was Borne on the 25 . day 
of December, aud yeerly kept that day Feſtivall in memory 
theresf (w). Beſides, the words here alledged (be they 
Cyrils, or be they not) doe no way impugne us, for in re- 
gard that the Church of Alexandria forſook the Obferva+ 
lon 
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tion of the 23. of April which at firſt they Obſerved, it is 
apparent they found themſelves in an errouc : And in re- 
gard they afterwards conſtantly celebrated the birth of John 
Baptiſt-on the 24. of 7#»e (which our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves acknowledge) (x) it muſt needs be, that they judged 
the Greek and Latine Churches to be in the righe, 

Tas FirTH Objeftion, Bede afficmes, that the 1n4s- 
Fions began on the 24.day of September (s);and that ozr Lord 
was borne (IndiRione quarta ineunte) Whey the fourth Indi- 
ion began: Therefore Chriſt was borne on the 24. day of 
September t. b: 

Taz Anſwer, Bede does not ſay, that our Lord was borne 
when the fourth IndiR&ion began, but 5» the fourth Tndiftion, 
according to Diony ſins u; which words are too generall for 
us to conclude thence the yeare of Chriſts Birth, much lefſe 
the moath, leaſt of all the day. And yer conſidering that az 
Tndiftion ts the Face of 15. yeares X, he might very well have 
ſaid ſo; though Chriſt was not borne till the end of 3. 
months after the firſt day of the /ndiion: As we fay fre- 


quznely, that ſuch athing was or hapned ia the beginning of : L 


our K:ngs reigne, though it were 3. 6, 0r 10, months after 
the firſt, day of His reigne, 

THE TH Obje&ion, Taxzs and ColleRions of Tri- 
bute began on the 24. day of September ; as appeares by the 
TIndiftions, which were inftituted to beare accompt of the pay- 
ment of tribute y : Therefore «Angnſtrs Caeſars Decree at 
our Sxviours Bi'th, that all the worl1 ſhould be taxed, went out 
(z)on the 2:4, of Sepe. and fo Chri/# was borg/onthat day a, 

THrE Anſwer, We deny the Argument #For it is a molt 
abſurd inference,vzz.becauſe the ordinary and yeerly taxes, 
eolle&ions of tribute, and Iniitons (which were invented 

in the time of Conſtantinethe Great; and ordained by Him 
312, yeares after (hriſt b) began on the 24. day of Sep- 
tember ; therefore that cxtraordinary and moſt remarkable 


- taxeD-creed by Auguſizs(e/ar when our Saviour was born, 


began on the ſame day. Nay, here is a clulter of abſucdities : 
For if the iſſuing forth of {'e/ars Decree, and/our Saviours 
Birch were on the ſciic-lame day, then way the Decrce 
| E 3 F ſent 


x If, Caſaub.!\,dd. 


ſ Tncipiunt Tndiflio- 
res ab VITT. Calcndas 
Ofobris, ibidemg;ter= 
minatur- Beda libro 
de ratione Tempoe 
rum, C. 46, 

: Beroald. Chron. 
lib. 3.c.8, 

u «Quarta indiffione ſe- 
cundum Dionyſum 14» 
124 eſt Domings, Beda 
lib.dd.c. 47. 

x Indiftjo cf Facium 
quindecimn aunorum. 
Bulchoz. Chronol. 
pag.13T, 

y Hoftons Concor- 
dancy of yearcs,C. 32. 
uke 2, I, 

a Beroald.ibid-m. 

b era indifionum 
Caſarea, in ſcriptoribus 
Grecis ufuatiſſima,in« 
Cipit 2.4. Septembris, 
Amo Chriſti, 312. it- 
ſtituta fuit 2 Con- 
ftantino Magno. Bul- 
choz, Ind,Chronol p, 
212.Calviſ, Ig. 
Chron.c.g. 

(yilus indifionmm in- 
ſtitutua eſt in Concilio 
Nicano, qui poſt quin= 
decem anuos in orbem 
redeat. Romani hans 
aram zndifionum * 
incepcrunt & Calcnlis 
Fan. ſequentibus: quos, 
& nos bodie ſcquimur, 
Alſted.z. Chronol, . 
EpocharumoſeR.6. . 


(36) 
ſent from Rowe to Nazareth, above a 1000 miles diſtane, 
and from Nazareth foſeph With (Mary his eſpouſed Wife 
Luke 2.4. 5; great With child c, and expeRing every honre to be deli. 
vered, mult forthwith poſt 95.Engliſh miles unto Berblehery, 
f all in one day, But who knowes not that Errour begers Er. 
ropr ?, 
4 No marvaile if Tas SEVENTH OvjeRion. e£ Few d wonld not ſoone 
theſe Seprembrians op= believe that a Wiſe Emperonr as Auguſtus was, woull command 
poſe the cn of 9ore 1361 t0 come in Winter to their on Townes, Neither Was 
wh, nag 4% it the fit time far the $ hepheras to be in the field. And as Bap- 
the rule of their do- 8i/re Was according to his Birth-month it was not wholſome for 
Qrine. men to goe #uÞ to the head in water in mid winter, Therefore 
e Beroald. lib. d d. Chriſt was not borne in December <.- 
c, dd. Hoſpinian, de Ty Anſwer, The Land of Cavaan ( now called Pale- 
orig. feſt. Chriſt, menſ. p . d . ſ, If f h | 
Decemb. Catuiſ. 1ſag, {#9 T) is found to extend it ſelfe from the degree 30, and 
Chron.c. 46. - Hr 52, Scruples, unto the degree, 33. and 44. Scruples of Lx. 
zons Advertiſement of titude or Elevation; And for Longitude, it is placed be- 
Corruptions.p+43-44 tyixe the degree 64. 32. minutes, and the degree 69.and 
1 Fra +4 ow 10,minutes £ : ſo that it is included fully and wholly with. 
the Philiſtians. 7Vide in the third Climate 6 : the ſame Climate in which Fez and 
Vatabl.cranſlar. Bibl. Aforocco # are ſcituace ; where the winter-ſeaſon (as every 
g According to the Geographer and Mariner will tell us) is hotter then our 
A 11 4-197. BR May here in England : and yet Paleſtine in heate exceeds 
Fo Speed. Fez,and Morocco becaule it lyeth above 40. degrees nearer 
b Euſtach. in Ap- Eaft then they doe j.. 


pend, TraQ.1,part 2+ ; ; 1. 
de Phyſ. # Note, that Africa tooke its name from @ & geixy , that is', without cold, 


& Carpenters Geography lib, 2.c.3. Theorem. 10, 


This alſo may be colleRed out of the Scripture ; For in 

regard that a ſheafe of the firſt fruits of harveſt was yearly 

1 Levit. 23.5,6;r0,17 offered on the ſecond day after the Paſſeover !, which was 

m Secunda eymornn the 16, day of the Jewes Month A461, alias Ns/an m, and 

d'e,quee (i mcnfis hujus 

decima ſcxta, frugibus demiſſis et hafienus intafis incipiunt frui : aquumque ati Deum hujus 

ubecrtatis authorem per gratitudinem honorari, haddei primitias offerunnt, Joſeph. Antiqu. Jud. lib, 

Cap. 10. See Perkins. 2 volum. pag, 680. In Paleſting Meſſem hordeaceam. inchoatam fuiſſe 

ſtatim poſt Paſcha, et axte Pentecoſten abſolutam fuiſſe etiam triziceam meſſem certum et manifeltun 
ct, Chemnit,Harm,Evang. Prolegom, cap, 3+ | 
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is with us the 27. of arch n, (which 27, according to n Afﬀer the Tiilien 
the true accompt , falls on the 15, of our X4arch) It muſt Accompr., 
neceſſarily follow, that the temperature of the Month 
December in the Land of {\azaar, is anſwerable ro our 
May, if not June. Though therefore a ai/obedient and gain= 
faying 0 Jew will net believe,yet an underitanding Chriſtian , rom, to. 21, 
cannot but grant, that the ſeaſon of the year did no way | 
hinder the convenient execution of Czſars Decree, nor the 
Shepheards being in the fields, nor our Saviours going into 
the River Jordan, in December. | 

Taz EiGcuTa Objefion. In times paſt there have been 
various Opinions in the Church concerning the Birth of Chriſt ; 
ſome held he was borne on the Sixth of January, but Epipha- 
nius /airh on the Fifth ; py ſome ſaid on the Tenth of April, p Beroald Chron. lib; 
ſome #1 the ninteenth of May, others in the moneth Sepember, 4.c-2. BY 
Tus MosT PART on the 25:Þ. of December q. And if in 9 Pleri{que natum 2.5. 
times paſt the day of Chrilts Birth was not agreed on ; it « nw = [.Cafaub, .. 
GoDd,not man,mmnſt now determine it. r. Bars Dis yp? a 

Tas Anſwer. This Argument is many wayes abſurd, hominis definire diem. 
and in it ſelfe cottradiory, For, amonglt all people and Joſeph. Scalig.in Ca. 
Nations the conſent cf che moſt part is an agreement;other- 22nibus Iſagogicis, 
wiſe there would be never any agreement in this World, P'*? % 
Again,it tels us not,who thoſe ſore and others were : belike, 
men of ſuch learning and note, that the ancient Church 
Writers Wox/4 not mention them, and our Adverſaries 
cannot. As for Epiphanius ; he indeed twice afficmeth thae 
Chriſt Was borne in the 33. yeare of the firſt Herod, the Son of 
Antipater, which was the 42. yeare of Auguſtus Czſar ;{ but |, p,;; fala ef in 
hee neither ſets downe the Moneth, nor Day of the carne Nativitas tricefs- 
Moneth, mo tertio anuoprim# 


And here, let the Reader take notice of the vaine pro- Her-div, Antiparris fi 
grelſe and miſerable iflus of Schyſmaticks : From doubr- = 4,5 inde yt ns; 
ings of the truth they fall into denials , from denials new Auguſti ceſairEpi- 
Opinions, from nzw Opinions to manifelt and bold lying, , phan.contra Hzreſl. 
from lying to horrible confuſion,and in the end conclude in *-tom 1.Herel, 20.8 
juſt nothing, ſave their own ſhame, . L 3.c0m-2.Heceſ.78, 
Tasz N1NnTH ObjeRion, The Church of Z»g/and does 
not celebrate the true day of Chrifts Birth ; therefore the 


Church of Z»gland is erroneous, Tan 


{ 
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| (38) 
T x E Anſwer. Wee deny the Antecedent ; for though 

the'Church of England does not cetebrate the true day ex. 

aRﬀtly and preciſely caken , as wee ſaid before : yet ſhe cele- 

brates the true day according to the 7:/ian Accompt,which 

Accompt is yet generally embraced by the Proteſtants, and 

p Ea &ﬆ anni forma nor tg be deſpiſed p, Nevertheleſſe it is vot the day, but the 
benefit we remember , Which no god Chriſtian will deny ſhould 


Tuliana, Cui omnes af - 

ſuevimus : has ſola eſt 

certiſſimum temporis be done 9, 

vehiculi, cum omnibus 

fit notiſſima, familiariſSima, cognitu ct obſeruatu facillima, et ad temporum 2 creatione mundi huc 
uſque labentium ſericm deducendum arcomodatiſsima, Calviſ, 1ſag. Chron.cap. 8. q See the life and 
death of Willam Gocper,Biſhop of Galloway.pag.8. 


- 


Taz TENTH, and [aſt ObjeRion. . Chriſt was borne in 


y Luke 2.8 the »ight r: Therefore hee was borne on the 25. day of 
| * December. ; 

Taz Anſwer. The day is of two ſorts ; Natrrall or Ci- 

£ Quangam Tohanmes will ; { The naturall day is the time from Sun-rifiong unto 


& Sacroboſco ct qui 


hs gear 20- Sun-ſetting ; whoſe oppoſite is the »ight, from Sun- ſet un- 


meine permatant > es - £0 Sun-riſing. The Civill day is the ſpace of 24. houres, in 
quem nos naturalem, Which time the Sunne is by the firſt orbe carried round a- 
hi civilem ceu artifi- bout the World : It containes as well the night as the true 
cialem 3 quem 705 = day ; and is therefore termed, by the Greeks ? vwwybiuesy, 
vile , mt naturatem go mv in Latine be aptly tranſlated noidinum, The former 
diem wocant : nos Ve» . , 
ritatem ſequimur. Po- 15 MEANT when God called the light, day : The latter, when it 
lan. Syntag. Theol, 18 ſaid,the evening and the morning made the firſt day uv, And 
lib.7.c.45. & lib.5.c. of the latter wee ought here to be underſtood when wee 
T6. Hanc EY ſpeake of the 25 day. of December ; For our Saviour was 
- ape +. Q—_ borne preſently afcer 12. a Clock in the Night *, at which 
102 et barbar# ſem- CME the Civill day began according to the cuſtome of the 
per credidi,quiſquis eam Romans y. 
primus noby tradiderit. 

Vide ſcholion. Eiiz Vineri in ſphzram Joan. a ſacroboſco, c.3. x yu 8nws egv &y Tl bu 3 
remoiuna,. 2 COr-11.25. # Gen-1.5, x Luke 2.8. y More Romano dies a media nofe inci- 
pit, ct ſequentis noFis media parte finitir : Ttaque quicquid in his viginti quatuor horis (id ct 
quabus, &t luce meds ) affum 683, perinde eſt quaſi quavis hora luis afum ceſſet. Palus I Crus 
Digeſt. juc. Civil.l,2,tic. I 2, 


The vanity and weakneſſe of all objxAions to the cons 
trary Le ng difcovered, we conclude, according to the Te. 
; | ſtimonieg. 
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. to the Father i, 


(39) | 
ſtimony of the ancient Fathers, the Tradition of the 
Churches-of God, and the evident concurrence of Sacred 
Scripture, That the 15 day of Dedembey & the juſt, trne,and 
exaPt day of onr Savionrs Birth, 


CP _——Y 


SL ET. VI I, 
The work_ of the Day. 


'®, How good;how pleaſant,how kind a thing it is to re- 
member the Work of the Day in its own Day 2. 

This worke , whether at home or in publique conſiſts of 
three parts or duties, The firſt is, a reverend explana- 
LON; 

1, Os Tus PERSON INCARNATED t which Was u 
Chriſt the Lord b, The Word , the Eternall Sonne of God, , x,1te 2, rm © * 
the ſecond perſon of the moſt glorious Trinity , Was made ——© © = 
fleſh c' ; not by the converſion of the Godhead into fleſh 4, © * Ny@& vage 
but by aſſuming unto the Godhead the nature (not the per- ©Y*1*79 J ohn 1.14. 
ſon © ) of man, and all the naturall infirmities thereof, es as, 
ſinne excepted f : which nature the Father formed in the , wyjleb. Chrit: 
Sonne by.the Holy Ghoſt , of the ſubſtance of the bleſſed Theolog.lib. 1.c, 16 
Virgin 2fary,who was of the Tribe of 744ah, of the Roy- f Heb.2.17. & 4. 15 
all Family 'of David g. Wherefore (hriſt was perfeft God, vuonoyBuey O74 
and ſo equall to the Father Þ ; perfeft man,and ſo inferiour 75vle T4 ouone x; 

; dSdfanle rd 31 
G DR 7 : : CITED ayirafey 
-<" wa F avIgwnov x, Tale Te 5% drSewns avinabs, malu Tis duarTiIAs, 
bg x _ . J_ fidei, lib. 3. c, 20. g Luke 1, 32, þ Joh. 10. 30, Phil, 2, 6: 
3 40 20, g 


a Opns die in die ſus 


 2.How Crur1sT Was Boxns Or Tus VirGIN 

Mary * and that was by opening of the Womb & after & Luke 2.7.23 

the ordinary way ; not ztero clauſo, the Womb being ſhut, as 

the Papiſts imagine /, { Catechiſm. Rom. 
3. WHERE HE Was BokNe :towit, i the Land of P3<-capi4. Reſpon. 

7udah,in Bethelehem m which ſignifies, the honſe of Brea n ; _ 

reaching us, that (rift fe whi far ho , 

A was the _ bread of life which came n Paſ. Lexican, © 
01973 


' 
re -—. 


a> ev, 


I 
2 -c 
bb, ———_—_ 


| o Joh. 6. 33-35 
; P Luke 2.7» 


| 4 yearcs, Sce Toſeph 


.6 Gen. 3.15. & 12+ 


| (40) 
* doWvn from Heaven, 0 In z [table ; and was laid in a Manger, 
becanſe there was no reome for them in the Inne ; Þ teaching 
us by his example to beare corporal! poverty with pa- 
tience. | 
4. WHEN Hz Was BoRNE : andthat was 1,when 
a Decree went ont from Auguſtus Czſar that all the world 
Luke 2:1: 2, ſnould be taxed. 2.When Cyrenius was Governor of Syria q.The 
7 Toſepbus caljeth bim Evangeliſt ſayes not of Z#dea,becauſe7udea was at that time 
x _ n joyned unto the Province of Syria ©: teaching us, that the 
= A _ aig: trus eſſiah,Chriſt, was come ; For the Scepter Was then Je 
of Archelaus, erreth partednot only from theTribe of Fudah, 1 but even from the 
J. ws. 3. In the »ight © ; ſignifying that the day-pring from 
Antiq lndlib.17.c.ult. gy high viſited #us.to give light to them that ſate in darkneſſe,and 
E& lib.186.1- * Þ 5; the fhadow of aeath u 
Gen. 49-10. "Is ] 
$ Lu.ez.s. _ $.Oy Gops Gracious And MIRacuLouns 
#4 Luke 1.78,79. DiscoverY Or His B1RTH. 1.Tothe poore Shep» 
heards, . ncere Bethelehem,by an Angell *, 2. To therich 


x Luke 2.8,9,10,11. 
y Mar. 2. 1,7, 31» Wiſemen in the Eaſt by a Star  : teaching ns, that poore 


and rich, ſimple and wiſe, Jew and Gentile, neere and + 


we off, are all alike accepted by God, in, through,and for 
Chriſt. , | 

6. Of the glorious celebration of Chriſt; Nativity by a 
multitude of the beavenly hoſt F-aiſmng Gov I. 

The ſecond part is a pious meditation on the Ext and 
+3 poet” NscEss1TY of Chrif's Birth ; and that was threefold. 
If cn Si WR That Gods Promiſes 4, and the predi&ions of kis ſer-. 
Ter.23.5, Mich, 5. 2. Vants the Prophets b, might be accompliſhed, 2. That God 


{ Luke 2.13,14- 


Haoſ.1 1. Hag.2-9. might thereby wan/ei? his love towards mankinde &, 3. That 
 -444 axle 6.12- redemption might be to then that were under the Law d : 
qt 31617, ——_— - woes; death had paſſed upon all men, for that all 
1 Tohn 4.9.10, ave (mea e. | 

d G:1 44,5. The third and chiefecft part is, an humble and fincere 


e Rom. 5.12. 

f lohn 4.42. 

g 1 Chron. 16,7. 
Epheſ. 5.19. 

þ Gen. 21.8. 

x1 Chron12.39;40. 
& 163, ® 


thankſgiving unto Go Þ for thoſe great and uneſtima- 
ble benefits which wee receive by the ſacrcd Birth of our 
Lord CHRIST, the Savionr of the World f : outwardly 
exprefling our thankfulnefle, x, 1» P/almes and Hymnes, 
and ſpirituall Songs 8. 2. In a larger and miore hiberall 
uſe of Gods Creatures then at ordinary times, 3. In 


our 
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our charity unta the needy members of Chriſt i. # Luke 14. 13. 
Whaſoever therefore regerderh this day aright, muſt re- 

gard it unto the Lord, giving Gad thanks i and not ſpend k Roa. 22-6 

it 112 rioting and drunkgnneſſe, nor in chambring and wanton- Mis 

eſſe | as to too many have done, to the high diſhonour ! Rom, r3, 13. 

of Almighty God, the reproach of our Church ; and the pe which ave 


| - hoſen out to ſerve 45 
fearful hazard of their owne ſoules. publigeny a ride 


of Gods mereies, ought to be cloathed with thoſe 0utwerd robes of holineſſe, whereby {the difference 
rom other dayes may be made (cnfslble, Hook, Eccleſ. Polyci, lib. 5. ſet. 70. | 


— 


S8cT., VIII, 
A patheticall exhortation unto the true Sounas of the Church of 


A Re theſe things ſo May Chriſtian Magiſtrates con- 


ſtitute Feaſt. dayes, and require obedience unto ſuch 
Conſtitutions 4 2 Has the Church of Eg/and Ordained # Sc. 2, 
that the Birth-day of (ri/# ſhould be yearly kept Feſti- 
vall þ > Is this Ordination grounded npon the Scri- z ,, anq 5, gqw.s, * 
ptures c? Is it confirmed by the praQtice of the Chriſtian c. 3. x Eliz.c.2. © 
Church from the time of the Apoliles unto this day, and © Se. 4, 
doe all Reformed Churches approve thereof 4? Is the 25. 4 Sea. 5. 
day of December the Birth-day of our Saviour e? Does the , $4. c. 
work of the day tend to the Glory of Gop, the Honour of | 
Chriſt, and Comfort of his Churchf ? What wretched f Sec. 7; 
Herodians are they then, who revile and envy the ſolemni. 
zation of Chriſts Birth, calling it” Heatheniſme, and moſt 
blaſphemouſly perſwading the people g, That a Feaſt cele- Theſe words, or 
brated unto the Honour of CHRIST, & no better then that aan —_ | 
Feaſt Which the Iſraelites made unto the molten Calfe h ? Church of S. Mich. 


Combill, on the Lords day, the 25. of February, 1643. God give the ſpeaker repentance to the 
accknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. 2.25. b. Exad. 32. 4, 5, 6 | 


But let us, Brethren, who have not ſo learned Chrift i, i Ephel. 4.20., 
be ſubjett to Principalities aud Powers : let ns obey Alagi- 
ſtrates ; and be reagy to every good work k , not daring to 
deſpiſe our Mother the Church, the Fouſe of (brit! : let 1 Cant, 4. 9: 

F 2 us 


k Titus 3. 1. 


M 2 Pet. 2, I0. 13, 
17,19.Jude 8.12,12. 
2 2 Theſ. 2. 15, 


 o Pſal, 78. 5,6, 7. 


þ See Willets Synop- 
fis. 9. generall Con- 
troverke. queſt. 8.p. 
505, | 


(42) 
us beware of thoſe who+are preſumptuor, ſelf-willed, that 
bring railing accuſations : who are Spots in our Feaſts of 
charity, wandring Starres, wells without Water, clouds that are 
carried With a tempeſt, while they promiſe liberty, they them- 
ſelves are the ſervants of corruption, to Whom the miſt of dark- 
neſſe ts reſerved for ever m, Tet us ſtand faſt, and hold the 
traditions which we have been tanght 1: let us make then 
knowne to our children, that the generations to come may know 
them, even the children Which ſhall be borne ; who ſhall ariſe 
and declare them to their children, that they may not forget the 
workes of God 9 ; And principally, may keepe the memo- 


rizll of CyuR1s Ts Nativity pz continuing the celebration - 


of thismoſt ancient,moſt Chriſtian, moſt bleſſed Feaſt, untill 
the ſecond coming of Su1L.0n, __ 


5 » 
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A N SW E R 
TO SIXTEEN 
Q UA KEE 
Touching the Riſe and Obſervation of 
CHRIST MAS, 


Propounded by Mr.Jos EPH HEMING of V:toxeter. 
Hongh, if we conſider the time fince the 
foregoing Treatiſe was publiſhed, it being 
five yeares compleat laſt April, 1649, we 
might rather inſiſt upon an Anſwer from 
our Opponents, then take notice of their 
Qneres, which to multiply into ſcores or © 
hundreds, is nothing difficult, even to the 
meaneſt Sophiſter: Yer leſt our Chriſtian 
Solemnity ſhould ſuffer by our ſilence, and for the. ſatisfaRion 
of this Quzriſt and all others whom the Spirit of contradiftion 
and by-ends have not made uncapable of the truth , we 
ſhall briefly and clearly return our Reſolution to each parti- 
cular ; With reference, as occaſion ſhall be and that often is, 
to what hath been above delivered ; it being altogether im- 
proper and needlefle to make repetition, 


QUEARE. IL 
Whether ſuch Religioms ((uſftomes as are binding to all the Churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ought not ro have ſurc footing upon the Ward of GOD, or Apoſtolicall 


Prafice ? 
ANSWER. 

V TE muſt here diltinguith of Re/igiorzs (tomes : Some are 

Religious Ab/o/ately, ſome Reſpetively, Cultomes ab- 


ſolmtely religious, have ſure footing upon the Word of 
F 3 GOD 


FP 


(44) 
G OD, either in expreſſe termes or by evident conſ:quence ; 
as T he peoples aſſembling to GOD'S Service, the Celebration cf the 
Sacraments,and the like : Theſe are abſolutely and ever bind- 
ing to all the Churches of eſus Chriſt, Cuſtomes reeftively 
religious, are ſuch as in reſpe of their fatter, Alanner, End 


are Religious, but have their Inſtitution from the praRtice - 


and Authority of G O D'S Church ; Of which number is this 
Obſervation of the Nativity ; The atrer whereof is our Sa- 
viours Birth, The avrer is with preaching, prayers, thank(ſ- 
giving, almes, and a liberall yet ſober uſe of GOD'S Crea- 
cures; The Endis the Honor of Chriſt and our owne Edifi- 
cation: Theſe Cuſtomes though in themſelves things indif- 
ferent, yet in reſpeR of the Churches Authority become bind- 
ing ; and the wilfull contempt of them is a contempt of An- 
thority, a ſcandall and offence to the Church, which by the joyne 


a See our ſe- | ivines 7 . 
11+ Sy oi conſent of all Proteſtant. Divines is a finne againſt the Morall 


Alſo, Harmon, Law 6, - 
Contel. fidei, Se&. 16. As and Monuments, vol.1.pages.col.8, Maſter Edwards Treatiſe 
againſt Toleration.pap. 14. | 
Your 9sevre then containes a double errour : 
F Firlt, it implies a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of our Fe- 
ſtivall ; for we eſteeme it not ( as you propopnd ) amongſt 
Cuſtomes ab/olutely religions. 
Secondly, by the DisjunRive Or you infinuate , that ſuch Cn. 
ftomes as have ſure footing upon Apoſtolicall Praftice, are abſolutely 
religious and binding to all Chriftian Churches;Which is falſe; For 


it is the Apoltolicall Precepr, not Apoſtolicall Praice, that 


makes a Cuſtome abſolutely religious and univerſally binding. 
"IE PRPY The Praftice of our Saviour hienſelfe, and of his Apoltles with 
fer would have BM, 3nd of the Church to boot b, did not change the Nathre of 
in bfs (hrifti- things indifferent : but as they uſed them freely, ſo they left 
ans daily walk. them free : We read, that the holy Communion was celebrated 
cap.6.pag.153. ar the time of Supper, by our Saviour and his Diſciples c , by the 
27 ap Diſciples and the Church of Troas d, by the Church at Corinth ec : 
£1 Cor.11, 21, And yet who will ſay ; that the Celebration of the Communion 

at that time is a Cuſtome abſo/utely religious,. hath Authority of 

Divine Precept, and bindeth all the Churches of Chriſt ? 


QUERE 


"oO" 
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(45) 
DID USMERE IT, 


Whether you can ſubſtantiaily prove that Chriſt was horne on the 25, of 
December ? and what your proofes are ? 


ANSWER. 
If the full conſent of clear and undoubted Records, if the Te- 
ſtimony of the ancient Greek and Latin Churches, if the generall 


, Acknowledgment of thoſe that. profeſſe Chriſtianity, be /#6b- 


ſtantiall proofs ; (which no man of common ſenſe will deny) then 

have we ſubſtantially proved that Chriſt Was borne ou the 25. of 

December. (f) And truly upon the like reaſons as our Op-,  - Cech 
ponents make ſcruple at this, may they queſtion what ever is 5 _ 
chronicled : Admir, we ſhould affirme, that z7:i4iam the Con. | 
querour was crowned at Weſtiminfter on the 25 of December, 
and for the Auchority thereof quote Roger de Hoveden, Matthew 
Parr, aed others ; Mizhe not one ask, as they doe of Chriſts 
Birth-day, how could this be ? King Herold was high and puiſ- 
fant in Oftober before ; anda Sonldier cannot ſoon beleeve that a | 

wiſe Prince as Duke William was,vonld in winter with his Southern | br 
people, wage Warre in a Northrene (onntrey, Neither was it the fit rag 7 
time for Armies to be inthe field ; Ani it 1s not probable, that this Chron. 1. 3.c.8. 
Kingdome Wt conquered in the Space of two Winter moneths.( g) «nd Brough- 
But, what ſenſe is in ſuch kind of arguing, we leave to the Judge- 1915 Advertiſe- 
ment of any rationall man ; and for perfeR ſolution of this 7; Fong» 
Duere referre you to our ſixth Seftion, Wy a ae 


Ve ERE III. & I'V, 


Whether the Celebration of that day can be clearly warranted by you from 
Scripture ? and what your $cripcures are, Or, Whether you can clear it by 
found conſequence from the New Teſtament,though nor ſer downe there 


it totidem verbis. 
ANSWER, 


Both theſe 2 eyes ariſe from a-miſtaken Principle ; For the 
Obſervation of this Fealt (as we ſaid before) is not a Cuſtome 
abſolutely religions, whoſe warrant indeed is from Scripture, ei- 
ther expreſly or by ſound Conſequence. Howbeit we mult note ; 
Thovgh this Anniverſary Feſtivall hath no particular and Spe- 
ciall Scripture-warrant, whereby this very day is ſer apart to 


this very end ; yet it may have and hath a Gezera/l Scripture- 
warrant, 
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(46) 
warrant, under which it is anthoriſed : For the Obſervation 
of ſuch Anniverſary Feaſts-is juſt and warranted from the 
Equity and ſenſe of the Ceremonial! Law, which the Apoſtle: 
(1 Cor.9.10.) ſheweth to be ſtill in force ; and therefore the 
Legall Anniverſary Feaſts do in Equity require and even now 
teach , that there ought to be Goſpzll-Anniverſary Feaſts, af. 
ſigned for extraordinary Thank(-givings and rehearſalls of 
GOD'S extraordinary benefits to his People. { h) As then 
from the grounds and reaſonsof G O D'S commanding the 


weekly Feaſt of the Sabbath, (though che Sabbath be now abo- _ 


liſhed ) (5) our Church hath good Authority and Warrant to 
ordaine one day in ſeven to be kept holy ; and guided by the 
exampie of the Primitive Churches , and conſtant praftice of 
Chriſtians in all ages, obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordaineth 
the ficlt day of the weeke, under the title of the Lords Day : So, 
from the grounds and reaſons of GOD'S commanding the 
Legall Anniverſary Feaſts, ( though thoſe Feaſts bee now abo+ 
liſhed,) our Church hath good Authority and Warrant to Oc- 
daine ſolemn dayes of thankſ-giving for G O D'S extraordi- 
nary benefits ; and guided by the example of the Primitive 
Churches and conſtant praRtice of Chriſtians in all Ages, ob- 
ſerveth and to that purpoſe: ordaineth ( amongſt other Feaſts) 
the 25th day of December, under the title of the day of Chriſts 


Nativity, 
DUJEREYN. 
Whether you can cleare the Celebration of that day by Univerſall cra- 
dition 2? 
ANSWER, 


This Word Uiver/all muſt here be caken'in a ſafe ſenſe : For, 

25 of Doftrine, ſo ſay Divines of Tradition ; to make it Vnni- 
zrſall, itis not requiſite , that all Chriſtians ;ſhould profeſſe it 
chroughout every age ; for then, no DoArine can be Ryled (@- 
thelick or Univerſall, becauſe there is no Doftrine which hath 
not at ſome time or other , through weakneſle of Judgement, 
pride of wit, or ſelfe-ends, beene drawn into queſtion, if not 
oppoſed; k)\there muſt be Hereſies,(1)and falſe Prophets ever were 
and will be. {mz ) But that Tradition is truly termed Vniver- 


» 1 Iohn 4.1, ſal, unto which the Fathers, Martyrs and godly men of the 
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(47) 
Chriſtian Church have in all Ages to this preſent time borne 

witneſſe, ( #) both by exhortations and examples : And ſuch n Vinren. Ler, 

is the Tradition of Solemoizing our Saviours Birth-day ; as <vMtra bezel, 

we have abundantly proved in our fifth, SeRtion , whereto wee ©2P'3* 
referre, aE 

OD UVI/ERENT. 

Whether ( in caſe it can be evidenced by none of theſe , viz. plain Text, 
ſolid Interence, univerſall Tradition ) it be not a meere humane inven« 
tion, and ſo Will-worſhip 2 And how you will one day acquir your ſelves 
before God, for placing and crying up mens Inventions , inſtead of the 
Inſtitucions of Jeſus Chriſt ? And whether it were not fairhfull dealing 
with poore ſimple people to tell them that you have neither of theſe to 


watrant it ? 
ANSWER, | 

Falſe it is and ſlanderous, that wee cry wp the Celebration of 
this day as a» D»ſtitution of Jeſs Chriſt : And yet, wee do and 
muſt deny it to be a meere humane invention aud Will-Worſhip ; be- 
cauſe the Obſerving thereof is not onely approved by Vniver- 
fall Traditisn, but (as we ſhewed before) hath Sacred Authority 
and Scripture-warrant #» the Generall, though not i»: ſpeciall; (o) o See our 
Of which kind are,Ser-Feaſts , Weekly or monethly Leftures, daily Anſwer to the 
Prayer with our Families, the ſinging of Dwids Pſalmes in meeter *ird & fourth 
by a whole Congregationand divers other Chriſtian praRices : (p) þ Be Exolic 
Whereas that worſhip which the Apoſtle calleth 1/:i-worſhip «ar. Ca 
and condemneth , is wholly deſtitute of Scripture-warrant as queſt. gr. 
well Generall as Speciall, and hath no other ground and original S<&io 1. & 
but the vain opinion , will and phanſy of men ; as, The worſvip- quzſt. 96, 


. ping of Angels, and placing an abſolute holineſſe and neceſſity in 


things indifferent(q)We deſire therefore our 9ueriſt and his fol- q Coloſ.2. 18 
lowers to conſider well and lay to heart, how they will one zr,zz 
day acquit themſelves before G O D, for ſlandering their Bree. 

thren,' for callivg good evill,(>) and crying down that for a meere r 11a.5.20. * 
humane Invention and 7/:/-wor ſip , which hath Scripture-Au- 

thority and the conſent of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, And 

were it n0t faithful dealing in theſe men,and their apparent duty, 

to tell poore ſimple People that they have unawares fl:pt into 

errour and miſled them, and will hereafter ( like Saint Paul ) 
labour the more abundantly (5) in aſſerting and divu'ging the 5 1 Cor.15,10, 


Truths, 
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(48) 
DUSARE VII. 

Since dayes and times commanded by G O D himſelfe to be obſerved un- 
der the Law, were and are unlawtull under the Goſpell ; Whether dayes 
and times commanded by men, and not by GOD, under the Goſpell, are 

' not leile unlawſull ? - 


f ANSWER. 

This Scruple is eafily removed, if wee conſider the different 
natures of thoſe dayes nader th? Law and theſe wnder the Goſpell : 
They were abſolutely neceſſary , theſe 1n themſelves are things 
indifferent; They were parts of G O D'S publick Worſhip, 
theſe as attendents and ſ#b/ervieut to GOD'S Worſhip ; (t)They 
were inſtituted by GOD himſelfetheſe are eſtabliſhed by Chri- 
ſtian Magittrates, GO D'S _ ;(#)They as a grievons and 
unfipportable Toke (w) were aboliſhed at Chriſts Death, (x) 
theſe are things tending to Decency ahd Order in the Church are 
retained by Chrilts Warrant, (/y) Now, what ground or Rea- 
ſon there is, to inferre the unlawfulnkſle of the latter, from 
the unlawfulneſſe of the former ; conclude Goſpell. 
dayes of thankſ-giving, allowed by Car1sT and ſet apart 
by Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to bte unlawfull ; becauſe Legall 
Feaſts, aboliſhed by Cur15sT, and which to re-admit is to 
make Cur1sST of no effet, (z) are unlawfull ; Let men of 
ſobriety determine. And here neceſſary it is to take notice z 
though after the Aſcenſion of Chrilt wee finde the Apoſtles ar 
ſome of the Jewiſh Feaſts, as The Sabbath and Penticsſt; (a)Yet 
did not they obſerve them as Legall Ordinances , but as things 
indifferent : All dayes were to the Apoſtles alike ; ( 5) They 


made no valuation or difference of firſ# or /aft , but every day of 


the weeke they came together, every day they prayed, preached,adms- 
niſtred the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. (6) Indeed Saint Paul 
in a time of famine, (c ) did exhort the Corsxthians (according as 
he had given Order to the (arches of Galatia ) that wpon the firſs 
day of the week every one jhould put aſrde by himſelfe , and lay up as 
GOD had proſpered him,for the reliefe of their diſtreſſed brethren 
at Feruſalem : (d )But this exhortation gives no preheminence to- 
the firſt day of the weeke, nor implies a command, that all Chriſti. 
ans {hould weekly meet on that day to GODS publick Service : 
The Tex: ſpeakes onely of giving Almes,every ove apart by him- 
ſelfe ; not a ſyllable of waeeting, or an #univerſall command,or of 
GODS 
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(49) _ 
GOD S publick Services, Prayers, Preaching and Sacraments, 
For by the very words and ſcope of the Apoſtle, it is evident ; 
that his Order and Exhortation was particular andTtemporary, 
co particular Churches,upon a particular and tewporary .0c- 
caſion, (e) and therefore ſuch regard of the day did onely con- « A; was that 
cern thoſe particular Churches, and that for a time. Who will in the 20. verſe _ 
ſay, when the famine was over, that the Galatians and Corinthiaas X the ſame 
were {till bound to ſend almes to their Brethren at Feru/alem.? —— 
And might not the Ch ch at Antioch on the ſecond day of the with au hoy 
week, the Saints at Philipps on the third, and the Brethren in ke. 
Cilicia on the fourth , give almes to relieve the wants and neceſ. >< Mars G6 - 
fities of their Brethren at Fersſalem, notwithſtanding this Order _ uy upott 
and exhortation of Saint Pax! to the Churctes of Galatia and TINY 
Corinth > May not wee on other dayes , as well as the firſt day w Molicam u- 
of the weeke ; yea,on other dayes and not on the firſt ; yea, bur —— An 
once a fortnight or moneth (as occaſion ſhall be) contribute co die, ve; quands 
the relief of our diſtreſſed Brethren > Aſluredly we may, () velit, ft mode 
: RE pofiit , apponit. 
Nam nemo compellitur, ſed ſponte confert. Hac quaſs depoſuta pictatis ſunt, Naim inde non aliis quan 
egenis alendis difpenſatur. Tertul. adverſ. Gentes, 


2 UJERE VIIIL. 
Whether the true and genuine Interpretacion of Chrift-mas be Chriſt- man- # 
And whether to perſwade people 'tis ſo, be not to abuſe and delude them? 
And whether we may not as well interpret Candlemas Gandle-man, Michacl- 
m as Michaclmant,as Chriſtmas Chriſt -man- y 


ANSWER. | 


That Maſe and e Man are words of the ſame root and'mex- 
ning, is (wee grant) an abfurd, vaine and groundleſſe conceic ; 
nor doe we ſuppoſe the allegation of /o per/wading people, to be 
any other then a ſlanderous figment of our @4r;t, For/as we 
have ſhewed above)( e ) our Engliſh-Saxon (f) word aſſe, is e See our third 
borrowed from the Latine word 222, and fignifies Publique I Rion, _ 


ſervice, The Lords Supper, eAn Offering ; whereby there appears j Moſt is | 

an excelent and comacdadly ke in this Fitle CHRIST ho "Bn rs Ye 

M1 48 DAY, implying T H E day of Chriſts Pablich Service, Ca origi- 

T HE day of celebrating Chriſt's holy Communic, THE day nally. : 

of offering up our ſelves, and thankfulneſſe unto Chrif ; for that * 

Chriit,che Son of GOD, the _— of his Fathers glory, and ex- 
2 


preſſe 


{| 


( 50) 
2 Heb. 1,2.3. preſſe image of his Perſon, (g) in whom dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the 
4 ry God- head bodily, (h) did vouchſafe for onr ſakes ſo low a conde- 
h Vide Obſer. ſcenfion as to zake upon him the forme of a ſervant, (5) and this 
vat. in Harm, day was to be borne of a pure Virgin. And as for the uſe of this 
Confeſs.Set. word afſe, we have (by the Conf: flion even of thoſe that 
14.Ad Auguſt. wave it) the example of Chriſtians in the very time of the Apo- 


PUfs Brol les, (4) the ancient cuſtome and approbation of GOD'S 
Catacher, * Church, (1) the Authorities of Tertallian, (m) Cyprian, (n) Am- 
quzſt,80. broſe, (0) Auguſtin, (p) and other eminent Fathers who flou- 


2-1 Lib. 4. 3d» rjiſhed long before the dayes of Popery : (q) Yea, ina Sermon 
nag Mardv- on Eaſter-day tranſlated out of Latin into the Saxon tongue 
» Lib, }.Ep.r4. Anno 996, and in divers Saxon Epiſtles, (r) before ever the Po- 
o Lib.5.Ep.33. piſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation was heard of in this Iſland, 
p De Tempor. we finde the word 2aſſe, ſometimes expreſſing Publick Service, 
Sermone237+ ſometimes The Lords Supper ; and Holy-dyes were by the Sax- 
aPerckins.v0l.2. Ong called Maſſe-dayes: wn on thoſe dayes GOD'S P#ublick. 


, of 
ria” Service and uſually the holy Communion was celebrated, (s) 


the Problag. 
NAS: Wherefore this word aſe is neither Popiſh nor invented by 
Pag: 42. Papiſts ; and is uſed not onely in the Church of £»g1axd,but hath 


7 Acts & Mon: the teſtimony of thoſe glorious and renowned Churches of Ger. 


pinnm a ary, whoſe zeale in Pcoteſting for the Faith firſt acquire4 to 
60. and fol, themſclves the name of Proteſtants ; (t) Onur Churches (fay they) 
452e20-60 are falſely accuſed that they aboliſh the Maſſe; For the Maſſe 
j Teſtimon. (meaning the Lords Supper)# retained with u,and celebrated with 
Aol P-79* higheſt reverence. (u) And if words mult be therefore caſt out 
Comment. 1.6, and abominated, becanſe they are profancd by Papiſts; then 


4.101.102.109. Muſt theſe words Scripture, (hurch, Baptiſme, Lords Supper, 
u Vide Harm. Prayer, Preaching, Sacrament, Almes,Penitenee, and many more 
Conf. Sea.14. he caſt out, which are by them no leſſe abuſed unto ſuperſtition, 


_—_ 16. profaneneſle, idolatrie, then the aſſes, 
Y UIERE IR. 
Whether the Saints are bound to rejoyce inthe birth of Chriſt on that day 
men ſuperſtitioufly call Chriſtmas, more then at other times ? And whe= 
ther the Lords day be not THE day appointed for them to rejoyce on. 


ANSWER. | 
Te is falſe, that men ſ#per/#irionſly call this day Chriſtmas ; for 


though they cannot without ſolid convition*of the unlaw- 
fulneſſe, 
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(51) 
fulneſſe, reze& the uſe thereof, yet doe they not place. any Re- 
ligion in, or eſteem of that Title more then of Chriſts Birth. day, 
the Nativity of Chriſt, the day of the Nativity, or the like ; which 
they ever did and doe nfe as names indiftcrent. But for our 
ſpeciall joy on that day ; if it be the duty of Chriſtians to hear 
the Church,(w) if in things juſt the Magiſtrates commands be wma, rx,r7, 
obligations, and men paws needs be ſubjeft thereunto, not onely | 
for wrath, bat alſo for conſcience ſakg (x ) which no Saints or Chil- « Rom.r;.5, 
dren of GOD will deny ; Then are Saints bonnd to expreſſe 
their 7ejoycing in the Birth of C hrift , more eſpecially on this day ſet 
apart for this end, then at other times : Doe not we on every fifth 
of November, [as the Jewes did on the dayes of Purim] (y) » Eſther g.18, 
more eſpecially then at other times, declare our joy in GODS 19.28. 
temporall deliverance of our State? And if a corporall and 
temporary mercy unto a Nation may be yearely: recorded with 
Publ:que joy and thanksgivings unto GOD ; much more may 
we with rejoycings, prayer and praiſes record GODS ſpiritual, - 
everlaſting and unſpeakable mercy in Chriſts Birth, :he good 11- 
dings of great joy unto all people (2). ; Luk.2.r0. 
Indeed, the Lords day is appoynted for us to rejoyce on ; yet is it | 
not THE day, ſo as to diſtinguiſh or leflen our duty on other 
daies appointedalſo to GODS Service, For by whom and when 
was the Lords day appointed ? Thronghout the Old Teltament 
we have no intimation of it. Cypryars ſaying, that Circumcs/ron 
was atype or figure of Chriſts Reſurreflion, and our Solemnity on 
the eighth day, (a) is rather his conceit then judgement ; for in 4 Lib-3-Ep.ro. 
that Sacrament neither ſizne nor aRions, bear the leaſt analogy ** res 
or ſimilitnde with Chriſts riſing from the dead. And to ſpeak & tho crop 
, | g f 
truly, how can the day of Chriſts RefurreRion be termed :hs gay, becauſe 
erohth day ? In reference to the week it was the firſt day, (6) the child was 
in reference to his death and buriall the third day ; (c) in refer. uncleane till | 
rence to the month the ſeventh and twentieth day ; (a) and it can Le pet Ga ; 
no otherwiſe be termed zhe eighth, then becauſe it nexe followes & x5.1 rs k 
the ſeventh; juſt as one is thirteen a clock, becauſe it is the next b Mark.16.9, ' 
houre after twelve, Beſides, ſhould we admit-this Typicall < Mat-12.40. 
phanſy, then mult the day of Chriſts ReſurreRion be no Solemne Hons 2 
or Holy. day, but a common ordinary day, as was the day of | oF Chiyſo. 
Circuincifion ; elſe the rype and thing typified will not corre- exp,in c.1,Luc. 
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(52) 
As for the day of the fourth Commandetnent ; that things 
may be clearly underſtood, we muſt note that the morall Law 
and the Law of Nature are one and the ſame; (e) and it is 
called the Moral Law, that is to fay the Law of manners, becauſe 
it is 47 everlaſting rule for the manners and duties of men, both to- 
Wards GOD axd towards their N eighvour. © Fo 
_ Next, we muſt know, that a ſabbath, is a ſet time appointed 
by jaſt Aurhoricy co GOD'S publique ſervice: (f) The Sab- 
bath is a ſabbath under the Law by GOD'S command to be 
weekly obſerved on the ſeventh day : The Lords day is a ſabbath 
under the Goſpell by the Churches Authority (g) ro be weekly 
obſerved on the firſt day : So that the Sabbath and the Lords day 
differ ſpecifically, that is, are of di/tinf} natures and kindes. Hence 
it is, that the fourth Commandement is partly oral, partly 
Ceremonial. (h) Moral and Natural, in that it commandeth 
a ſabbath or ſec time to be appointed for GOD'S publique ſer. 
vice : unto which by the ſecret inſtinQ of nature all people and” 
Nations, though never ſo hatheniſh, barbarous, and ignorant of 
the true GOD; did and doe by their cuſtomes and praRice bear 
witneſſe, {s) Ceremonial, in that it commandeth The Sabbath 
or ſeventh and laſt day of the week, on which GOD reſted from 
his Work of Creation, to be kept hely : (k) And that this was 
Ceremonial! appeare th, Firſt, Becuſe the Lord himſelfe num- 
bring the Ceremonial! Fealts, placeth the Sabbath in the very front 
and head of them. (1) Secondly, Becauſe the Sabbath was a par « 
ticular remembrance to the Iſraelites: of their deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage, (»z) Thirdly, Becauſe the Sabbath was to, 
Ciftingu ſh and divide the Jewes from the Gentiles ; () which 


middle wall of partition, Chriſt, our peace, both broken doWne. (0) 


Fourthly, B-cauſe, the Sabbath was a type or figne of ſanifican 
tion and ſpiritual reſt by the promiſed Meſſiah, (p) the ſubſtance 
& acco npliſhment of what was ſhadowed. (9) Laſtly, TheApoſtles 
prohibition of the neceſſary obſervance and Divine eſteeme of 
the Sabbath dies, ( r) without excepting the ſeventh day, is a 
clear proot againſt the old Sabbatarians; And as well that pro- 
hib:tion as the Jawfull change of the Sabbath or Seventh day of 
the wee ke, which is our Sarerday, into the Lords day or firſt day 
of the week which is our Sznday, are manifelt proofes againſt 
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(53) | 

the New Sabbatarians, that the Sabboth day was Ceremonial; For 
we muſt not, we cannot ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle ſhould per- 
ſwade Chriſtians to a light eſteeme of any part of the Morall 
Law ; nor could that which is Morall be changed. (s) s Polan, Synt, 

Groundleſlſe then and erroneous is the Opinion, as well of Theol.lib.s. 
the Old Sabbatarians, who teach that THE /eventh day is Mo- pes 
rall, as of the New Sabatarians who would have A ſeventh day 
Morall ; (:) For by the ditates and diſcourſe of meer naturall , «,, ,z, p,,. 
reaſon, neither the ſeventh nor a ſeventh has more evidence to Rice of Piety. 
be kept holy then ze or afifch, ſixth, eighth, tenth, twentieth Dr. Twiſle, 
day : And we challenge all Sabbatarians, Old or New, to deli- _ _ 
ver freely their Judgement and Conſcience, whether if they had &, Pn” 
never ſeene or heard of the Scriptures, they could by the Booke pyfe1q, Mar- 
of Nature have found out, that GOD in fix dayes finiſhed the rindale, Abbor 
Creation, reſted on the ſeventh, and therefore ordained the or intheir Treas 
a ſeventh day to be weekly kept holy ; If they fay, they conld, rey 
et them ſhew it, and the learned will for ever do them homage. $711. *n his 
If they ſay, they conld not, as moſt certainly they cannot, then is Chriflians daily 
neither the nor a ſeventh dayes Obſervation Morall : Much lefſe wake, DoQor 
Morall is the firſt day of the week or Lords day, of which there is Towng ini his 
not the leaſt titrle or glimpſe in the fourth;Commandment, 'Tis _ — 
true, in this age and land of Novelty, -fome Reaſons and far * 
ferch'c circumſtances have beene diſperſed among the people, to 
perſwade the Morality of the or a ſeventh, and thence to infinu- 
ate the Moralite of the Lords day ; but the ſhallowneſſe and ill 
compoſure of their Arguments is ſo obvious, even to men of in- 
different capacity, that we ſhall onely couch upon the chiefe, 
whereby the reit may be judged. : | 

RE ASQMN I. If the Obſervation of neither thenor a ſeventh 
day be Morall ; thcn are there but nine Commandments in the 
Morall Law, 

ANSW, The inference is falſe ; For (we have proved) the 
Morality of the fourth Commandment conſiſts not in obſerving 
zhe Or a ſeventh day, but in keeping holy a ſabbath day or time fer 
apart to GODS publick Service, which is our bounden and per- 
petuall duty. | 
_ REAS, IT. The Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradiſe, whilelt 
Aaam retained his innocency and perfeRion ; therefore the Sab- 
bath is not Ceremoniall, ANSW, 


(54) 
ANSW. This is often urged by our New Sabbatarians; thongh 
duly conſidered, it makes nothing at all to their purpoſe ; For 
ſhould we grant, the Sabbath or ſeventh day of the weeke to be 
Morall and unchangable, then what would become of their 
New Sabbath? But indeed , the Antecedent is falſe ; For at the 
u G:n,2. 2,3. ſooneſt, God did not inſtitute the Sabbath till hee reſted, and 
< Compare that was 0# the ſeventh day : (u)whereas Adam fell on the day of 
oo 10H 5 his creation, which was the ſixth day,(w and at Evening was caſt 
with chap, 1, oat of Paradiſe. (x) 
27,28, RE AS.IIL.The Sabbath was appointed before loſes his times 
x Chap. 3.3. Therefore the Sabbath was not ceremoniall, 
=: Bag of ANSW. We deny the conſequence ; For Sacrifices and (r< 
Picty,princed Cc#mciſion were appointed long before Moſes, ( y ) yet were they 
by R,Y.p.274. ceremoniall and aboliſhed in Chriſt. (z) 
Wiklet his fix= REAS.IV. Hceathens obſerved the ſeventh day as an holy day; 
fold Comment. Therefore the ſeventh dyes obſervation is Morall and Natural. 
" qeuhky ANSW. This Argument is likewiſe falſe ; for ſuch Heathens 
of the Afſemb, had not the ſeventh dayes obſervation by inſtin of Nature, but 
of Divines on by imitation from the Jews, as ſome amongſt them had and (till 
Gen.3-24. have Circumciſion and Sacrifices : (a) And that is not Natural 
A; mp hin which /ome people, but what all obſerve ; ( 6 ) which never was 
io. 17> nor will be proved of the ſeventh day, | 
2 AAas 15. 24 REAS.V, The word ſabbath ſignifies reſt ; The Lords day is 2 
28, 29. Galar, reſt ; Therefore the Lords day may-be called T HE Sabbath, And 
5-2. Hebr.9.9, if it may be called The Sabbath, then it is The Sabbath. 
| : Joſe h. con. \ ANSW. This is a ſyllogiſme of the fourth Figure, abſurd and 
tra "AY r. Tidicu!ous ; For inthe ſame way, Fohn might be called eAdam, 
Brerewozds becauſe the word Aam fignities man, (c ) and John is a man : So 
Enquities might S.Denſtans,be called The Temple,becauſe the word temple 
44 1 * 1-47, (igoifizs Churchand S, Dunſtans is a Church, And as to the latter 
o! goiter gry Inference ; it is as wiſe as the former ; For who ſees not that 
onncs hemnines ſometimes through crafe, ſometimes through ignorance, things 
candem habct 


potentian, Ariſ'o .l 5 Ethic. c in the Hebrew tongue, as ſabbath ſignifies rc : Whence as the ' 


L :tines from :t e Greeke, ſothe Engliſh from the Latines, have a Sabbatiſme, to ſabbatize, 
which ſignitie a reſting,to reſt. And did Printers diſtinguiſh the Noune Appellative ſabbath 
trom the prop r Name The Sabbath, by a great letter , as in all languages they oughe to do : 
Our New Sai bxra i:ins might find the Lords day,called ſabbathum, a ſabbath or reſt ; ſeldom 
or never, Sab'a bom, The Sabbath, | 


may 


— 
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- may be called what indeed they are not 2? A man may call copper, 


Gold ; yet it followes not, that it is Gold.Bur we lilt not to ſpend 
time'in breaking ſtrawes, and therefore we ſhall not purſue this 
point, nor take any ſtrict ſurvey of the manifold contradictions, 
falfities and notorious rift-raff , wherewith moſt of our New 
Sabbatarian Treatiſes adound : Oaly , we defire theſe profound 
Sophiſters to ſtudy well the firſt leaf of their Accidence, and they 
w 1! find a difference betwixe Proper Names and $Common, Now 
from the foregoing premiſes this concluſion is evident; That fince 
the Morall part of the fonrth Commandement enjoynes onely x 
ſabbath, not any particular and preciſe day to Go Þy's pubſtck 
Service ; And the ceremonial part enjoyned onlyThe Sabbach or 
ſeventh day on which G © D rcſted from his work of creation : 
Thereſore the Lords day or firſt day of the week on which Chriſt 
roſe from the grave,is not by the fouith commandment appoint- 
ed to be kept holy. 

Nor doe the Goſpels make any mention gf the obſerving the 
Lords day. Thoſe propheticall words of our Saviour, Pray yee 
that your flight be not in the Winter , neither on the Sabbath day (c) 
though we could prove them undeniab'y to be Figarative (4d) 
and are ſo underſtood by ſome of the new Sabbatarians : (e) yet 
taken literally , import no more but that the Sabbath or ſeventh 
day,was kept ac the time of Feru/alems deſtruftion, (f } abour 
thirty nine years afcer the death of Chriſt; ( g ) Which is moſt 
true ; As alſo to this very day the Jewes obſerve it with other 
Mofaicall Rites, and ceremonies. But what is their ſuperſtitious 
and unwarranted keeping The Sabbath or ſeventh day of the 
week,to the Chriſtians celebration of the Lords day or firſt day of 
the week 2 Indeed , the Evangeliſt S. 7h» ſpecifies two ſeverall 
times wherein Chriſt after his Refurretion appeared to his Diſ- 
ciples, when they were aſſembled. One was, at evening the ſame 
day he roſe from the dead,bring the firſt day of the week : (h)Bat this 
Text affords no foundation at all for their conceit, who would 
have the Diſciples then aſſembled to cc Ifbrate the day of Chriſts 
ReſurreRion ; For, 

I. The day was ext,or very little of it remaining,before they 
aſſemabled.(: ) | 
2, The Scriptures cxpicdly tell us , why they met,they were aſ- 

; H (embled 


c Matth, 24.20. 
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k John 20. 19 ſembled for feare of the Fewes ; (k) and what they did being met, 
L Luke 24. 33 
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they ſupt togetber,and their meatwas broiled fiſh and an honey comb: 
{Here's not 4 word of Praying, Preaching, and other ſolema 
duties requiſite to a folemne day. | 

 '2, The commingof Mary acaalene and others to the Sepul- 
chre, and bringing ſpices,with intent co #70; our Saviours Body ; 
(m) And the travelling 'of the two Diſciples from 7era/alem to 
Emmans tpon their private occaſions, (#) are clear teſtimonies 
that that day was in their repute a common ordinary day, 

4. And laſtly,the Diſciples at their ficit afſembling,did not be- 
lievethe Reſarrefion of Chriſt ; (s ) and therefore when (hri# 
appeared unto them as they ſat at meat,he wpbraided them herein, with 
their tmbeliefe and harane(ſe of heart : ( p) How then could it be, 
that the cauſe of their afſembling was to celebrare the day of 
ChriftstReſarreRion 2 

The other time wherein Chriſt did appeare to his Diſciples 
aſſembled, was (ſaith the foreſaid Evangeliſt) after eight dayes ; 
(9) which word after ſhewes thatthe ezoht dayes were fully com- 
pleat and ended, znd ſo this meeting of the Diſciples fals on the 
ninth day ;* Now accompt Nize , either inclading the day of 
Chrifts ReſurreQRion , and their meeting was'on the ſecond day ' 
of the ſecond weeke ; Or, N»efrom the time of his former 
2ppexrance to his Diſciples, excluding the day of his ReſurreRi- 


Chronology, on [which is more probably the ſenſe of the Goſpel!) then was 


that the expreſ- 
frons of time in 


Sacred Scrip= 


— tures ought ever 
0 wx inthe 
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orgs other - 


Texts the neceſ- 


ſety of a linaita- 
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proved, 
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their meeting on the third day of the ſecond weeke ; and it can 
no way be aſſigned to the firſt day of the weeke , unlefle wee 
fxy as our'new Sabbatarians , that after exght deyes muſtbe inter- 
preted, before eight dayes, to wit, onthe ſeventh, Which it moſt ri- 
diculous, 

Come we to the eL7s, and we read not there, that the Apo- 
{tles did praRice or appoint the Obſervation of the firſt day of 
the weeke above the relt : 7t ſeems good [| fay they nnanimoully in 
that famous Synod at Zeru/alem ]to the Holy Ghoſt and to ns,to lay 
No Fur THER BURTHEN #por Jou THEN THESE N E- 
CESSARY THINGS , that yee abſtaine from things offered to 
14ells, ard from blood, ani from things ſtrangled, and from Forni« 


# AQs15.23, 509. r, As for that meeting of Paul and the Diſciples at 


þ , i 29+ p . 
WW /* Acts 20.6,7, Troas ;( 5) whether wee reſpeRX the time or the end of their 


meeting, 
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meeting , it makes nothing at all to the celcbration ; 
day. The time is expreſt to bc wpon the firft day r] = = ys = 
When the Diſciples came together ta breake bread, which all TH, u Aas 20. 7. 
vines grant to be at evening (z) on Sunday night : and. ſaith A 11. 
Text, they continued together 71/1 breake of day. (u)Now wh * 4 Shephards 
this to the Lords day? Did the firſt Chriſtians or muſt we kee = DICE the 
our weekly Feaſts from the Evening on Sunday-night till _—_— Thi 76. = 
of day on Munday ? certainly, none will ſay ic : Beſides. ities 20 
a ſacred principle with ſome of the New Sabbatarians () that » Lerit.23.z1 
the time of celebrating the Lords day, does continue no longe _ Z. 42s 
; then zill the Evening , according to the old Leveticall rule ya : oa F ok ; 
| even unto even ſeall yee celebrate your Sabbath : (x)How then _ 7 Epheſ.4. 2b, 
| it be ſaid without a contradiRion to themſelves, that this meet- hel.3. 19, 
ing of the Diſciples at or 5n the Evexing , when the time of cele- "a 
bration was paſt, was to celebrate the Lords day /? And for the Arn ane 
end of their meeting, Prayer, Preaching,receiving the Lords Sup: 26: ” » Cor. 
per, heavenly conference ; theſe were to the Diſciples (not —_ cleared in our 
E ſy, but ) daily-ordinary exerciſes ; (w) and if from thence ſhould rAnſw, to the 
F follow a neceſſity of keeping the day holy, then muſt "A 17th Quere. 
be keptholy, which is repugnant to God's Commendia 4 - Vi urge 
(x)the DoQrine of the Apoltles,(y)and common reaſon 201 h airs b on 
In ail thoſe Sacred Epiſtles of Pawl,(z )Fames, Peter John dal © Bex.anno: in 
we have not one ſyllable of rhe Lords day. That of the Fes oth * locum. 
Heb.4.9.is not ſpoken of a weekly temporary reſt,but of 19. _— 
(=) areft which he exhorteth us to frive to emer inte by faith d ING 
(a) 27eſt inthe heavens into which Chrilt Jeſus onr high Prieſt £ cat.Car.q. = 


paſſed before us, (b) This re#t (ſay Interpreters)is a Spiritual reſt _ Baxter 
? inhis Saints 6- 


(c)begun in this life by ceaſing from fin and doing righteouſneſſe; ,,,1,a; Reff 
bl Yr Ig &:-: 


but perfeRMly & everlaſtingly continued in life e ; 
, ternall:(4)Whi 
is ſo clearly the ſenſe of the Apolile, that it is _—— 'f - RB Gel 
of our New Sabbatarians ( e). a Aa Sr eng 
, Tis true, S oh», who wrote his Booke called The Revelation the Sabbath, 
about the year of Chrilt 96, f which was long after the decesſe as 
of the relt of the Apoſtles, faith, that he was in the Siri fe —renncgans 
ſome cranſlations have it) he was raviſhed in the ſpirit —_— o b =o 
o ' y { ; 
4 3 Which ſhews indeed there was ſome day then called the g Revel: i. T6, 
7 rds day,and of note in the Chriſtian Church. Bur, whether that fui Firitu cor- 
ay were an Holy-day or not ; or,if an Holy-day, whether week- reptus.So Bura, 
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ly or Anniverſary ; or, if weekly, whether on the fir? day of the 
Weeke, the day of our Lords ReſurreRion,or oz the /ixth day of the 
weeks, the day our Lords Paſsjon ; ( which was 'the weekly 
Holy-day-in moſt Grecian Churches untill the reigne, of Conſtas- 
* About the year tine * )S. Tohn is wholly (lent, And for the celebration thereof, he 
324. Vid. neither commands it ror commends it to us ; but as he found it, 
+ 993 ra ſo he leaves it, a thing indifferent, 
I.3-NOTE,thar Wherefore we conclude, that the Ovfcrvation of the Lords 
Patmos, where day hith no precept,no praftice,throughout the Scriptures ; and 
S. Tcbn wrote conſequent)y is no day appointed by GoDp, Chriſt, or his Apoſtles 
his Revelation, rg he kept holy, | 
7 *gmwi Here ſome may aske ; When then began the Lords day to be 
#7 obſerved ? Who appointed it ? and upon what grounds was it ap- 
h 24 tempore Pointed ? Wee anſwer to the firſt ; though the exaf time be nor 
Chniſtiani diem recorded, When Chriſtians began to keepe holy the Lords day ; h yet 
Dominicum fc= from that of John i (underitood according to the Tradition ge- 
nerally received )' we may gather , the obſerving thereof is very 
proditum Mag- ancient,and was ſometime before oh wrote that Book : k, And 
deburg.Cerit.z, it hath been -undeniably obſerved by G o Þ s Church in all ſuc= 
1.2.cap.6. - Cteding ages'tothis: day.- To the ſecond wee anſwer ; The Ob- 
: | wy oh op, ſervation: of the Lords day is appointed by the Chriſtian. (hurch. 
« Ti —_ %: T he Charch (faith Urfin ) out of her own Will and pleaſure choſe the 
1 Ex arbitrio firſt day of the week for certaine reaſons 1. The (Church (faith Bul- 
legit. Urlin, Imger ) of her felfe freely choſe and received the aay of Chriſts Re- 
Expl.Cat.q.  {aryeftion, mſtead of the Sabbath : We read not that it is any Where 
F «Om . commanded.n'We affirme (faith Peter ds oulin) all the Dotrines 
As Nd - of the Chriſtin” Faith are contained in the : Siripture : The obſerva 
pocaiyphc.l, © ans” i 
concione.4, tion'of the Lords day ts not a Doftrine , but a LaW of Charch- 
n Pct. de Moulin Government, n The Church ( ſaith Napier ) tranſported the exer- 
in his Treat. of p;f, of F aturday to the Sunday. © The Church(faith Fillet) chang- 
«; wy ay; ed the Holy day of reſt from the ſeventh day:to the firſt, Which i the 
notes en Revel, Lords day p. But, we ſhall not infilt upon the teltimonies of par- 
chap.7. ticular men, fince we have herein the concurrent Judgement of 
p Willets fix- 4]| Protcitant Churches, as may be ſeen at large in The Harmozy 
fold com. tg. of Confeſſions : o Take thereout one inſtance ; It 3s apparent (ſaith 
— ' Auſpurg ) that the Church appointed the Lords day to the end, that 
o Se, 16, & people ſhould kxow When to meet together ; and Whoſoever do thinke 
17. that by the Chnrches Autharity , the Obſervation of the Lords day 
Po | Was 
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was ordained inftead of the Sabbath, as neceſſary, ds very much erre, 
p To the third Demand we anſwer ; That the Church upon juſt pou the Aſpurg 
Grounds hath appointed the Lords dayto be kept holy ; Which em the 
Grounds are theſc. Firſt, The Morality of the fourth Com- ins "pan of 
manCement requireth ſet dayes and tim?s to GoDs publick Confeſs. 
Service; and therefore the Chriſtian Church for the performance 
of this Commandment, and according to the liberty Wherewith 
Chriſt hath made her free, q did amongſt other Cayes, ſet apart 
the Lords day to Gops Szrvice : » And inreſpeR of this Ge- » Func, Com, 
nerall Warrant it is, that Divines do frequently fay,the Ob/erva- in Chron. lib, 
vation of the Lords day hath Authority from GO D $ (ommute- 3:A\nno 324, 
ment, Secondly, The Equity of the ſeventh day<s O-ſervation 
| under the-Law , obliged the Churchto ſet apart the ſeventh day 
under the Goſpell : For it werediſproportionable and an utter 
ſhame, that Chriſtians in their duties and Thankſ givings to 
Gop ſhould come ſhort of thoſe that were under the Law,when 
their benefits are much greacer r. Thirdly, the Church,not pla+- rBernard in his 
cing any holineſle in dayes,nor from an opinion of the necefsity Treatile of he 
of keeping one day rather then another, did out of her owne gs Sab- 
judgement, freely and voluntarily chuſe the firſt day of the weeke of TO 
for our ſcveath dayes Solemnity : and this free choice of the | 
Church is in part acknowledged by ſome New Sabbatarians ; 7 
profeſſe ( ſaith one of them ) .that 1 do not conceive there is any mo- 
rall neceſſity , that that day sf the Weeke on which Chriſt Roſe from 
the Grave, ſhould be kept holy in the Chriftian Church, rather then 
the day wherein he was Borne, or the day wherein he Suffered on the 
Groſſe, or the diy wherein he Aſcended into Heaven s, Howdeit, s Ley, Sunday 
though no injunction or necelsity be laid on the Church, yet ſhee Sabvath, pag. 
wanted not certain? perſwaſive reaſons and inducements, for *** 
r:fufing the laſt gay of the Weeke, and making choice of the firft. 
Two reaſons ſhe had for refuſing the 14ſt day of the weeks. ; Oae 
was, that by not-obſerving the Sabbath«day Chriſtians might un- 
deritand, they are now freed from the Yoke of the ceremoniall 
Law : : The Other was, that hereby a difference and diſtinRtion r, uy. Polan, 
might be put berwixt us and J-ws. # Lixewiſe, the Chnrch had Synt. Theol, 
two reaſons for making choice of the firſt day of the weeke ; 19:35: 
One, In memory of the Worlds Creation, which Worke Gop 
began-on the day : The Other, In memory of (þriſts Reſur- w Gen... 5, 

CE reQion, | 


q Gal.s5.r. 


| (60) | 
x Luke 24.5.6, re&ion, who on the firſt day of the weeh roſe frem 12:5 : (x) And 
Corventus hos {xp regard that Chrift by his riſng apaine, dia mightily declare him- 
a ys _ ſelfe to be the Lord; (y) Therefore the Church called the day 
v7 mun- of Chriſts Reſurreflion the Lords day. (z) But here three things 
dum ereavit, & are to be noted ; Firſt, That the ſaying, that Chrif? by hu riſing 
eadem dic Chri- ,oaine did mightily declara bimſelfe to be the Lord, and the calling 
fins reſur hs i of Chriſts Reſurreftion-day the Lords day,are ſpoken by way of af- 
o ay 4 c” firmationznot by way of appropriation, as if Chriſt did at no other 
pro Chriſtia- time ſave at his Riſing dec/are himſelfe to be the Lord, and no 
Nis. day fave that of his ReſurreAtion were the Loras day ; for this is 
) Rom-t- 4. _ falſe, Chriſt (we know) by his Birth of a pure Virgin, (a) did 
6 wk _ mightily declare himfelfe to be the Lord, and therefore the day of 
Eccleſia vocavit Chrilts Nativity is alſo the Lords day; yea, our Lord himſelfe 
Dominicum., expreſly calleth it H# day, John 8, 56. (5) Againe, Chriſt by his 
Junius de Ec- fyſtaining the wrath of GOD for the ſinnes of the v;hole world, 
GdLI< 4. (c) did mightily declare hinsſelfe to be Lord and therefore the day 
a Mat.1.18,23. \ ; hag mp" 4 ; G 

b Read Biſhop of Chriſts Paſſion is alſo the Lords day ; Yea, many of the Pct. 
Andrews Serm. mitive Churches for the ſpace of 290. yeares after Chriſt, ob- 


on rh's Text, ſerved this day as their weekly Solemnity, untill Conſtantine by 


v4 __ Imperial] Decree limited the Chriſtians (for unity ſake) to the 
Aﬀembly *: obſervation of the firſt day of the week onely, (d) Againe, Chriſt 


Divines. by his aſcending into heaven, in the preſence and fight of his 
c John 1,29, Apoltles, (e) did mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and 
& 12.47-% therefore the day of Chriſts Aſcenſion is alſo the Lords day : So 
A 4 fp , that had the phraſe and ſpcech of the Chriſtian Church ſo deter- 
3:4. Vide mined, the day of Chriſts Nativity, Paſſion, Aſcenſion, or the 
Func. Com. in like, might have been called the Lords day as well as Chriſts Re-. 
Chron.l.6. Farreflion- day is thus called. Our next Obſervation is, that Chriſt 
c Mark. 16.19+ by his reſurreRion cauſed or occaſioned the firſt day of the week 
ry win; Fa to be kept holy, and hence it is, that ſome ancient Writers have 
Homil.de ſe- faid, that (rift changed the Sabbath into the Lords day, (f) Chrift 
mente, ſet the Lords day apart ; ( g ) Not that Chriſt was the Author of 
g 4 Domivo the ſaid change and inſtitutour of the Lords day,but that Chriſt 6y 
Fe teverb, bi Reſwrreftion was the cauſe or occaſion wherefore it was chang- 
AoE-ferma 5, ed and ſet apart : (h) As we uſually fay of the fitrh of November, 
h Aug. Epiſt. The Papiſts mage this an Holy-day ; not that Papiſts ordain'd it 

119, ad Jan» ro be kept holy, but that the Papiſts by their Powder-plot were 

the cauſe or occaſion,wherefore theChurch and State of England 


ſo 


&- 


(61) 
ſo ordained it, The third thing to be noted is, that Chrifts Ri- 
ſong againe is a part of that work, not the whole worke, which he 
performed for mans Redemption ; and is init ſelfe no greater 
nor more beneficiall unto us then hi Incarnation, Birth, Paſſion, 
and the like : For, had Chriſt onely Riſen againe, and not ſuf- 
fer'd for our fins, what would his or our R:ſfurreRion have a- 
availed > Nay, had Chriſt both ſuffer'd and riſen againe, and not 
been incaraute by the Holy Ghoſt of a Virgin and made man, 
what had his Suffering and Riſing againe been to us ? Nay, gran 
all theſe, yer if Chriſt had not Afcended, we could never have 
attained the end of our hope which is heaven; for where the 


head #5, there alſo muſt be the members ; and if Chrilt onc head. 


were not in heaven, neither ſhould nor could we expe it. 

The reſulechen and ſumme of all is, that ſeeing the Feaſt of 
Chriſts Nativity hath like warrant and allowance from Scri- 
pture as the Lords day, hath the ſame authority for its Inſtituti- 
on, is cel-brated in memory of as great and wonderſull a' work 
of Chriſt, and as beneficia!! unto us, as his ReſurreRion ; There= 


fore the Lords day is no more nor otherwiſe 7 HE day appointed 


for us to rejoyce 01, then the day of Chriſts Nativity, 
DV ERE Xx 


Whether Chrifim5 day ought in any reſpe& to be eſteemed above another 
of the week-dayes ? And whether people may not without offence to 
GOD follow their [awfull vocations on tha: day ?: 

ANSWER. 

From wha wet have already proved, the ſolucion of this 
Duere is eafie and obvious ; For, in refþeft that Chriſtmas day, 
being the day of our Lords Nativity, is the Lords day; and by 
Lu $ponſe,(3) the Church ſer apart to Gods publick worſhip and 


our ſouls edification, 5: oxght clearly to be eſteemed above any i 


of the common week dayes : And for people 8» this day wilfully and 
contemptuouſly ro fo#oW their ordinary (though at other times 
lawfull) vocations Or callings, is, in the firlt place, a breach of the 


Cant, 4.9. 


k See the de= * 
finition of 4 
ſabbath in our 


fourrh Commandment ; for the day of Chrilts Nativity is a/ab- Anſy. co the 


bath or reſt #nzo the Lord, (k) and GOD will have us to keep ho- laſt forcgoing 
<Quarc. 

| Perkins Caſes 
of Conſcil. l.r. 


ly the ſabbath or reſt-aay. Next, it is a diſpiſing and a diſhonou- 
ring of their Mother the Church, which whoſoever are guilty of, 


not oaely fin againſt the fifch Commandment ; (2) bur by our c.;.$e&.5. 


- SAViour 
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Saviour himſelfe we are enjoyned to account all ſuch as revolters 

" Mat.18, 17. from the Chriſtian Faith, Heathen men and Publicans, (m) Laſt. 

| ly,itisa ground and inlet to the violation of all orders and decen- 

 ciein GODS ſervice, which is expreſly condemned in Holy 

Scripture. (») And if to break Gods Commandments, to 

contemne his Churches authority, to yecome Heathens and 

Pablicans, and to overthrew all order and decencie in GODS 

ſervices, be offences to GOD ; Then mult we conclude, that to 

work or follow our vocations on Chriſtmas: day, 18 2 great and high 
offence unto GOD. 


1 Cor, I 4.40. 


Whether you think the Parliament and Aſſembly have erred and played the 
fooles in condemning and rafing out Holy-dayes not warranted inthe 
Word ? And whether to obſerve them be not highly to diflike, and flatly 
ro contradi& (in point of praQiceat leaſt) their proceeaings in order to 


a Reformation, 
ANSWER. 


Thoughts are free, and every mans mind is to himſelfe ; yet 
for ſatisfaRion hereunto, noting by the way the incivility of 
the terme Fooles, we anſwer, that the Parliament is not truly al- 
leaged in this point ; For, Firſt, our Zerit grounds his allega- | 
tion upon an Order of the Houſe, () whereas the Day of 
bal: Eliz.c/2, Chriſts Nativity and the; like are appointed Hoty-dayes by 
p Nibil ef ra A of Parliament; (s) 1and an Ocder cannot raſe out an 
rioni mags con- AR; for itis a Maxime (as well as in our Engliſh Lawes, 
ſenaneum quim az in the Civill) that What ever it be, the ſame way it 15 made, 


n Aug.1645. 
05.86. Eds. 


ins- _ . the ſ1me way it # diſſolved. (p) Secondly, by our Quzriſts owne 
17 Yoni \ confiffion the Ocder alleadged condemi:s Holy. dayes not War- 


corflatum «ft, ranted inthe Word ; Which does nothing at all concerne the 
Judge Dode- day of Chriſts Nativity ; the Ovſcrvation of this day being 
ridge bis Eng- warranted by the holy Scripture, (q) inſticruted by the Apoſto- 
uy Lawyer, lick Churches,and praiſed thronzhyuut the Reformed : (r) And 
7 hy oY ; therefore to obſerve this day and the like js not ro contradift but 
RA! wo _ r the Parliaments proceedings in order to Reformation;they 
<Qercz. & 4. Iaving ofcen teſtified, and (till do teftifie ro the world, that their 
: ; o our 5ilt - oxide ta the work of Reformation ſhall be the Word of GOD and the 
The Þatl. beſt Reformed (harches, (4) Chirdly, The procarers of the ſaid . 
Decl.Sept.:7, O-der have becn firce detected, ſecluded the Houſe, and by full 
1649.pag.10, Coniſcnt of Parſiament declared to be no other then a party aud 

| faction 
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faction, acted by the power of darkweſſe, eApoſtates from their firſt 
rinciples bearing only the name of Patriots and Lovers of Religion, 
gd ſuch Reformers of Pgpery nnd prophaneneſſe as ſtood themſelues 
in need of Reformution: (t))Now, of what price or efteeme theſe 
mens Votes and condemnings ought to be, let either conſcience 
or reaſon determine, As for the Aſſembly of Divines, it is well 
knowne, how they were choſen, and that their number does not 
much exceed 80, Perſons; u Unto which we (hall ſay no more 
but what one of their Abettors and Favourites has Jong ago 
been forced to: acknowledge ;. There s (ſaith he ) »o reſolution 
from any Apoſtalicall primitive patterne of the Churches erected by 
Apoſtles, of an Aſembly SQ CHOSEN BY MAGISTRATES, 
(w) to draW np a Government and Direction in worſhip for ſo ma- 
»y Churches, (x) many of which Churches have not ſo much as one of 

their memhers there: (y) _ = fe acto 
+ + of 1 as RB Kb: »-:5 1 55,5 0nvcd; 
Whether (fince moſt men and women in England do blindly and ſupeRitiouſ- 
ly believe, Chrift was borne on:that day) preaching on it doth not nowiſh 

and ſtrengthen them in char beliefe ? | 

; | 'ANSWE KR, | 

'Tis true-; moſt mer and women. in: England, | 
Chriſtian Churches throughout the' world Ho beffeve' that (riff 


t See the afors 
ſaid Decl. pag. 
5.7.10, 

u Edwards his 
Antipologia, 

pa 5 256, 

w For the Parl, 
did nominate 
the Divines of 
the Aſſembly. 
x There ace a- 

bove 100009. 
Pariſh- 
Churches in 
chiszCommon- 
wealth, - 

y Edwards bt 


Antipologs 
page$p, 


und indeed all - || 


Was borne on the 25. day of December ; but this they doe neither [+ 0 


blindly nor ſuperſtitionſly- Not blindly ; For they have plenty 9 

anci:ne prey and uo cleare Teſtimonies both of the GY 
and Latin Fathers, and other, Eccleſiaſticall Wricers, which bear 
witneſſ; thereunto ::(z) Nor /wperſtitionſly. ; For they hold it 
no point of Religion. or Article of faith ; and therefore our 
Pueriſt necd not fear that preaching 0% this day will nowriſh any 
matter of dangerous conſequence. Bute, Good GOD ! how 
quick. ſighted are our Opponents in other mens wayes, and how 
| Pur-blind in their owne 2, What talk they have of /aperſitjon ? 
Was there ever read or heard of a more Jeperſtition generation 
then themſelves 3 Doe not moſt of thejn teach, that it is ynlaw- 
fall co adminiſter che Sacraments on any other day, then the 


ve 64) as 
Seeolr Gr 
423-225 NY 


Lords day, and in any other place then the Church > Do not_ 
molt of them teach, that it is unlawful to receive the Communi- 


on, without being confeſſed and approved by the Prieft and his 


Conſiſtory ?- (4a) Dye not moſt of chem teach, that it js unlaws 
full co ring the Bels io peale upon the Lords day ; To cat Mince- 
pies, Plumb-porrage,or Brawn in December;To trim the Church 

Il | or 


a. flies che 
Miaiſter and 


v 
j 


45B 


b, The A! ma- 
nack i is entitu- 
led, A Scrippure 
Almanacs © ; 


© Apud majores -: 
nofiros Saturiid- . 


tia dic uno finic- 
bantur, qui erat 
ad quartum deci- 
mum Calendas 
Fanuarias : ſed 
poftquam (.Ce» 
ſar buic 
duos addiditdies 
ſexto decimo 
ji cclebrar't. 
Mn Ooty, 
o.Vid,eti 
G ala Cal E 
rium ad finem. 
lib. Ovid. Faſt. 
d Ante ramen, 
quem [umm di- 
es feftacula fe 
ftat 3 Eu fer 
Orion @quore 
merſus Crit. 
Proxima viari- 
em cum Roman 
cinſpexerit Eous 
bees 
rt ponipa's 
_— 
ri ladi.Ovid. * 
Faſtoram.l. 4. 
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or private houſe with Holly and Ivy about Chriſtmas,or to trew 
it with Ruſhes abour Midſummer ; To ſtick a roſting prece of 
Beef. with Roſemary; orto' Rick" a ſprig of Roſemary. in a 
Collar of Brawn when-it is brought. to :the' table ; To play ar 


Cards or Bowles; To hawk or hunt ; To give money to a ſer- 
vants or 2pprehriſes Box, or to ſend 2 couple of Capons or 


any other preſent to-a friend in the Twelve-dayes; To uſe a ring . 


in theiSolemnizatioti of -murriage ;\'To-cover a Herſe. with a 
white-ſheet ; anda thouſand ſuch like foppiſh. ſuperſtitious 
conceits, which co reckon up would: be long and needleſſe. 
2U e RE XIITT. 
Whether this Feaft ad nor ics riſe and groweth from Chriſtians-conformity 
to the mad Feaſts Saturnzalia, (kept in December. to. Saturne. the Father of 
E Gods) in which chere.was a Sheafe offered to Ceres Goddeſle of Corne ; a 
hymne in her praiſe Called 2aG+ or 1vaGf ? Ard whether thoſe Chriſti- 
ans by name, to cloak ir, did not afterwards call ic Tule, and Cbriftmas, as 
though it were ſor Chriſts/hondur 3 And-whether it be nor yet by ſome 
(more ancienrthen truly or knowingly religiovs) :called Tule, and the 
mad playes or ſports. (wherewith *ris celebrated, like thoſe Saturndlza) 
Tule-games? And whether from the offering of that Sheafe to Ceres ; 
from that ſong in her prailT; from thoſe gifts the Hea:hens gave their 
ji friends in the:Caſendy Faruary, onnis gratia; did not.acile oy ipring our 


ha Maree Gra Fare WEKT 17 A EM] BCE TIS, 


"This Dee alan, a pack 'of groſſe 'errours and vaine 


imaginations, taken out of 'a_ new phrantaſticall 4/mangck; (5) 
The, fruch whereof opr wariſt Gould have done well to have 
Get, poeforep i 6 Gone. As for 'Our Feaſt", -of rhe 

ano; ic had; GPAIe. peo o the *pure;, ancient, 
7 atid Apolt Rtolick 5,1 a an WE rowth Chriſtians con- 
fortity to che laid prattice ; ! which Jp 4 fo ily and at lhaige 
proved s our fifth Scion. Ttiofe Fel t6 Satarne, Which be- 
gan onthe 17th of Dicembir,and laſted hree CAFES, (c) concern 
not us; mel pur: Opporents w will ay, Nos riftians "my 
' fot et a thy "apart tro GODS Segvice In hh nerf that Hea- 
andif fo, we. uft” bly is to- alt publick 


thens had Fealts ; 


Setvices GOD, The ſtory of 51S; Sheaf # Ctres and of 


a.hj mine 1" her praiſe at the Feaſt of Satarne, is down-right falſe ; 
for that offerivg and hymne to Ceres Was at her own Feaſt,” which 
Was-i in. epril,; 2 And ' by' conf (c Dl: Fi thofe' derivations of 
Tule from ng ind Kariles fb KB are  ridigtlons; '3nd'ſ4- 
Woo be a5.m wif, as that of 7arlefoyto the Sthook-boyes' of 


fir, when he cold them, chat Napkin came from Nee 
ptune- 


BEI 22s 


AE CoH 


_ they know not how to ſpel:them.,; for.in: true ſpelling it is not Clytrei Diſpofi 


(65) | 
:nye, and Trencher from his T7idenr. (e) But no maryaile, theſe e The Treaſure 


men ſhould be ſo ignorant from whence the words 'come, when of Wir,pag.z 5. 
' ns” £ id. David, 


7ule, but Vle ; not Kariles, but Carolies: And that our Oppo. 75; OE 
nents may have the jult Originall of theſe words, they tht ng ab 
derſtand, thar'the French call { hri$#945 Novel, from the Latine 
word Nov which Fignifies New, becauſe the New. year b:gins 
at Chriſtmas, f From Novel! the people of Normandy, who 
ſpeake a corrupt kind of French, have their word Nael; And 
from Nel together with the. Norman conquelt, the Engliſh had 
Nyle or Vle ; both which words are indeed uſed at this day in , . Ro 
ſome of the Northerne parts of this Land. * The other word Mock rg 
Carell, comes from cantare which ſignifies to fiug, and Rolaan In- fam, ge. © 
rerjeRion expreſſing joy z for hererofore in the, burden o f de- 
lightfull ſongs, and when men'were jocund, they were wont to 
fing Rola, Rola ; as, ſomtimes we do Heyda, Heyaa; or Derry, 
Derry. Now, where lies the impiety of thoſe words > Where 
lies their Heatheniſme ? But we finde this is no new trick ; we 
have examples enough (and too many ſome will ſay, when they 
mult give an account) of ſlandering GO DS people and Servi- 
ces in this kinde : Plutarch tels us, that the ancient FeWwes (with 
whom no doubt was G ODS true Religion) did ſacrificets Ce- 
res and Bacchus ; and that from« Sabaſios, one of the names of 
Bacchm, they called their Feaſts Sabbaths. (g ) Toſephms tels of a g Plutarch in 
fizment no leſſe monſtrous ; That when.the Tewes came ont of E« lympoliacis, 
gipt, at the end of every ſix dayes journey, they were troubled With 
ulcers and ſores in their groines, and for that canſe reſted the ſeventh 
day ; and being ſetled and ſound in the land of Fudea,they called that 
day, the Sabbath, from the Egiptian word Sabbatoſss, which fig- > Tonk ens” 
nified 4 diſeaſe in the groine : (bh) And certainely, one egge is not roy ag $3 
more like another, then theſe are to the conceits of our Oppo-+ hn 
nents,” As to their foure ſuperſtitions icruples propounded in the 
cloſe of this 2uere;We anſwer to the firſt, concerning Vle-games 
or Chriſtnas-Shorts, that the body 5 GODS ; as well as the ſpirit ; 
; and therefore why ſhould not Gop be glorified by ſhewing ; Re 
forth the irengeh,quickneſſe, and agility of owr/hody,as well as by * 9 Y 
declaring the endowmetits of wr fpiit ? Provided alwayes,: the 
ſaid exerciſes be according to'Chriltian "modeſty and inque ſea- | 
ſons, To.the Second,concerning Blzzes;,we anſwer; That on b 
Tir TIT ÞT a>! 35-22. : £5566 © 


0 


—_ 


(66) 
fice, little fire, no fice, are equally materiall to the Celebration 
of Chriſtmas ; and yet , why may not Blazes be then allow'd in 
our chymneys, as well as Boneftres in our ſtreets on the fifth of 

ovember ? To the third, cancerning Chriſtmas Carolles , wee 
anſwer, That it was an ancient cuſtome amongſt the Chriſtians in 
their Feaſts, to bring every one into the midſt and incite him to fing 

k Ut "quiſque #9 GOD 4s well as he conld. either out of the boly Scriptrres, or of 

de Scripturis ## own Wit and invention : k And why was this courſe of ſinging 

ſanRis, vel de more lawful! in thoſe dayes then now ? To the Fourth, concern- 
proprio inge- ing NeW-years gifts, we anſwer, That we have Scripture-example 
ann. owe i for ſending gifts or portions one to another on dayes of Feaſtings : 

Apt PEO { And this uſe then was (lay the A ſembly of learned Divines ) for 

canere. Tertul, #he maintenance of mntuall friendſhip. m How come ſuch gifts to 

lib. adverſus be fince unlayyfull ? : 

gentes,CAap. 39. K-24 UV ERE XI V, 

dew 4 prin Whether conformity to,and retention of Heatheniſh Cuſtomes be commend- 

mon 10 Efter able in Ghriſtians,ſurable or agreeable wich Goſpel-principles, though un- 

as der pretext of Chriſts Honour and Worthip? 

_ 'F - : A N $ W E R, 

It is a, moſt wicked. ſlander , that wee ſolemnize the day of 
Chriſts Nativity wuder a pretext onely and ſhew of Chriſts honony 
and worſhip ; For. with all fincerity.and fiogleneſſe of heart wee 
dedicate both the day and our ſelves on that day to the publick 
worſhipping of God, the hozowring of Chriſt, and to a thankfull 
contemplation of thoſe infinite and uneſtimable benefits , which 
accrue Unto us by (briſt; marvellons Birth of a Virgin : Nor is 
this from any Heatheniſo-cuſtomes , but from the evident exam - 
ples of God s Church throughout all ages, ever ſince Chriſtiani- 

» See our fifth ty hath been profeſſed, » And here we ſhall give our Opponents 

Seffion, aLeſſon which would be well learned and remembred,chat it does * 

mot flraightway follow becauſe Heathens ao it the thing done is Heas- 
theniſh,and not ſutable with Gofpell-principles: For,the Principles of 

the Goſpel! doe confirm , not deſtroy the Principles of nature ; 

and therefore Heathens by the lighe of riaturall reaſon have done 

| and doe many excellent things and commendable in Chriftians, 

# Rom, 2. 14, 6- We find upon Record,the T emperance,Chaſtity, Prudence, and 

ah other Virtues of Heathens ; and yet no man can ſay , that Tem- 
perauce;Chaſtity,Prudence are Heatheniſh,@nd not ſutable to Goſpel- 
principles. We read that Heathens do farry,Bwry, Build Churches, 
and yet no man can fay,that Marriage, Bwriall of owr dead, Build- 

' mg 
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ing of (hwrches, are Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goſpell principles, 
Yea, manifeſt it is, and ſome of the New Sabbatarians corieſſe, 
p that the Heathens obſerved the ſeventh day for a Holy. day and Þ Rich.Byfields 
Feſtival; q and yet they will not ſay,that the obſervation of the OO of the 
ſevemh day is Heatbenifh and not ſutable to Goſpell principles, 1Joſeph pecrns 
DUSLERE RXV. Ap.l. 1. & Phil. 
Whether you are not bound to prove your praQice for the conviRion and Judzus |, 2, de 
= ſatisfaQion of your Brethren, whoſe duty it is to waſke with you in things yita Moſis, 
agreeable to the mind of Chriſt ? Andin caſe you cannot ; Whether you * 
ought not ro acknowledge your ermur, lay down your praQice(as others 
have done theirs) no longer befooling and miſleading the People ? 
ANSWER. 
Indeed, putting the caſe as our 2xeri/? doth , that we can- 
vet prove the lawfulneſſe of our practice ; 'tis granted, we ought 
to acknovvledge our errour,and lay down our praflice ; But in (aſewe 
can prove, as iC is manifeſt we have proved, that our pratice hath _ 
the approbation of Gop s Word, r- the example of Chriſtians r See our 4th 
in the Pcimitive and pureſt times,the witneſle of the ancient Fa- Scion. 


. thers,the conſeat of z1l Reformed Churches 5 ; (with which if s See Sefijon 5, 


any thing there be chat ever can or will convince and ſatisfie, men 
ought to reſt ſatisfied,) then, out of our 2xerifts own mouth do 
we infer , that it ir the daty of him and all other our Opponents 
towalk With 14 in theſe things lo clearly agreeable to the mind of 
(rift, And if yet, the good which we have ſet before them will . 
not prevaile; let our Opponents take into their ſaddeſt and moſt 
ſerious thoughts the-manifold evi! whichby their non conformi- 
= our praftice ariſeth both to themſelves and the Churches of 

oD. Firſt, it abets and gives countenance to Blaſphemers ; and 
thoſe ſo horcid and execrable, that the bare reherſall of their fre- 
quent reproaches againſt our Chriſtian Solemnities would be unto 
modeſt cares offenſive : You have a taſte hereof in our laſt Sef:- 
7, Secondly, It is a dangerous fore-runner of mens Apoltacy - 
from Chriſt ; For,the ſaid non-conformity is a great and manifeſt ,, . . | 
ſchiſme inthe Charholick Church , and ſchiſme ( as we know by ,yqque pm” 
heavy experience ) produceth Hereſie, r and Hereſije (without Schilmarici, & 
Go Þ $ extraordimry preventing Grace ) endeth in Apoſtacy. viciflim Schiſ- 
Thirdly ,, It. condemnes and caſteth dirt on the face of the pure, ap lu-imi 
ancient, Apoſtolick Churches. Foucthly,ir it direRly againſt the þ,,,, RO 
Solemne Le and (covenant, which obligeth every one in hi9 Theo], lib, 7. 
place ardicaliing to aR according to the Word of GO D and the ex+ <2, 


2 3 ample, 
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| (68) | 
# Articlet. ample of the beF# Reformed Churches. s Fifthly, It is an argument 
of ſuperſtition; For,to account days holy or unholy in themſelves, 
is equally ſuperſtitious. S'xchly,. It reaches diſobedience unto, at 
Jeaſt a negleR ofthe Magiſtrates power in matters Ecclefiaſticall, 
= Seventhly, It is a conterpt of Vniverſall Traaition ; which hath 
Nr ps wit ever been held a ſ#re marke of truth, t and one of the belt teſti- 
Hzieſ.cap.z. Monies that the Scriptures be the Word of GOD. u Yea, we deſire 
u Bucan. loc. our Opponents to conſider, that upon no other gronnd then this 
com.4.9-13- of Vmniverſall Tradition,do Chriſtians believe that Matthew, Luke 
x" Eccl. and'?ohn, wrote thoſe Goſpells, in which is declared the Birth of 
is ol 4 4 Chriſt * r And, if the Univerſall Tradition of Gods (, hurch be 
Luke 2.79, A neceſſary and certain foundation, whereon to build our beliefe 
John 1.14. of the ſaid GoSels from which wee bave the relation of Chriſts 
" Birth; Te muſtlikewiſe be yielded, that Vniverſall Tradition is as 
certaine a foundation, whereon to build our beliefe , that Chriſt 
was born on the 25th day of December , and that that day i to be 
early celebrated by all Chriſtians in memory thereof ; For both 
5 See our fth theſe are no lefſe aſſured unto us by Vniverſall Tradition, s then 
and 6th Se, the former. -Laſtly , It is zn inlet to all confuſion'and diſorder in 
the Churches of (ri ; For if nothing multbe admitced, bat 
what hath Speciall Scripture warrant, either in expreſſe termes or 
w Sce Quare by ſound conſequence ; w Then it followes undeniably, that the 
3.0 $- Lords day and all ſet dayes of GODS Weorſhip, ſet Faſt-dayes,ſet Le- 
Anres,daily prayers with our Familes, ſinging one Pſalm all together, 
x Biican, loc, XK eretting ( hurches, Parochiall Crugregations, publique catechizing 
com.43en.10. of youth,aiking Banes,and the Miniſters ſolemniz#ng.,of Matrimony, 
| Exhortations at burials, muſt not be admitted ; for none of theſe 
nor many things more, now in praQice among us, have any ſpe- 

ciall Scripture-warrant at all, 
In vaiae therefore it is and moſt abſurd, for You, er Opponents 
to charge us with befooling and miſleading the people : Your owne 
\ Thc prafl. of prattice, Your own dofr:nes, ſhall bear witnefſe betwixt us. You, 
Picty, Printed Who perſwade, That Adans kept the Sabbath in the State of It 
by R. T.p.283, nocency, (y ) that he ſung Davids Ninety ſecond Plalme on that 
z Dies Domi- day, (x) that GOD Himſelf preached, and ſome of you ander- 
nca.lib.1.c.8. take ro know what were the Doftrines of His Sermon. (4) Do 


104 Benz. you not eel and nila the people? 


of the firſt You, wao ſay one while, That Go » did notappoint T n E 
week, ſeventh day,the day on Which he reſted to be kept holy,but 4 ſeventh 
. | = aa) ; 
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day ;, 3 

ay ; and ſo one day of ſeven be obſerved, no matter which of Þ R. Byjeld in 
bis Doctrine of 


—_ wk hoty #f, fo by this Commandement Gop en- 
biz work of Creation ( wp aay of the week,on which he began the Sabbath, 
You who (fe - c)Do you not befool and miſlead the : P.116.117. 
————_— ( Q_— your own DoAtrire of the CC et c R. Byfield Il. 
oder: Lo preparations a rg en os eats inde 
oftles; 1 Y Jy Was appointed and prattiſed by Chriſt Kd of the bs we —_— 
_ id ) Yet cannot produce fo much. as one Ex wr a - - & Sculder,in 
T efle a Precept, Do you not. befool s one Example tor it, bis Coriftian 
You, who infer oole and miſlead the people? 1A 
( 41-0 > er re, B-cauſe S, Parland the Diſcipl people? dailywatk. c. 6. 
pent the Whos might o th ſr day of the week, ples ers nk 
r ing, and heavenly conference, in regar ry lev ta praying, prea- = Efrifican 
epart on the morrow ; (e) THERE eave them and $5,494 P-10. 
ples at Treas met h . FORE S, Paul and the Diſc , 0 er in his 
: | tnat night to kee | iſcs- Chriſtians daily 
THEREFORE 'th i pc holy the day aſt ; ( wal 
week to kee as þ 1 Diſciples at Tr945s met every firſt - of 1 ag men ab 
Philippi wg ws holy, (s) THEREFORE the Chi k © lib 1.cap.7. 
whe ah = l _ o Tag” and all Chriſtian Clandes lid f A@:067.. 
Ir a e 
Apoſtles did conſtantly 4 of ties Week 3 THEREF_3RE all the Pict worn o 
Chr; : y keep holy that day ; y, printed 
hriſt and his Apoſtles appointed the firſt 1 } ; THE REFCRE = R.Y, p-28g. 
ph oa ated,in ſtead of rhe Sabbath. ( hy hn eek £0 be for lib. 5mm 
F Ya vey oy befoole ana miſlead the people ? Ny —_— Lo- yg Dies Domini- 
hs wand ories of 3n old Sabb than ca, dd. ll. 
FeWwſh Sabbath and a Chriſtiaz Sabbath __ nd ge Sabbath, a RRIpfeld, in 
day and a Sabbath of zh ,a S3bbath of the ſeventh ,* Doftrine of 
may flily fixe the rc Sek? _ week; (4) That ſo you non er" 
1,6 ath on the Lords ./ pag. 118, Th 
OPS en ance why th mn COTS Piey, 
are wherein mention is made of the Sabbath da args 7 2 hy lr 
of the Lords day : When ind ath day, * are intended P:2$8.Dies Bo- 
gig nap, es 8 _ to call the Lords day the $46. minica.l.1. C. 7, 
the laſt day of the week : all Sunday Sater4ay, or the firſt day Sabbath p.x0 
New Teſt WEEK ; (b) When throughout the Old ay Sabbath.p.10 3 
ament we have not the leaſt intimati and 144-746 
weekly Sabbath, fave the ol4 ation of any other * As, Exod. 31. 
When you your ſelves ets} rpngsl chores = Sabbath: (I) ,* - ogg or 
: . 5 e gr | . 2+:3oLEVe 23:5 » 
/5 ror xg ers ir ſe obwions to Fern = Name Neh. ” ts 76 
me y na that 74 4s. IR ame 17,19,21.1ſa, 
ro both Loras any and Sandy. pry runs z in dignity inferiour 58.13; &. ; 
FX der he prope? oc you not befoole and miſe [he = nomini 
Y ou, that condemne the yeerly O a5 _ ny, 4 
yeerly Obſervation of Clyift Birth | wg 
ay 
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nant. ad Fra- day as Heatheniſh ; Yet acknowledge 1h Feaft to bea Conftt- 
tern, Commu. qotion of the ancient Primitive Church, (0) Doe you nor. befoole 
Toole, age - and miſleade the prople ? ' | £71 
zio. cap.4.p.64, Tak ye heed,thefe are not ſmall matters : Conſider well with 
1 See our Anſ. your ſelves what it is to ſtand guilty before Gop of belying 
to Hemings gth Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of wilfull wreſting the Holy Scripture, of 
Quore, 1., deſpiſong Chriſt: Church, of introducing Indaiſme, Of faltion, 'of 
> Sablitiwas, perjury and Vow breaking, of railing, ſedncing, ſpirituall pride, and 
183.185. other abhominable fias which ever accompany thoſe who by de- 
n Lee. ll. dd. cit and nntruths do thinke to advance the Honour and Services 
p 182. of Gow. Be adviſed ; take time while time is,to repent of thoſe 
ny hotorious ſlanders wherewith you have aſperſed the ancient- 
of the Sabbath, aPProved waies of Gops Worſhip ; and kt rhe. ſincerity of 
pag 134 your Repentance appeare by the ſpeedy abandoning of your 
Schiſmaricall-anchriſtian practices and principles : leſt the heavy 
p 2 Tim. 3. 2, judgement of /educers, to Wax worſe and Worſe, (p) fall upon you, 
and Go in the end deliver you wp to ſuch ſtrong deluſions that 
q 2 Theſ,z.1r- you ſhould believe your owne lies, q ; ( 
BUJERE XVI. ( 
Whether in caſe you returne no anſwer to theſe Queres, T have.not ground 
ſufficient td conclude you utterly unable to give a rationall account of your 
practice, now put upon it? eANSWER. . 
Sir, You have as accomnt of onr prattice ; and how rational it is, 
we appeale to your own conſcience and the judgement of the 
Chriſtian World. Now for concluſion, take here the words of a 
moſt eminent Divine, whoſe learning and piety hath placed him 
1B. Anirews beyond exception ; There is (ſaith he) (y) no day ſo properly 
inbisſerm. Chrifts as his Birth-day ; which may appear, if we ſet it in compari- 
_ y mq Go ſen with other dayes of moſt memorable note,as the day of his Paſſion, 
fi ReſurreRion, and Aſcenſion : for the day of kis Paſſion, that Was 
not ſo properly hu, becauſe to theeves ſuffered with him at the ſame 


{ Luke23-32z 152ne, in the ſame place, after the ſame manner : (2) Nor the day of 


3 $9 hes ReſurreRion ; for as he roſe from the dead, (6 did others the ſame 


a Mat.27.52. day, and went into the holy Citie : (2) Nor the day of bs Aſcenſion; 
FIs for Enoch and Elias had their Aſcenſion too,axd that long before hu: 
b Gen. 5.24, (b) But hu BixTH DAY was His without a fellow ; none ever 
2 Kings 2. I.. SO borne, none ever borne SUCH a one; ana therefore (as no Fe- 
ſtivity ts beſides it) it 1s attended, as (hriſt himſelfe, With an Apo» 
ſtolical retinue of Holy dayer. 
Hylelu-jah. 


ER Mars * WIRES i 


